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Report by Principal Aiden Twomey
It’s been a time of great transition in Pres with the departure
of our former Principal, Ken Whyte, and the retirement of
several experienced members of staff. Ken moves on to a
different environment with our best wishes after six years as
Principal. Former colleagues, Deirdre O’Keeffe, Damien
Philpott, Carmel Murphy and Alice Browne have all given
sterling service to the school over many years. We will greatly
miss them all, but we wish them and their families long health
and happiness in their retirements. On a personal note, can I
express my thanks to the entire Pres community, staff,
students and parents for their unwavering support of myself
and my Deputy Principal, Marion Carey, as we come to terms
with running the school on an acting basis until the summer.

This past year has seen the passing of several valued members
of the extended Pres family. We remember particularly, Ann
Kidney, wife of Declan and mother of Kevin and Cian, who
passed away in October last, and more recently, long-time
Pres rugby coach, Paddy Attridge, who passed a few short
weeks ago. Two other former Pres stalwarts died during
2016, Stephen McNeill and Archie O’Leary, and their lives are
chronicled in these pages. Our deepest sympathies to all their
families. On a happier note, this particular edition of the Pres
Gazette contains contributions from two giants of Pres from
yesteryear, Jerry Daly, and probably one of the oldest living
Pres boys, Dan Cowhie, where they fondly recall their
schooldays on the Mardyke, during the 1930s and 1940s.

This year’s State Examination results were exceptional yet
again, and prove that our students fully embrace the
commitment to educational excellence that this school has
championed over so many years. We are consistently in the
Top 10 in the National League Table of Secondary Schools,
maintaining our position this year at number 2, marginally
behind Glenstal Abbey. In the Junior Certificate also, results
this year were again excellent with six students getting 10 A
Grades or over, and with Daniel Ghori getting 12 A grades.

Our former students continue to excel at Third Level, with
UCC recently awarding three entrance scholarships to
members of the class of 2016. Other members of that cohort
were also rewarded for their examination efforts with
entrance and sport scholarships to Trinity College and UCD.
Their achievements are recognised in this issue of the Gazette.

Past pupils have consistently been excellent ambassadors for
Pres in the wider world, especially in the sporting arena. We
acknowledge Alan Bennett’s role in Cork City’s superb FAI
Cup win in November. We also delight in the achievements of
our former rugby players, who have performed so well for
Munster and Ireland this season in very trying circumstances.

Current Pres students continue to gain national academic
recognition. Particularly noteworthy is the recent success of
a number of Leaving Cert students at the regional round of
the ISTA Senior Science Quiz progressing to the National Final
held in Trinity College recently. In November last, some of our
4th Year students took part in the National Science

Science Olympiad. From that group, Kevin Jansson has been
chosen to represent Ireland next May at EU Science Olympiad
in Denmark. These successes are a tribute to the many
teachers who have worked long and hard to prepare our
students for their exams and extra-curricular competitions.

As the rugby ‘Cup’ season has begun, we wish all our teams
the best of luck in their games. Our Senior and Junior Cup
teams had excellent 1st Round wins over Ardscoil Rís, with
our Seniors having a solid Quarter Final win over Crescent.
They face a serious semi-final test against surprise packets,
Bandon Grammar, who defeated both Castletroy College and
St Munchins to get to this stage. That match will be played
on March 1st in Musgrave Park. Our Junior Cup side faced
St Munchins in their Quarter Final. Unfortunately this game
was abandoned due to serious concussions sustained by three
St Munchins players and will be replayed. Our Senior Soccer
squad have acquitted themselves excellently this year,
winning through to the Munster Senior Schools Cup Quarter
Final, a competition the School has won in such fine style for
the past two years. Finally, I’d want to acknowledge the
achievement of our U19 Basketball squad, coached by former
parent, Seán Murphy, who performed superbly in reaching
the U19A All-Ireland Basketball final. This game that will be
played in Dublin after the mid-term. We wish all our teams
the very best of luck as we reach the business end of the
school sporting year.

We hope that you will enjoy this edition of the Pres Gazette.
Thanks to Don Buckley, editor and Nora Walsh for her many
photographs, and all the team involved in its production.

Aiden Twomey
Aiden Twomey

Cover photo shows Cork City’s Alan Bennett and Pres 1st Years
with the FAI Cup on a recent visit to the College.



Pres students receive UCC Entrance Scholarships

Pres students win scholarships to UCD

Congratulations to PBC Class of 2016 students who received UCC Quercus Scholarships in October 2016:
(l-r): Michael Shinkwin, Prof John O’Halloran, Vice President for Teaching and Learning in UCC, Alex O’Carroll and Shane McCarthy

Congratulations to PBC Class of 2016 students Jack O’Shea who was awarded an Entrance Scholarship to study Economics and Finance
at the UCD Smurfit Business School, and Conor O’Flynn who was awarded a UCD Sports Scholarship to study Economics,

seen with PBC Principal Aiden Twomey.



Pres students win University Entrance Scholarships

Stunning Junior Certificate 2016 results for Pres students

Congratulations to Evan O’Brien who has won
an Entrance Scholarship to study Law and Business at UCD

Louis Roberts who received a scholarship to study English and
Psychology at Trinity College with PBC Principal Aiden Twomey

(l-r)James Ó Coileáin, Sam Gallagher, Principal Aiden Twomey, Daniel Ghori, Micheál Jones, Diarmuid Carey, David Sahm and Kevin Jansson.

Daniel Ghori (Class 4A) received 12 As and 1 B grade in the 2016 Junior Certificate. He was recently presented with a gift
voucher by PBC Principal Aiden Twomey. Also present was 3rd Year Head Micheál Jones. Five other students Sam Gallagher
(11 As), Kevin Jansson (10 As), Diarmuid Carey (10 As, 1 B grade), James Ó Coileáin (10 As, 2 Bs) and David Sahm (9 As, 2
Bs) were also presented with gift vouchers to mark their superb results in the Junior Certificate 2016. The six students scored
a total of 62 A grades in their examinations, a truly stunning achievement! Congratulations to them all and to their teachers!



Photo shows Simon, Elvira and their children Jacon and Sophia with Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill

Last January, Pres past pupil Simon Zebo was accorded a civic reception at Cork City Hall from LordMayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill,
in recognition of his important role in Ireland’s historic win over the All Blacks in Chicago, and also for his feat in becoming the
first Munster player to score 50 tries for the province. In attendance at the function were many people who had been influential
in Simon’s development over the years, in particular his parents, Arthur and Lynda, sister Jessica, and his partner, Elvira and
children Jacob and Sophia. Also present were his former teachers and rugby coaches in Pres, Don Buckley and Paul Barr. Simon
has enjoyed a stellar season to date for bothMunster and Ireland. All at Pres have long held a very keen interest in Simon’s career
and we look forward to more heroics from him as we get to the business end of the season for both province and country!

Simon Zebo is honoured by Cork City Council
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Photo shows Simon with his former Pres rugby coaches (l-r) Don Buckley and Paul Barr



SHARE Christmas 2016

Christmas 1970, twelve Pres students under the guidance of Br Jerome Kelly, founded a small school-based charity. Back then,
who would have thought that this charity would become the organisation that it is today, consisting of 56 students from
schools around the city, including twenty 5th Year students from Pres. SHARE is now caring for over 200 residents in seven
different complexes across Cork city.
The Christmas Collection & Fast is the highlight for every SHARE Executive and is SHARE’s only fundraiser for the entire year.
It runs for the ten days leading up to Christmas, concluding on Christmas Eve and involves collectors being out in all sorts of
weather conditions.
The collection is the culmination of a huge amount of preparation and planning from October to December, with meetings
scheduled for every Thursday evening. Every student involved in these meetings puts their own stamp on the proceedings,
and have their own memories of an overwhelmingly positive experience.

Photo shows members of the SHARE Executive with Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill,
Dr John Buckley, Bishop of Cork and Ross and Church of Ireland Reverend Canon Ted Ardiss

(l-r) Dathal Kent, comedian David McSavage and Rory O’Neill(l-r) Mark Ryan-Purcell (SHARE Chairman) and Ross McAuliffe



Photo shows members of the SHARE Executive 2016 / 2017

Being a member of the SHARE Executive entails a lot more than putting on the famous yellow jacket and collecting on the
streets. Each Executive member makes a weekly visit to one of the SHARE complexes to spend an hour or so with the
residents there. These visitations are year round, and can consist of a game of bingo, a game of pool or just a friendly chat.
In this way, the students can see first-hand just how much good SHARE does for the elderly of Cork, while the residents also
clearly enjoy the banter with the students!
My SHARE experience has made me very proud to be a Pres boy and a Corkman. The huge generosity of the people of Cork
to SHARE year on year gladdens the heart and restores one’s faith in genuine human decency, while the well-being and
comfort of elderly Cork people is positively influenced through SHARE’s involvement in their lives.
Finally, I would like to thank all those who help in any way to ensure the continued success of SHARE, in this its 47th year!

MMaarrkk  RRyyaann--PPuurrcceellll
Chairman, SHARE Executive 2016

Fionn Keohane, Evan Mahony, David Higgins, Michael Sherwin, Mark Ryan-Purcell, Dathal Kent, Ben Mulcahy and Ross McAuliffe



Pres boys excel at the European Student Parliament, Manchester

James MacSweeney presents a resolution document to Robert-Jan Smits, the European Commission’s Director General of Science & Innovation

Last July, Adam Hallissey (5th Year) and I, along with four
other representatives from other schools in Cork, travelled to
Manchester as the Irish Delegation in the Second Biennial
European Student Parliament.

The first three days of the trip were spent divided into
different committees and collaborating with other delegations
from cities around Europe such as Berlin, Nottingham,
Strasbourg, Madrid and Athens. The parliament itself ran for
five and a half hours on the final day with seven different
committees each presenting their own number of prepared
resolutions on the topic, ‘The Future of the Human Body’.
These were then debated on and voted upon by the rest of
the parliament.  Adam’s Committee, ‘Living and Eating
Healthily’, successfully passed seven of their eight resolutions,
narrowly missing the vote on their last, and my own
committee, Imitating Nature, was able to pass all eight of our
resolutions, with the single highest approval vote and the only
fully passed resolution docket!

To my understanding, the parliament will be held again in
2018 in a somewhat more exotic city than Manchester and
although Adam and I will have graduated by then, I would
certainly recommend that any senior students take this
opportunity when it arises.  The whole trip was a phenomenal
experience and I’m very pleased to say that I was invited by
Robert-Jan Smits, Director General of Science & Innovation in
the European Commission to travel to Brussels along with
three other representatives from Serbia, Estonia and Italy to
visit the European Parliament itself and speak there.  Thanks
to the generous support of the Robert Bosch Foundation and
also to the Bayer Science and Education Foundation for their
support.
JJaammeess  MMaaccSSwweeeenneeyy,,  6th Year



European Erasminian Youth Parliament, Hamburg 2016

It is rare that I would find myself able to say without hesitation that anything was a pivotal moment in my life but, after
participating in the Erasmian European Youth Parliament in Hamburg recently, I would conclude that it was most definitely
one of the greatest experiences of  my life to date.  Not only was it incredibly well run, but it was an incredible opportunity
to learn about how exactly the executive machinery of the European Union actually operates. Of course, there was a lot of
hard work involved and we’d often find ourselves barely able to stand at the end of our working day, literally living only off
the coffee that we were liberally provided with. 

The parliamentary work was especially challenging, but was more than balanced by the social events, which were hugely
enjoyable, offering the chance to both meet and bond with the delegates from the other participating countries. The general
assembly in the Hambürger Bürgerschaft gave us a genuine parliamentary experience, assisted by a most helpful Presidium
and Organization Committee. 

CCiiaann  HHaarrlleeyy
5th Year

Photo shows (l-r) Jack Madden, Tadhg Cowhig, Mark O’Gorman, Tony Cusack and Cian Harley who travelled to the Erasmian
European Youth Parliament in Hamburg last October.  Missing from this photo are Hugh Fitzgerald and John Whyte.



Last September marked the retirement of Deirdre O’Keeffe, a
a stalwart of Pres, and a much loved and respected member
of the staff for almost 28 years.  After leaving college in 1988,
initially as a teacher of English and History, her role evolved
over the years to that of Guidance Counsellor, 6th Year Head
and Assistant Principal.  A whole generation of Pres students
benefitted from her advice and counsel over the years, advice
that was rooted in common sense, honesty and positive
affirmation of students, while all the while delivered in a
professional yet considerate way.  Her students and their
parents trusted Deirdre’s judgement and advice implicitly, and
her support did not stop when the boys departed Pres. To this
day, even in retirement, Deirdre remains a valuable resource
for Pres students, past and present.
For me, what stood out for about her was her loyalty to her
friends and colleagues as well as to the institution itself, never
shy in defending the honour of the school and its students.
Her three sons, Cormac, Caolan and Conor eventually joined
her in Pres and played hugely significant roles in the
academic, sporting and cultural life of the College, a fact that
she drew immense pride from.  Her daughter, Chloe, too was
and is, a very accomplished student and sportswoman in her
own right, and Deirdre was more than thrilled to play the role
of the proud parent in attending matches, eventing or
regattas in support of her children.
In many ways, Conor’s graduation from Pres last May marked
the end of an era, the end of the day-to-day connection with
Deirdre and her family. We, as her friends and now ex-
colleagues, miss her feisty spirit and great sense of humour.
That said, Deirdre is at pains to point out that she hasn’t gone
away, that she has merely retired from teaching, not retired
altogether! A new and exciting chapter in her life awaits and
all in Pres wish her well in her new career ahead!
Go well, old friend!

DDoonn  BBuucckklleeyy  

Damien joined Pres in 1991, after serving his ‘apprenticeship’
in Deerpark CBS, his alma mater.  He quickly gained a
reputation as an excellent teacher as well as being honest and
hardworking.  Following the retirements of Hal O'Neill and
later, Billy Wall, Damien became Head of the English
Department in Pres, a position he held until his retirement.
Damien is regarded by many as being an expert in his subject
area, and his willingness to share his expertise, experience and
knowledge knew no bounds. This greatly benefited the
English Department.  His love for teaching, his sensitivity for
those who needed help, his pleasant and consistently helpful
manner, allied to excellent teaching methodologies and his
commitment to passing on the highest standards to his pupils,
were the hallmarks of his teaching career.
Damien also invested time and energy in the extracurricular
side of Pres life.  In his time in PBC, he managed and coached
at every level of rugby in the school. He was Games Master
for eight years and also served as Chairman of the Munster
Munster Schools Rugby Committee, also managing the
Munster Schools team to victory in the Interprovincial Schools
Championship. His work on behalf of Pres Rugby and indeed
Munster Schools Rugby is widely recognised and appreciated
throughout the province. Damien continued to work on
behalf of Pres Rugby until the day he left the school.
In later years, Damien (a multiple All-Ireland winner with
Cork, his club St Finbarr’s and Deerpark CBS) got involved in
the fledgling hurling team in PBC, providing yet another
example of his selfless dedication to all aspects of Pres life.
Damien is first and foremost a family man, and I know that it
was a great source of pride for Damien that his two sons,
Evan and Peter, both distinguished themselves in PBC. Now
in retirement, we wish Damien, his wife, Marian and all the
Philpott family many, many more years of good health, lots of
happiness and a magnificent well deserved retirement!

CCaalleebb  SShheeeehhaann

Deirdre O’Keeffe Damien Philpott



D’fhág Carmel Bean Uí Mhurchú Coláiste na Toirbhirte ag
deireadh na scoilbhliana seo chaite. Múinteoir Gaeilge agus
staire ab ea í ach mhúin sí an Ghaeilge ach go háirithe i
gColáiste na Toirbhirte. Faraor, chailleamar laoch. Múinteoir
den chéad scoth ab ea Carmel agus rinne sí a seacht ndícheall
sa seomra ranga agus timpeall na scoile i gcoitinne. Chuir sí
an-bhéim ar labhairt na teanga agus rinne sí a gnó ar fad i
nGaeilge. D’éirigh thar barr lena daltaí dá dharr. 
Bhí na daltaí ar fad breá sásta ina rang agus bhí sí cineálta,
cairdiúil agus dea-mhúinte i gcónaí. Chreid sí go láidir sa
seanfhocal ‘mol an óige agus tiocfaidh sí’ agus bhíodh sí i
gcónaí ag spreagadh na ndaltaí agus dá moladh. Bhí feith an
ghrinn aici freisin, gné an-thábhachtach don mhúinteoir nua-
aimseartha. Bhí stíl dochreidte aici ach thar aon rud eile ní
raibh eagla uirthi riamh roimh obair chrua. Chailleamar
múinteoir iontach, bean uasail agus cara den scoth. Deireadh
ré ach ní bhíonn in aon ní ach seal! Slán leat a chara, agus go
maire tú an Céad.

MMiicchheeááll  MMaacc  EEooiinn  agus CCoollmmáánn  ÓÓ  TTuuaammaa  

For nearly twenty years, Alice Browne was officially the PBC
school ‘librarian’, but using just this word to describe who
Alice is and the role she has played in the life of the school
would be an enormous disservice. The reality is that Alice was
far more than a ‘librarian’. Quite simply, Alice was, and is, a
rock of reliability and common sense whose advice,
assistance, help, support and friendship you know you could
always depend on. 
Her commitment to and love of Pres wasn’t limited by the
constraints of the working day.  Every rugby match, every
school play, every Open Night, every charitable collection,
every bag-packing supervision duty, Alice was always at
hand, ready and willing to get involved. 
In the library, nothing ever escaped her notice.  Many a
Leaving Cert student (including myself!), upon realising that
you can’t pull the wool over Alice’s eyes, discovered that
‘head down and study ‘was the only option while Alice was
in charge!  A full list of the duties and the tasks she performed
on a daily basis since 1998 would fill an entire Pres Gazette.
Alice’s retirement, while well-deserved, is sadly the end of an
era. Pres will never again be quite the same in her absence.
Everyone, staff, students and parents will miss her sense of
humour, her dedication to the school community and her
efficiency in the library and school office.  Alice, and indeed
her husband Derek and their three children, over the years
became an essential part of the Pres ‘furniture’. In the future,
they will continue to be so.   
Alice, it’s time now enjoy the finer things in life, especially
your beloved hockey and, above all else, spending quality
time with your family and grandchildren!    
Only one word to sum up our friend Alice: Irreplaceable!

RRoonnaann  OO’’MMaahhoonnyy

Carmel Murphy Alice Browne



Last July, the LE James Joyce left the Naval Base in Haulbowline, Co. Cork with a crew of fifty nine, and set sail for the Central
Mediterranean on a three month deployment called Operation Pontus.  The LE James Joyce was the fifth Irish Naval Service
ship to be tasked by the government to respond on behalf of the Irish people to the current humanitarian crisis in the Central
Mediterranean.

While deployed in the Mediterranean, the LE James Joyce worked in conjunction with the Italian Maritime Rescue Coordination
Centre (MRCC) and the Italian Navy through a Note Verbal agreed between the Italian and Irish governments.   This allowed
the LE James Joyce to disembark rescued migrants in so called Ports of Safety in Italy.  Operation Pontus is a Search and
Rescue (SAR) and Humanitarian mission in accordance with the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)
1974 and the Hamburg SAR Convention 1979.

On the 17th July, the LE James Joyce took up position north of the Libyan coast, outside its twelve nautical mile territorial
waters, in 38 degrees of heat.  Libya’s status as a failed state provided the opportunity for a large flood of migration through
its poorly monitored borders.   Some migrants have arrived by choice, others have been forced, but Libya has been described
as the purgatory where most migrants prepare to face the most dangerous of crossings in unseaworthy vessels.  The migrants
end up placing their lives in the hands of the Libyan people smugglers, who are ruthless criminals, with little or no regard for
human life.

The smugglers’ business model works by launching un-seaworthy and overcrowded rubber boats from the Libyan beaches
with  up to 200 people on board.  The boats are launched under the cover of darkness in the early hours of the morning.  These
rubber boats are poorly constructed with bolts that stick up through the deck, rubber chambers that burst easily and petrol
soaked decks.  The migrants, who have no experience of the sea are loaded on to these boats without lifejackets and often
told that it will take approximately two hours to get to Italy.  On the larger wooden or metal barges, with up to 600 people
on board, the migrants may be given a satellite phone and a hand held Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver and told  to
call the Italian IMRCC with a position, once they have left the territorial waters of Libya.

On the 29th July , the LE James Joyce came across a metal barge with 457 migrants onboard.  Over 200 of these people were
below decks in a confined space, with the engine and white plastic pipes coming up from below decks to feed in air.  Having
successfully transferred 441 people on to the LE James Joyce, the bodies of fifteen adults and one young boy were discovered
below decks.  The 15 adults had died as a result of suspected heat exhaustion and suffocation.  On the voyage to Italy, a
number of female migrants confided in crew members of the LE James Joyce that the young boy had been beaten to death
by a smuggler who had been on board the metal barge.  The smuggler was identified and handed over to the Italian police
on arrival to Italy, much to the relief of the distressed migrants onboard. 

An inflatable refugee boat adrift in the Mediterranean

Past pupil Lieutenant Commander Neil Manning leads humanitarian mission in the Med





One of the most demanding days for the crew of the LE James Joyce was the 10th  September last.  After a period of bad
weather, the smugglers started forcing migrants out to sea on the rubber boats in large numbers from the beaches.  That day,
the LE James Joyce was appointed On Scene Coordinator by the Italian MRCC for one of the busiest days ever experienced
in the Central Mediterranean.  LE James Joyce coordinated the SAR operation which consisted of taking charge of six ships
which were both naval and merchant vessels to co-ordinate the rescue of 1,912 people.  While in charge of co-ordinating the
SAR operation, LE James Joyce’s crew simultaneously rescued 423 migrants.  Even though some of the boats started to sink
and migrants ended up in the water, no lives were lost due to the heroic efforts of the boats’ crews of LE James Joyce on that
day.  However, not every migrant is rescued, according to the UNHCR spokesman William Spindler.  It’s estimated that over
5,000 people have died in 2016 alone trying to make that very same crossing.

The LE James Joyce had on three occasions, over 600 migrants onboard that were being brought to a Port of Safety in Italy
as part of the Note Verbal.  Having such large numbers on board a vessel that is 90 metres long and 14 metres wide was
extremely challenging.  Once migrants were rescued, the ship had a responsibility to provide real life support for these people
for up to 48 hours while they were on board.  This meant that they had to be fed and given water, blankets and access to
onboard medical treatment if required, while at all times maintaining the security of the ship.  The ship’s medical team were
also extremely busy dealing with everything from gunshot wounds, dehydration, chemical burns from petrol in the boats,
scabies and even pregnancies.  One woman went into labour as the ship was en route to Italy.  She and her husband were
transferred to an Italian naval vessel, where shortly afterwards a healthy baby girl was born, who was named Joy, after the
LE James Joyce.

Having completed three months on Operation Pontus, LE James Joyce returned to the Naval Base in Haulbowline on the 30th
September 2016, having rescued and assisted in the rescue of 3,594 people.

LLiieeuutteennaanntt  CCoommmmaannddeerr  NNeeiill  MMaannnniinngg,,  
Irish Naval Service,
Commanding Officer, LE James Joyce.

PBC Class of 1991

(All photos courtesy of Petty Officers Aiden Gray and Brian Crowley)

Minister of State Paul Kehoe TD presents Lieutenant Commander Neil Manning
with his International Operational Service Medal.



Gaisce – The President’s Award

Photo shows Bronze Awards recipients, back row (l-r) Barth Daly, Richard Cullinane, William O’Connor, Adam Healy and Billy Scannell
Front row (l-r) Davie Scott, Michael Sherwin, Mark Ryan-Purcell and Barry O’Connell

Photo shows (l-r) Tommy Holohan and Paul Kennedy who received Silver Awards

Gaisce - the President’s Award is Ireland’s very own National Challenge Award, the country’s most prestigious and respected
individual award programme, and a challenge from the President of Ireland to the youth of Ireland.  The Award Programme is
open to those between the ages of 15 and 25.  Anyone can take part as long as you’re self-motivated and up to the challenge.
You will set the challenge and agree it with a President’s Award leader.  There is no competition with other participants, each
challenge being completely individual…so the only person you are competing with is yourself.
There are three different types of award – gold, silver and bronze, with differing age categories and completion times varying
from 26 weeks to 78 weeks.  There are 4 different challenge areas: Community Development, Personal Skill, Physical Recreation
and Adventure Journey.  To earn an award, you will need to participate in each of the four challenge areas.  
This year, eleven Pres students received Gaisce Awards.  6th Year students, Tommy Holohan and Paul Kennedy received Silver
Awards, while 5th Year students, Barth Daly, Richard Cullinane, William O’Connor, Adam Healy, Billy Scannell, Davie Scott,
Michael Sherwin, Mark Ryan-Purcell and Barry O’Connell received Bronze Awards.  Well done to the lads for their trojan efforts!



Stephen McNeill RIP 
PRES 1958 - 1962

Stephen and I were in class in Pres.  He was even then an
honourable person and a friend to all his peers.

We went our separate ways in life on leaving Pres, but met up
again about ten years ago, when Stephen, along with Pat
O’Reilly revived the Dublin Branch of the Pres PPU which had
lain dormant for a number of years.  Apart from his studies, his
passion was rugby, at which he excelled, and on reconnecting
with him it was fascinating to see the same enthusiasm.  He
applied the very same dedication in driving the re-establishing
of the PPU as he did to his rugby career. 

It has to be said that he was an encyclopaedia when it came to
all things Pres.  His team mates will attest to receiving many
phone calls over the years to chat about old times.  One of them
JB Murphy, when asked for a reflection on Stephen replied
‘what struck you about Steve was, he was upfront, honest in
everything he said and did, very committed, good living (he
hated people swearing) and was a dedicated guy.

Rugby wise he was a 100% committed, intelligent player.  He played hooker for the Senior Team and played for the Munster
Senior Schools for two years.  While there are many good memories, the one outstanding memory would be the Junior Cup Final
of 1959 / ’60 in Musgrave Park against Rockwell.  Pres were 8 points down with eight minutes to go.  Steve, with his never give
up attitude, led a charge and scored to the left of the posts to start a revival.  The famous Tony Loughery kicked the conversion.
Then with just two minutes to go, Paddy Gamble scored a try in the corner to tie the game at eight all.  Up stepped Tony again
and with the old ball weighing a ton, slotted home the convert for a famous Pres win!  JB added that it’s a bit freighting to realise
that all the above mentioned players are sadly now dead!

Stephen started working in the Hibernian Bank and a colleague Tony Morris wrote of him. ‘I would never have met or played
rugby with Steve until we met on the Hibernian Bank rugby team, when we played on the Institute of Bankers cup teams.  After
one of the games Steve was interviewed by Edmond Van Esbeck.  And of course being a Pres Boy, they swapped stories of their
alma mater.  Steve was a true gentleman off the field but on the field suffice to say that his competitiveness made him a player
you would prefer to have on your side.  He was very talented and our hooker Ronnie Dawson spotted his potential and brought
him to Wanderers RFC.  Steve revelled in the club atmosphere and Tony’s final comment was ‘Steve, thanks for the shared
memories of those days many years ago.’

In latter years, Stephen played his rugby in
Tullamore  where he lived most of his adult
life until at age 56 he could no longer be
insured to play.  He was involved in many of
that towns activities, most notably the
Historical Society.  At the Church and at his
funeral mass, one could see and hear the
esteem in which he was held by all present.
Among his many other achievements was
his record of having run in every Dublin City
Marathon since its inception!

Throughout his life, Stephen never lost sight
of his roots.  He was in fact an extraordinary
ordinary man.  We sympathise with his wife
Celestine and family on their sad loss.

May you rest in peace.

CChhaarrlliiee  MMccCCaarrtthhyy

PBC v Rockwell College Munster Senior Schools Cup 1962, Musgrave Park
Back row (l-r) M Healy, F Pope, N Murphy, T Quinn, J Hegarty, R Quinn, C McCarthy and C Walsh
Front row (l-r) S McNeill, D Wixted, F Harrington, B O’Lehan, T Loughrey, T Barrett and P Gamble



Irish National Science Olympiad

Well done to Diarmuid Carey, Andrew Geaney-O’Brien, Daniel Ghori and Kevin Jansson who were invited to compete in the
National Science Olympiad (Physics) which took place in DCU last November.  They were selected as a result of their
outstanding Junior Certificate results in Science. 
Further congratulations are also due to Kevin Jansson, who received a Gold Medal for coming first in the Physics category of
the Olympiad.  In addition, he has been chosen to represent Ireland in the European Union Science Olympiad, in Copenhagen
this May.  We wish Kevin the best of luck in this prestigious event and we look forward to more success for him in Denmark!

Congratulations to Daniel Ghori who placed first in the annual
Engineers Without Borders Wind Turbine Competition.
Students are tasked with the design and building of a working
wind turbine. The competition aims to encourage design,
engineering and problem solving in Transition Year students.
It also aims to raise awareness of the opportunities to help
improve quality of life in underdeveloped countries though
technology.  This was a huge achievement for Daniel and we
offer him our heartiest congratulations!

Daniel Ghori 

Photo shows (l-r) Andrew Geaney-O’Brien, Kevin Jansson (holding his gold medal),  Daniel Ghori and Diarmuid Carey

Daniel Ghori wins first place in prestigious Engineering Competition!



ISTA Science Quiz Regional Winners (l-r) Claire Lynch (Teacher), Dara McSweeney, Luke Ryan and Oscar Dennehy

ISTA Regional Quiz Winners

The PBC team pictured above were placed third in the Regional Round of the ISTA Science Quiz.
Photo shows (l-r) Claire Lynch (Teacher), Liam O’Connell, Brian Hallissey and Reggie Kavanagh.



ISTA Science Quiz 2016

Last November, I had the opportunity to compete in the annual ISTA Science Quiz.  The regional round took place in the Boole
Library in UCC and many schools from around Cork County participated in it. We entered three teams from Pres in the
competition.  We were well prepared for the Quiz due to weekly meeting since early October, studying past quiz questions
and the Leaving Cert course in all three sciences.

On the night in UCC, our efforts paid off with our two of our teams placed first and third in the competition.  The winning
team consisted of Luke Ryan, Oscar Dennehy and me.  Reggie Kavanagh, Liam O’ Connell and Brian Hallissey were members
of the third-placed team.  Due to our first and third positions, we both qualified for the National Final of the competition which
was held in Trinity College, Dublin.

The competition was really intense in Trinity College with 50 teams from all over Ireland competing.  We had a magnificent
day overall but unfortunately, our teams weren’t able to retain last year’s title.  Sincere thanks must go to all our Science
teachers, Ms Claire Lynch, Mr Enda O’Regan and Mr Ian Lehane for all their hard work, and helping us to prepare for and
accompanying us to the quizzes in UCC and TCD.

DDaarraa  MMccSSwweeeenneeyy
6th Year

Pictured at the National Final of the ISTA Science Quiz in Trinirty College Dublin 
are (l-r) Dara McSweeney, Brian Hallissey, Liam O’Connell, Reggie Kavanagh, Oscar Dennehy and Luke Ryan.



PresLink Christmas Concert was a stunning success!

The PresLink Christmas Concert in PBC Cork last December was a stunning success! The Dan Donovan Theatre was filled to
capacity for a beautiful evening in the festive spirit.  Among the many highlights were skilled performances from the Bodhrán
Bookills from St Joseph’s Boys NS, a wonderful rendition of ‘O Holy Night’ by the very talented Oran Murphy, a star solo
performance by PBC teacher, David O’Riordan and a selection of songs and Christmas carols from two wonderful choirs:
Cantate, and the City of Cork Male Voice Choir.

Unquestionably, however, the star turn on the night was a virtuoso performance on both violin and piano by PBC Transition
Year student and PresLink Committee member Kevin Jansson.  Kevin is a rising young star in the classical music world, being
equally gifted at both piano and violin. He gave an outstanding performance of both classical and traditional Irish pieces on
the violin. Then he amazed the audience with a stunning performance of pieces from Liszt and Rachmaninoff on the piano
which led to a truly well-deserved standing ovation.  Kevin had just won a major European competition held in Serbia and very
generously made a special effort to get back to Cork in time to perform at the PresLink Concert.  Thanks so much Kevin!

Master (or should that be Mistress?!!) of Ceremonies on the night was Aelin O’Donoghue who kept things moving along with
some sharp repartee!

On arrival, people enjoyed mince pies, mulled wine and fruit punch.  A raffle was held with lots of super sponsored prizes. 

Br Martin Kenneally, Congregation Leader spoke on the role of PresLink and the work of the Brothers and the Presentation
Family in Africa.  He reminded us of the greater purpose behind the event and sincerely thanked Enda, Sharon, Liam, Teresa,
Siobhán and Val for the incredible work they had done organising such a special night.  Thanks also to all who supported
PresLink with the bag-packing event for schools in Africa in Dunnes Stores, Bishopstown. Your support is much appreciated!

MMiicchhaaeell  SSeexxttoonn  
CEO Presentation Brothers School Trust

An enormous ‘THANK YOU’ must certainly go to our invaluable sponsors:
� Brown Thomas  � Marks & Spencers  � Tom Murphy Menswear  � Finn’s Corner  � The Chocolate Shop (English Market)  �
Herlihy’s Centra Bishopstown  � Salingers  � Gentlemen’s Quarters  � iBrow  � Ol ori Boutique  � Reeb  � O’Sullivan’s Bar, Douglas
� Monreal  � Fenn’s Quay and the many parents and friends who supported our raffle.

Cantate Choir in fine voice at the PBC PresLink Christmas Concert



Stunning list of achievements for Pres TY student Kevin Jansson!

Transition Year student, Kevin Jansson, has had a remarkable
year by any stretch of the imagination.  Last September, he
travelled to La Chaux-de-Fonds in Switzerland to record his
debut Piano CD, a recording that will be formally released in
June.

He was also a Gold Medal winner in Physics at the Irish round
of the European Science Olympiad in November   Kevin will
be part of the Irish delegation that will compete at the EUSO
in Copenhagen in May 2017.  Many thanks to his physics
teacher in Pres, Ian Lehane, for all his valued help and
encouragement. 

In December, Kevin travelled to the renowned Isidor Bajić
International Piano Competition held in the city of Novi Sad
in Serbia.  Here, he performed superbly to win First Prize in
the category for 13 to 16 year olds.  Well done Kevin!

The coming of the New Year saw Kevin and his sister Ellen
combine to play Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saëns on
two pianos with the National Youth Orchestra of Ireland at
the National Concert Hall, a great honour for themselves and
their family.  Interestingly, another Pres TY student James Ó
Coileáin also played viola with the orchestra on the day.  

A truly remarkable set of achievements from a remarkable
young man, who is an enormous credit to his family and his
school.  We are hugely proud of his achievements to date and
have no doubt, there will be more success coming Kevin’s
way very soon!

(Photos featured courtesy of Tom Jansson)

Kevin receives first prize after performing in Serbia

Kevin recording in La Chaux-de-Fonds last September

Kevin and his sister Ellen receive rapturous applause after performing at the National Concert Hall in January



An Fhoireann Díospóoireachta: An Dream Sinsearach

Shane Mac Craith, Reggie Ó Caomhánaigh, Séamus Mac Suibhne agus a múinteoir An tUasal Séan Ó Maoilearca.

Tobar na Gaeilge
Arís i mbliana tá dá fhoireann díospóireachta againn sa scoil, foireann shóisearach agus foireann shinsearach.  Thosaigh an
cleachtadh go luath sa bhliain agus chuaigh an dá fhoireann ó neart go neart.  D’éirigh leis an bhfoireann shinsearach Craobh
na Mumhan a bhaint amach agus thug said taispeántas den scoth ar an oíche i Mala ar an 31ú Eanair, 2017.  Faraor, níor éirigh
leo du lar aghaidh go dtí Craobh na hEireann i mbliana.  Ní mór dom a rá go bhfuil sár- iarracht déanta ag na buachaillí go
léir agus obair na gcapall déanta ag Iníon De Faoite agus An tUasal Ó Maoilearca ach go háirithe. 

Bhí deis iontach  ag lucht sa seú bliain dul chuig an dráma cáiliúil ‘An Triail’ i Mí na Samhna. Bhí an cur i láthair ar fheabhas
agus gan dabht chuir an dráma agus an taispéantas féin na daltaí ag smaoineamh.

Mar fhocail scoir caithfidh mé a rá go raibh Roinn na Gaeilge sa scoil lán-sásta le torthtaí na hArdteiste i Mí Lúnasa seo chaite.
Rinne formhór na ndaltaí Árdleibhéal mar is gnáth agus d’éirigh thar barr leo, ‘Grád B1’ an meánmharc a thuilleadar.  Is fíor
don seanfhocal, ‘Ní bhíonn an rath ach mar  a mbíonn an smacht!’

MMiicchheeááll  MMaacc  EEooiinn  ((MMiicchheeááll  JJoonneess))



Photo shows (l-r) Micheál Martin TD and Conor Cronin at the RDS.

Well done to Conor Cronin who competed in this year’s BT Young Scientist Competition.  His project entitled ‘How to Throw
Better’ made use of high speed accelerometer and video analysis to help to improve and optimise the ball throwing technique in
American football.  Conor represented the school with great enthusiasm and application.  Well done to him!

Conor excels at the BT Young Scientist Competition 2017

An Fhoireann Díospóireachta: An Dream Soiséarach

Conor Cronin excels at BT Young Scientist Competition 2017

Deasún Ó Laoi, Colm Ó Donnabháin, a múinteoir Iníon De Faoite, Cormac Mac Cárthaigh, Omar El Bastawisy agus Ben Olden.



Biology Department: UCC DNA Workshop

The workshop took place for all Transition Year Biology students on the 15th November.  The day began with a lecture on
DNA which allowed for us to understand what we would be doing later in the lab and the theory behind it.  Then we
proceeded to the lab where we were split into groups of five and helped by technicians who demonstrated the various stages
of each experiment and helped us if we ran into difficulty.  There we spent the first session preparing a test to show if
somebody is suffering from sickle cell anaemia, before we broke for lunch.  Afterwards we received the test results from
earlier and isolated pea and Human DNA. Throughout the day we were asked questions to ensure we understood such a
complicated topic. 

The day was divided into two parts a lecture on DNA and labwork.  The lecture began with the very basics and increased in
complexity when it was relevant and made sure to anchor the more advanced concepts in diagrams to allow us to visualise
what we were talking about.  Dividing us among the demonstrators, who included past PBC students Cian O’Donnell and
Daniel Hobbs with everyone still doing their own experiments allowed us to gain the understanding that can only be obtained
through doing something, secure in the knowledge that we could be kept from making serious mistakes.  We were able to
perform techniques that we would not otherwise be able to use such PCR to amplify DNA and we were also able to use raw
electrophoresis gels which are only cover in theory but not in practice in the standard Leaving Cert Biology course.

I thoroughly enjoyed the DNA workshop as, not only did it to simplify a complex subject, as according to our teachers we
went to university levels at certain points in the day, it also gave us an idea of what pursuing biology and in particular
biochemistry would lead to in university and beyond.  In conclusion, I believe everyone enjoyed the day and I would like to
thank Ms Claire Lynch and Dr Lynda Meiklejohn for their valued help in organising this very interesting event.

TTaaddhhgg  JJ  CCoowwhhiigg
Transition Year

(l-r) Brian Lynch, Jimmy Duggan, PBC past pupil Cian O’Donnell, Cormac Griffin, PBC past pupil Daniel Hobbs and Jonathan Doyle



Leaving Certificate Biology Field Trip to Killarney National Park



Debating 2016-2017

It's been an eventful year for the Debating Society, distinguished largely by the advance of Conor Dorgan and Michael Duffy
to the Cambridge held round of the Cambridge Schools Debating Competition, and by the trip a number of our Senior
Debaters took to the European Erasminian Youth Parliament held in Hamburg, Germany.

Our trip, which was hugely enjoyable, also provided us with some of the best debating we've had throughout our lengthy
careers as Senior debaters in Pres. From the very moment we met the people of Hamburg and the participants from each of
the other countries represented there from a majority of EU countries, we were made feel especially welcome and this provided
us with a huge motivation to carry out our assigned tasks. Four days later,  we were able to thrash out the work that the
individual committees had done all week in the Hamburg Parliament. 

Events like the EEYP are more important now than ever, because it shows us a new, more practical side of the European dream,
in which we dream up solutions to the problems of the modern day union of member states, and aim to find a balanced
solution that works for all Europeans.

HHuugghh  FFiittzzggeerraalldd
5th Year

PBC Debating Society 2017
Back row (l-r) Tony Cusack, Joe Costigan, Darragh Boland, Michael Duffy, James McCarthy, Toby Quigley, 

Marcel Millout-Buckley, Tadhg Cowhig and Mark O’Gorman.
Middle row (l-r) Ronan O’Mahony, Jack Madden, Daniel Philpott-Vendrells, Illann Wall, Seamus Ryan, Adam O’Callaghan, 

Aidan Wolfe, Brian Sweeney, Fionn Coleman, Ethan Giltinan, James Hyland, Jonathan Seward and Cian Harley.
Front row (l-r) Conor Dorgan, Cian Aherne, James Cuddigan, Cian Smyth, Ciaran Sexton, Matthew Kingston, 

Gavin Keane and Diarmuid O’Connor.



3rd Year Geography Quiz

Last January the annual Cork Schools’ Geography Quiz was held in Coláiste Choilm, Ballincollig. The quiz consisted
of 35 Junior Cert teams from all over Cork city and county.  Pres had two 3rd Year teams entered in the competition.
Our first team of Michael Giltinan, Chris Fehilly, Hamza Idress and Omar Elbastawisy put in a very strong
performance to finish in third place on the night achieving a magnificent score of 85/100 in the process.  Our
second team of Ben Olden, Cormac McCarthy, Odhran Hunt and Masroor Salam finished in a very close fourth place
after yet another fine performance.  Well done to both teams on their performances an on the manner in which
they represented their school.  Thanks to PBC’s other Junior Cert Geography teachers Cathy Hennessy, William
O’Keeffe and David O’Riordan for their hard work and effort in preparing their students to such a high level.
FFrraann  KKeeaannee

Pres lads compete well in the Cork Regional Round of Team Maths Quiz

Photo shows (l-r) Michael Giltinan, Hamza Idress, Chris Fehilly and Omar Elbastawisy

Well done to the lads who represented PBC in the recent Team Maths Quiz.  Their fine performance earned them 
third place in the Cork Regional round (l-r) Seán O'Brien (Teacher), Sam McNulty, Tom Gleeson, Dara McSweeney and Conor Walsh.



Photo shows Odhran Hunt (Class 3D) and his father Paul Hunt at the official launch of HERO-Trust in UCC 
with Prof Mary Cahill and Joan Hurley, Board members of HERO-Trust

HERO-Trust is a Cork Charity set up to provide funding for research and education into the causes of blood cancers and care
of patients with blood disorders in University College Cork and any of its affiliated teaching hospitals and institutions.  HERO
is a registered charity entirely funded by donations. HERO works in partnership with nurses, doctors and research scientists
to advance patient care in haematology. 

Odhran Hunt (Class 3D) organised a fundraising swim over Christmas and raised an astonishing e1,415 in sponsorship from
his extended family and many friends for this well deserved cause.  Well done Odhran!  Ger Loughnane, the former Clare
County GAA Manager and broadcaster, is himself a survivor of leukaemia and has taken a very personal interest in the great
work being done by HERO-Trust.   He says HERO-Trust is a 'project', which is ‘a matter of life and death for people who suffer
from blood disorder conditions’. 

A fundraising dinner dance is being held at Vienna Woods Hotel on Saturday 4th March.  Please contact Pres parent, Joan
Hurley, (086) 280 9433 for tickets.  For more information on HERO, please visit their website www.HERO-trust.ie. 

Photo shows Ger Loughnane receiving the proceeds of Odhran’s Christmas swim on behalf of Hero-Trust

Odhran Hunt raises over ee1,400 for Cork based blood cancer charity



4th and 5th Year Art Classes Gut Instinct Exhibition, 
Lewis Glucksmann Gallery, UCC

5th Year Glucksmann Architecture Workshop,
Lewis Glucksmann Gallery, UCC

Photo shows students from the 6th Year Art Class on a visit to the Crawford Art Gallery
(l-r) Críofan Guilfoyle, Paul Buckley, Gary Bradley, Ross O’Brien, Luke Guerin and Ben Costigan.

Photo shows 4th Year Photography Module Class Field Trip

Art continues to thrive in Pres!



Cormac O’Shea (Class of 1990)
A pupil in the last intake of new 1st Years to enjoy the ancient
delights of the ‘Old School’, the journey across the road to
the new building for Cormac and his peers was undertaken
with great enthusiasm.  Under the initial guidance of Br Tim
as a class master, academics developed down the
mathematical route, with plenty of sport and debating to live
the Pres values of a rounded education.  One of the highlights
was being a member of the first truly competitive Pres
basketball team, coached by Jasper McElroy, a visiting
American professional ball player then playing with Blue
Demons.  Great friendships were formed in Pres, many of
which survive to this day.
Cormac graduated from UCC in 1994 with a Commerce
degree which majored in Accounting and being a very active
member of the UCC Soccer Club, serving as Chairman of the
club in his last year.  UCC also allowed for three years of
Italian study, which came in very useful during the 1991 UCC
Soccer tour to Italy.  At least two of the current Pres staff were
players on that tour, so please direct any questions in their
direction!
Cormac then worked in KPMG in Cork under the leadership
of Noel Holland, qualifying as a Chartered Accountant in
1998.  He then moved to Australia on a one-year working
visa, somehow stretching this into a fifteen year experience.
Cormac returned to London in 2013 as an Australian citizen,
married to a Scot, handy with both chopsticks and an accent
sometimes described as Canada meets Cork.
Cormac currently works as CFO for Clear Channel
International, an Outdoor Advertising business operating in
over 20 countries.  Now based in London, the travel time to
the banks of the Lee can be as little as three hours door to
door, thankfully a long way from the 30 hour marathons from
Sydney! 

Ali Khan (Class of 2009)
Ali is currently working in consultancy at Accenture Dublin,
the world's largest consulting firm.
He entered Pres in 2003. He captained the PBC Cricket Team
and represented Munster in the interprovincials. He won the
individual and team Munster Senior Schools Debating
Competition, the PBC Gold Medal for Debating and was the
youngest ever chairman of the PBC Debating Society. He was
President of the PBC Student Council and was Deputy Chair
of the SHARE Executive.  He acted with the PBC Drama Soc
in Brian Friel’s ‘Philadelphia, Here I Come’, directed by Kieran
Ahern.
He completed his Leaving Cert in 2009 and went on to UCC
to study Dentistry. In UCC, he served as Students Union Rep
to the College of Medicine & Health and as Chairman of UCC
Student Council. He captained the UCC Cricket team and
won the Irish University Cricket Championships, while also
playing first class cricket in Munster for Cork County CC. He
acted with UCC Drama Society and represented UCC at the
Model United Nations Conference in Cambridge University.
He received two UCC Works Awards and was awarded the
Student Leadership Award for his leadership in UCC student
life. This is among the highest merits the University and
Students’ Union can bestow upon a student.  He was also
awarded a President’s Gold Award by President Michael D
Higgins. 
He graduated with a BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery) from
UCC.  Ali firmly believes that going to Pres helped shape him
into the man he is today. The staff are wonderful and the
environment that is created encourages leadership and
independent thinking. 

Graduate News



Daniel Horgan (Class of 2010)
Daniel, or ‘Hoggy’ was part of the Munster Junior Rugby
squad that a completed a clean sweep in winning the
Interprovincial title in April 2016.  He was also part of a very
successful rugby squad in Pres that won every competition in
their six years in PBC McCarthy Cup (2006), Munster Junior
Cup (2007), Bowen Shield (2008), and a Senior Cup triumph
over Rockwell College on a memorable day in Thomond Park
(2010), where Daniel scored two outstanding tries in a 22-
10 win!
After leaving Pres, Daniel joined UCC RFC, where he went
straight into the Senior squad and was also selected to play
for Munster U20s, togging out in the first game played at the
newly opened Aviva Stadium in August 2010. Daniel spent
three seasons all told with UCC, and in September 2013, he
made the move to France to play semi-professionally with
Chartres.
Returning to Ireland, Daniel played one season in AIL Division
1 with Dolphin, before returning to his home club, Muskerry
RFC for season 2015-’16. His  displays for Muskerry caught
the eye of the Munster Junior management, and he went on
to  play a significant part in securing a long awaited title at
this level for Munster.
At present he is in the final year of his BA Degree in UCC,
where he is studying religion and archaeology.  In January
2015, he opened a garage specialising in ribs and boats in
Passage West with his father John, a venture that thankfully
goes from strength to strength.
Daniel was the first of three brothers to attend Pres. His
brother Killian, Class of 2016, captained the winning Barry
Cup team last season, while youngest brother Frankie, is
currently in 4th Year, and is an accomplished sportsman like
his older brothers.

Killian Kingston (Class of 2011)
Killian’s time in Pres started almost 12 years ago. Before he
started in 1st Year he had only played rugby for three weeks so
he had real difficulty in grasping the myriad of rules, rules that
he still had difficulty with six years later!  Up to then, Killian had
mainly played hurling and football and enjoyed road bowling.
He had no choice but to learn fast or be left behind in rugby.
Luckily, he figured out just enough rugby nous to play on the
Junior Cup winning team of 2007, captained by Niall Scannell.
With this team, he would go on to win the Bowen Shield in
2008 and the Barry Cup and the coveted Senior Cup in 2010. 
Killian was born in May, and due to the rugby age grade system
in place at the time, he had to play with the year above him.
Before he began his Leaving Cert year however, the rules had
changed, and he was finally able to play with his peers.
Unfortunately, Pres were pipped in the 2011 Senior Cup final
by Rockwell, but the extra year of playing in the Pres colours
was every bit as important to Killian and more. 
In 6th Year, Killian was elected Head Boy, a position that aided
in the development of skills that he never thought he would
possess. This was an especially proud time for him and his
family. He maintains that his time in the Pres will hold treasured
memories for him for many, many years!
He studied Finance in UCC and lessons learnt from his school
days stayed with him in UCC, both academically and socially.
Killian was eventually forced to hang up his rugby boots due to
two dodgy hips. His focus is now on Road Bowling which is
played with a 28oz metal ball roughly the size of a sliotar. 
Whilst in Pres, Killian managed to pick up U16 and U18
Munster titles, going on to become U18 World Champion,
while also winning an All-Ireland Junior A title in the Men’s
grade. Since then, he has won an Intermediate Munster title
and last season won the Senior Munster title, narrowly missing
out on All-Ireland victory.  This will be the aim for Killian this
season and all in Pres wish him every success in his endeavours!



Rome Tour 2016

PBC Latin students pictured in Rome with their teacher Ronan O’Mahony, June 2016

Die Saturni IV mensis Iunii MMXVI, nos viginti discipuli ex anno primo, anno secundo et anno quinto, una cum professoribus
O’Keeffe, O’Mahony et Twomey, Aerportu Dublinensi discessimus causa itineris urbem Romam faciendi. Quattuor dies multa
aedificia pulcherrima multosque locos praeclaros visimus, in eis Amphitheatrum Flavianum, Forum Romanum, Circum
Maximum, Arcum Titi, Columnam Traianam, Gradus Hispanicos, Fontem Trevianum et multa alia. Catacumbas Sancti Callixti,
urbem antiquam Ostiam prope mare et Urbem Vaticanam quoque admirati sumus, quo in loco, bona fortuna nos adiuvante,
Basilicam Sancti Petri intravimus. Tantae erant turbae ut vix movere possemus. Optima erat tempestas, optimus erat cibus.
Proximum excursum hoc anno exspectamus.       

On Saturday, June 4th, 2016, twenty Latin students from 1st, 2nd and 5th Year, in the company of Mr O’Keeffe, Mr O’Mahony
and Mr Twomey, departed Dublin for our Educational Classical Tour to Rome.  For four days we toured Ancient Rome, taking
in such sights as the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, the Circus Maximus, the Arch of Titus, Trajan’s Column, including the
Spanish Steps and the Trevi Fountain.  Included on this particular tour was a guided excursion to the Catacombs of San Callisto,
with its underground chambers, passageways and burial tombs hundreds of feet below the earth.  A trip to the ancient port
city of Ostia and the Vatican were big highlights, especially the Vatican where, thanks to a relatively short queue, we managed
to get into the Basilica.  Looking forward to the next tour already!     

RRoonnaann  OO’’MMaahhoonnyy  



Class 1A of 2016

Class 1B of 2016

Back row (l-r): Panos  Karousos, Gearóid O’Sullivan, Alex Dineen, Hughie O’Callaghan, James Lynch, 
Emmet Ahern, Andrew O’Brien, David Carroll and James Hyland.

Middle row (l-r): Dr Lynda Meiklejohn (Class Teacher), Seán O’Leary, Evan Hassett, Justin Aherne, Jack Quinlan, 
Ethan Giltinan, Adam Sherwin, Fionn O’Hare and Fionn Coleman.

Front row (l-r): Rory Buckley, Eoin Maloney, Cillian Twomey, James Cuddigan, Conor Higgins, Arbas Khan, 
Matthew Kingston, Ciarán Sexton and Danny Sheehan.

Back row (l-r): Eolann O’Regan-Lynch, Brian Sweeney, Cillian Sabatino, Conor Kelleher, Daniel Philpott-Vendrells, 
Eoin O’Connell, Sean Ó Coileáin, Christian Daly, Cian Sisk O’Mahony and James O’Dwyer.

Middle row: (l-r) Hugh Harley, Robbie Coughlan, Mark Fitzgibbon, Diarmuid O’Connor, Scott Sexton, 
Stephen O’Mahony, Luke O’Connor, Alex Brady, Darren Sheehan and Karl Sweeney (Class Teacher).
Front row (l-r): Conor Cashman, Harry Kent, Callum O’Brien, Nick Chen, Alex Walsh, Andrew Greene, 

Mikey O’Leary, Aidan Barry and Dylan O’Driscoll.



First Year students of  2016
We warmly welcome all our new First Years and hope they enjoy their years in Pres.  

Copies of the First Year photographs are available to purchase.  Please visit www.adrianoherlihy.com for more details.





Class 1C of 2016

Class 1D of 2016

Back row (l-r): Karl Condon, Casey Ford, Darragh Boland, Conor Walsh, Louis Herdman, Donal McCarthy, 
Peter Carthew and Mark Howell.

Middle row (l-r): Jeff Farquhar, Will Buttimer, Adam Lahique, Stephen Mulcahy, Matthew Clarkson, 
Naoise Powell-Owen, Salvador Ventura Patricio and Finn Cowhig.

Front row (l-r): Jack Cotter, Conor Clarke, Evan Duane, Pearse Scully, Conor Madden, Matthew Murphy and Ben Dalton.

Back row (l-r): Joachim O’Driscoll, Stephen Sexton, Doug Healy, Michael Montgomery, Paul Higgins, 
Marc Byrne and Dylan Costello-Ryall.

Middle row (l-r): Stephen Spence, Kieran McCarthy, Seán Naughton, David Traynor, Oscar Lee, Vaughan Ryan, 
Rian O’Donoghue and Eddie Roche-Kenneally.

Front row (l-r): Max Barrett, David Egan, Charlie Neville, Ivor Dennehy, Charlie Gowan, Sam Noonan and Gavin Keane.
(Missing from the photo are Seán Condon, Tom Costigan, Zach Dinan, Jack Hallissey, Niall Lynch and Tim Ryan)



Class 1E of 2016

PBC Prefects 2016 - 2017

Back row (l-r): Christopher Sweeney, Conor Power, Harry O’Shea, Tom Kelly, Ronan Barry, Isaac Wheelock, Dane Nagle, 
Ethan Novarro and Ian Roche.

Middle row (l-r): Kyle O’Flynn-Long, Alex McAllen, Aidan Keane Harry Coughlan, Adam O’Callaghan, Scott Murray, 
Adam Murphy, Ben Kiely and Paul O’Halloran.

Front row (l-r): Reem Gafurov, Luke Henson,  Daud Idrees, Liam Buckley, Rocco McLoughlin-Barry, Mattie O’Flynn, 
Ben Ryan and Jamie Barry.  (Missing from the photo are Seán Barrett and Seán Cronin).

PBC Prefects 2016/17
Back row (l-r):  Pierre Mathieu, Conor Walsh, Eoin Winters, Luke Guerin, Ben Carroll, Ross Howell and Thomas O’Connor.
Front row (l-r): Jack Keegan, Jack O’Donovan (Head Boy), Ms Marion Carey (Acting Deputy Principal and 6th Year Head), 

Daniel Gallagher (Deputy Head Boy) and Tony Cusack.



Christmas Day Swim in memory of Danny Crowley RIP

Photo shows past and present Pres pupils (l-r) Barry Ryan, Darren Murphy, Brian Keohane, Billy Pope, Adam Cohalan, 
Michael Cohalan, Cathal Murphy, Br Martin Kenneally, David Keohane, Barth Daly, Majella Crowley (Danny’s Mum),

Ross McAuliffe and Alex Keating who took part in the 2016 Danny Crowley Christmas Day Swim.

On Christmas morning a huge group of people took to the water at Myrtleville Beach in memory of their friend, Danny
Crowley, who passed away after a courageous battle with leukaemia in November 2013.

Funds raised through the Christmas Day Swim go to the Mercy Hospital Kids and Teens Appeal.

Danny’s family and many friends, from Carrigaline and beyond organised the first Christmas Day Charity Swim in his memory
in December 2013.  That year 40 swimmers braved the chilly waters!  This year the numbers had risen to over 200, thus
raising a lot of money for this very worthy cause.

The Mercy Kids and Teens Appeal aims to raise funds to benefit crucial areas of the Mercy’s services to young people, including
bereavement counselling and social / educational support.

We fondly remember Danny Crowley with love and affection as a past student of Pres.  His family have many connections to
the College.  Danny’s brother Seán graduated in 2013, his cousin Adam Cohalan graduated in 2014 and Adam’s brother
Michael is presently a 3rd Year student.  It was great to see so many Pres students, past and present, taking part in the
Christmas Day Swim in Danny’s memory and supporting a great cause!

BBrr  MMaarrttiinn  KKeennnneeaallllyy
Congregation Leader 
Presentation Brothers



Christopher Fehilly (Class 3C) was a member of Ireland’s Four Nation’s Championship winning team in Killarney.  It was
his first cap.  He has just qualified for the 2017 Irish team so a second cap is secured.  All at the Pres Gazette wish him
every success this year.  We look forward to more success from Christopher!

Christopher Fehilly helps Ireland win the Four Nations Fishing Championship!

Christopher prepares for battle! Christopher’s all spruced up - time to savour the moment!



AJ Whelan gains valuable international experience in Budapest
On the 12th of October last, AJ Whelan (3rd Year) attended the 6th ITF Taekwondo World Cup in Budapest.  AJ had been
preparing for months in advance for this event, by training more than three times a week every week.  AJ did have some injury
setbacks along the way, but he did his best to make up for the lost time as much as he could.  Over the course of the five
day competition, AJ participated in three events, the individual patterns and sparring (-60kg pre junior 12-14 Black Belt Male
Section) and also team sparring (Black Belts, 12-14 Male Section, Age Restriction only).

This was his first ever competition as a Black Belt and was by far his toughest test to date.  As this is an international
tournament there were competitors from the four corners of the world and AJ competed against representatives and teams
from Hungary, Russia and New Zealand.  This was a huge learning experience for him and he can now look forward with
confidence to future competitions such as the World Championships in Dublin 2017, where he hope to be selected for the
Irish team.

AJ was hoping for better outcomes in the individual competitions but his best efforts were just not good enough on the day.
He participated in team sparring for the very first time where the Irish team had to overcome a strong Russian squad to get
into a medal position.  What is different about team sparring is that there is a maximum of five on each team and the winners
are determined by the team that has the highest score.  Ireland were trailing when AJ was chosen to fight for the points to
bring Ireland back into contention for a medal.  The challenge that he faced was competing against an opponent from a
higher weight category, being was much taller and broader than the Pres man, with every hit he took sapping his energy.  The
losing outcome here, alas, meant that the Irish team lost out to the eventual winners, Argentina..

While AJ was quite disappointed with his individual results, he also felt that he had done the best that he could, and at the
end of the day was very happy to have had the opportunity to go to Budapest to compete.  Whilst there, AJ also saw first-
hand that the 6th ITF World Cup was a huge success for the Ireland team, coming second overall behind Argentina.  Another
thrill was going on to see his younger brother, Luke competing internationally for the first time, while he also had the honour
of carrying the Ireland flag at the opening ceremony. Well done Luke!

In November 2016, I attended the Limerick Taekwon-do
International Open held in the University of Limerick.  I was
competing on the Saturday and coaching on the Sunday.
On the Saturday, I took part in patterns and sparring.
Having reached reached my black belt grading, the
competition rules for both patterns and sparring have
changed for me and now present a very different challenge,
in addition to being of a much higher standard. The
sparring competition is now done on a round robin basis
which was an entirly new experience for me.  Having
narrowly lost my first bout, I made the mistake of thinking
I had time to overturn my opponent's narrow lead in the
second half of the bout when the referee called time - this
was my mistake and a huge learning curve for me. 

In patterns, I performed my preferred routine and scored
very well to lead going into the second set.  However this
was at a lower grade pattern and my opponent performed
better than me overall to edge the bout.

My coaches and friends have told me that it will take me
some time to get to grips with this new category which for
me is a new division and a higher standard of competition.
I have come to realise that I will have to raise my
performance accordingly.

AAJJ  WWhheellaann



After another very successful year, the schools crews are shaping up nicely for the tough season ahead.  Wins in the Schools
Regatta, a very successful regatta in London and two of our rowers representing Ireland are just some of the highlights.  Our
1st Years have just started rowing and their potential is already showing under the watchful eyes of their expert coaches.   The
past season only really got going as the summer holidays approached and here are some of the highlights and successes of
this dedicated bunch of student-athletes!

Lough Rynn Regatta in Leitrim (May, 2016)
The school’s crews travelled to Leitrim to row on the newly developed course recently build on Lough Rynn.  They picked up
a fantastic win in the J18 Four and second places in the J15 Eight and J16 Four.

London Metropolitan Regatta (June, 2016)
The J18 Squad travelled to Dorney Lake in London for London Metropolitan Regatta to gain some high class racing experience
on the 2012 Olympic course.  Our J18 Four finished in a very
impressive second place in the IM3 Four event, competing
against a number of university students in the event. 

Athlone Regatta (June,2016)
As the Junior Cert was finishing, we travelled to Athlone Regatta
for some tough racing in the lead up to the National Champs.
There was a win in the J18 2- and 2nd place in the J18 Four.

Cork Regatta (July, 2016)
This proved to be one of the most successful days out of the
season with three superb wins in J18 Four, the J16 Four and the
J15 Quad.  All the crews performed excellently on the day!

National Championships (July 2016)
Our J18 Four made the A Final by winning their semi-final and
finished in fourth place in the final.  Our J18 Pair won their semi
and made the A Final where they finished in fourth place,
agonisingly close to a medal with only four seconds between 1st
and 4th position!  Our J14 Quad finished second, J15 Quad 3rd
and J15 Eight 3rd.  All promising results for our younger athletes
in their development towards J18 level.

Rowing Report 2016

Photo shows the current Presentation College RC athletes

International rowers (l-r) Patrick Keneally and Alan O’Keeffe



Senior Schools Relay Winners Patrick Kenneally and Alan O’Keeffe after winning 
the J18 Pair at the Athlone Regatta

The winning J18 Four at the Cork Regatta Winners3rd Year Indoor Relay Winners

2nd Year Indoor Relay Winners



Coupe de la Jeunesse (Poznan, Poland) and Home Internationals (Cardiff)
The summer finished off with Alan O’Keeffe and Patrick Kennelly representing their country and their school with distinction
at the Home Internationals in Cardiff (July) and the Coupe de la Jeunesse (European Cup) in Poland (August) respectively. The
two students continued the proud tradition of Pres rowers representing their school and were a credit to Pres and their families
in their achievements and superb performances. 

Skibbereen Head-of-the-River (November, 2016)
The first head of the new season started with a run of great results recorded over the day.  The Head-of-the-River was held
on The Marina in Cork over the 4k course.  There were wins in the Club 4, J184, J182-, J164, Club 2- and J168 making this a
hugely successful day out the school’s crews!

Muckross Head-of-the-River  (December, 2016)
Head season began with a lot of our crews getting some valuable early season racing and fitness testing.  Some great results
were recorded on the day with the highlight being our Senior students winning the Club 4 event.  Well done again lads! 

Interprovincial Indoor Rowing Championships (November 2016)
The Regional ERG test held in UL again this year proved a very competitive event and our students put in some very strong
performances throughout the day.  The 2nd Year team of Jack Murphy, Jacques Mathieu, Peter Higgins and Sam Crean won
the team relay event in their category.  Jack Murphy and Jacques Mathieu both also won Gold and Bronze in their respective
categories. 

Irish Indoor Rowing Championships (January 2017)
The first event of the New Year was another trip to UL for the National Indoor Championships.  A large group travelled for
what proved to be an excellent event.  It was also compulsory for all our athletes hoping to gain Irish selection later in the
season. There were great results overall with the standouts being the wins in the 2nd Year Team Relay and the Senior Team
Relay.  Jamie Falsey picked up Gold and Darragh Murphy a Silver medal in the Individual J15 event.

Well done to Patrick Kennelly (Oarsman of the Year) and Cormac O’Connell (Clubman of the Year) for their excellent
achievements throughout the year and their commitment and dedication to rowing within Pres.  Very well done again lads!

I would like to thank all rowers, their parents and the school staff and management for their ongoing support.  A big ‘Thank
You’ to the great team of coaches who give so much time supporting and developing the rowers and the sport in general. 

Thanks also to graphic designer Charlie Neville who designed our excellent fundraising Presentation College Rowing Club
2017 Calendar again this year and to the loyal sponsors who supported the project.  Much appreciated by all in the club!

Photo shows (l-r) Cormac O’Connell and Patrick Kenneally with their well deserved awards



Cricket Report

Munster Schools Cricket Champions 2016
Back row (l-r) Ross Durrity (Coach), Don Buckley (PBC Cricket Co-ordinator), Andrew McCarthy, Simon O’Brien, Brian Kelleher, Michael
Hickey (President, Munster Cricket Union) presents the Minster Schools Trophy to PBC Cricket captain, Aidan Kelleher, Ryan Butt, Rory

Copplestone, Dermot Giltinan (PBC and Cork County Cricket legend).
Front row (l-r) Robert O’Brien, Ashiq Rahman, Max Egan, Rioghan O’Sullivan, Patrick Campbell, Diarmuid Carey, Ryan O’Connell.

(Missing from the photo are Hamza Idrees, Masroor Salam and Gunjeet Ahluwalia)

Ryan O’Connell hits a single to midwicketBrian Kelleher pulls Adam Hickey to deep square

Pres began the defence of the Munster Schools T20 with a match against local rivals, CBC, at the Mardyke in April.  This was
the proverbial thriller, with CBC batting first and making 102 for 5, and captain, Fahd Raig, going through the innings unbeaten.
Pres began their reply solidly, good performances from Ryan O’Connell, Max Egan and Brian Kelleher, bringing them to 99 for
6 entering the final over.  The loss of Brian Kelleher and then Max Egan off the final ball, meant that Pres unfortunately fell
agonisingly two runs short of their target!  This left us against it to qualify for the final, meaning firstly that wins were essential
against Midleton College, Bandon Grammar and the Cork Combined Schools and secondly, results involving the other teams
had to go our way.  Fortunately wins did follow over Midleton and Bandon, but bad weather forced the cancellation of the
game against Cork Combined Schools, with both teams togged out ready to go in the Mardyke.  The following day, Midleton
caused a huge upset by beating CBC in their match, meaning that Pres and Cork Combined Schools qualified for the final.



Pres captain, Aidan Kelleher drives towards 
the extra cover boundary

Pres captain Aidan Kelleher receives the Munster Schools trophy
from Munster Cricket Union President Michael Hickey.

Played in glorious conditions at the Mardyke, Pres, captained by 6th Year student, Aidan Kelleher won the toss and elected to
bowl first. Cork Combined openers, Kieran O'Reilly and Senan Jones, began briskly, reaching 65 for 0 after 9 overs.  Cork
Combined captain, Kieran O'Reilly, fell in the very next over, caught by wicket keeper, Aidan Kelleher, off the bowling of Max
Egan.  The second wicket went down in the 15th over, courtesy of a brilliant ball from Diarmuid Carey, leaving the score at
that point, 115/2.  Cork Combined opener, Senan Jones, was out lbw to Brian Kelleher in the 17th over, but only after a great
knock of 79, which at the time looked like being a match winner.  A further wicket fell in the final over, leaving Pres with a
daunting but achievable run target of 148.
The Pres reply did not begin well, with opener, Diarmuid Carey, falling to a brilliant delivery from Senan Jones, when facing
his very first ball.  However, Pres captain, and Man-of-the-Match Aidan Kelleher, with strong support from fellow 6th Year
student, Ryan O'Connell, warmed to their task and after 4 overs, Pres were 25/1.  O'Connell, however suffered a back spasm
in the 5th over and was replaced by Brian Kelleher, and he performed admirably to leave Pres on 73/1 after 10 overs, and the
game nicely poised.  The Kelleher brothers were by now in firm control of the match, and they moved the score onto 133/2
by the end of the 16th over, courtesy of three monstrous sixes from Aidan and a great knock of 28 from Brian, whose wicket
fell in the same over.  Ryan O'Connell then resumed after injury, and the final 15 runs were negotiated without too much trouble
by the 19th over.  A very deserving win for Pres, especially after the setback of losing their first round robin game to CBC!

Some thanks are in order at this point: to our coaches, Pres teacher Ross Durrity, and past pupil Kevin Bray, who give so willingly
of their spare time to mentor Pres cricketers.  To Cork County CC, who are always so helpful in allowing us to use their
magnificent facility in The Mardyke for all our home games  We are especially grateful.  To the Munster Cricket Union and in
particular, Cricket Ireland RDO, Jim Doran, for putting the T20 competition together.  Finally, a huge ‘Thank You’ must to
former PBC Principal, Ken Whyte who was unwavering in his support of PBC Cricket over the last number of years. 

PBC Cricket Panel: Aidan Kelleher (captain), Ryan O'Connell, Brian Kelleher, Andrew McCarthy, Ryan Butt, Rory Copplestone,
Diarmuid Carey, Hamza Idrees, Nicholas Kelleher, Gunjeet Ahluwalia, Ashiq Rahman, Patrick Campbell, Max Egan, Rioghan
O'Sullivan, Robert O'Brien, Masroor Salam and Simon O'Brien.

Indoor sessions continue to take place every Friday place in the PE Hall since September, under the guidance of Pres teachers,
Don Buckley and Ross Durrity.  These sessions have been well attended, with plenty of new blood coming through with the
likes of 1st Years, Arbaz Khan, Daud Idrees, Alex McAllen and Isaac Wheelock.  The old reliables of Brian Kelleher, Diarmuid
Carey and Max Egan are always on hand to give a piece of advice and encouragement to the newcomers.

DDoonn  BBuucckklleeyy
PBC Cricket Co-Ordinator



Another year is well under way for our small army of rugby players.  The U14 squads are halfway through their season.
Feedback from the coaching staff is that they are developing well and improving with every week.   Highlights of their year so
far include a memorable trip to Thomand Park for the visit of the New Zealand Maori, a hugely successful trip to Terenure and
ten hard fought games against the old enemy on the hill.  A huge thank you to Liam Lynch and his superb team of coaches
who do so much tremendous work.   

Sadly following an excellent qualifying campaign our brave U15 Squad had its bid to retain the McCarthy ended by eventual
winners CBC in a hard fought semi-final.  Similar to the rest of the campaign this match was of an extraordinarily high quality
and but for the bounce of a ball the result could have been very different. 

Following a well earned break, the entire squad returned to training in the new year.  The second half of the season started
with a trip to watch Munster train in Limerick and the chance to meet with some current Munster stars, many of whom are
past pupils of the college.  With a whole series of  games, the Edmund Rice Cup and a sixty strong end of season tour to Wales
to come, there is much to look forward too for this group.  A huge thanks to Brian and Caleb for all their work in co-ordinating
this group. Thanks also to the coaching team who give their time so selflessly to the cause, Brendan Deane, Gary Squires,
Feargus O’Donoghue, Seán Ryan, Eamon O’Connor, Don Coughlan, Caleb Sheehan and Brian Casey. 

The Junior Cup squad  were in action in the first round of the  Junior Cup, away to Ardscoil Rís on January 18th. Conceding
early, they showed their character in coming back to record a hard fought and important victory.  Winning has secured them
a home quarter final against a very good St Munchins’ team.  The Kidney Cup squad lost their semi-final to Cresent recently,
but their season won't end there, with upcoming games arranged against local opposition.

The Bowen Shield team was knocked out at the semi-final stage but gave a very good account of themselves throughout the
league.  With many of their players involved in the Senior squad, this competition once again provided a great opportunity for
player development, with many showing they have what it takes to go on to bigger and better things.

The Senior team also began their campaign against Ardscoil Rís.  Playing a delightful brand of rugby, they won comfortably,
and as earned a home quarter final against Cresent Comprehensive, a hurdle they overcame to now face local Cork rivals,
bandon Grammar School in a much anticipated semi final.  Our best wishes go to the squad for the remainder of this
competition.  We hope the lads will remain injury free and that they get the reward they richly deserve for the extraordinary
effort each and every one of them has put into PBC Rugby.  It’s high time the Senior Cup was brought home to The Mardyke!

The Barry Cup team was in action also. After beating St Munchins in an superb semi-final they were narrowly beaten in a nail
biting final by CBC.  This was an magnificent match full of skill, physicality, passion, pride and sportsmanship and great credit
is due to both squads and their coaches.

Rugby news

Pictured at Newmarket Motors, PBC Rugby’s main sponsor are (l-r) Peter Scott, Rugby Games Master PBC, Annette Browne (owner), 
Jack O’Sullivan (SCT Captain) Richie Foley (JCT Captain), Seán Browne (owner), DJ O’Sullivan (Sales Manager) and Colmán Ó Tuama PBC.



Munster U18 Rugby Provincial Players 2016 / ‘17 (l-r) Billy Scannell, Jonathan Wren, Cian Fitzgerald and Séan French

Munster U19 Rugby Provincial Players 2016 / ‘17 (l-r) Bryan O’Connor, Billy Scannell, Peter Sylvester, Paul Buckley and Jack O’Sullivan

It’s  been a great  year for a number of our rugby playing past pupils.  Congratulations to Simon Zebo for his role in Ireland’s
historic defeat over the All Blacks in Chicago. In 2016 Simon also became Munster’s all-time top try scorer!  Congratulations
to Peter O’Mahony on his successful return to rugby and on leading Munster to the quarter finals of the European Cup for an
incredible 16th time!  Congratulations to Niall Scannell who made his full debut, and played superbly for Ireland v Italy in this
year’s 6 Nations Championship, and to his brother Rory who was named in Ireland’s 6 Nations Squad.  Congratulations also
to Brian Scott who made his Munster senior debut in the European Cup and Shane Daly who was selected for the Ireland 7s.

Finally it is with great sadness that we learned of the recent passing of Pres coaching legend Paddy Attridge.  A tough
uncompromising traditionalist ‘Paddy A’, along with his sidekick Declan Kidney, brought huge success to Pres and will be fondly
remember by everyone he toughened up. Our thoughts and prayers are with his family at this difficult time.  Ar dheis Dé go
raibh a anamh.

PPeetteerr  SSccootttt,,  Games Master, PBC 



Photo shows Class of 2016 Pres students (l-r) Jack O'Shea and Conor O'Flynn who are currently playing rugby with UCD RFC.
Conor has just been appointed as captain of the UCD U20 team for the current season.

Photo shows (l-r) Barry Connolly, Liam O’Connell and Barry O’Flynn.  Barry Connollly and Barry O’Flynn represented Ireland in the Coupe de la
Jeunesse (European Cup) in Poland while Liam travelled to the Home Internationals in Cardiff.  All three row with Cork Boat Club.

Pres lads represent Ireland in Rowing

Former Pres rugby lads strutting their stuff with UCD



Pres Boy Amhlaoibh Porter tastes rugby success in New Zealand!

PBC student, Amhlaoibh Porter, has recently been the
beneficiary of a unique rugby education. Last April,
Amhlaoibh jetted off to New Zealand, where he has enrolled
as a student at Christ College in Christchurch.

Although still eligible for U16 level, Amhlaoibh has played his
way onto the school senior rugby team and played a hugely
significant role in helping Christ College win the U18
Canterbury Colleges final in November last, the first time in
history that this trophy has been won by Christ College.
Subsequently, Amhlaoibh was honoured by his school, being
named U18 Forward-of-the-Year.  Enormous recognition for
a talented, hard-working and unassuming young man.

Amhlaoibh’s head coach at Christ College is retired All Black
captain Reuben Thorne, who predicts a bright rugby future
for the Pres back row.  His talents have now also been
recognised outside of his school.  Amhlaoibh was selected to
play No 8 on the Canterbury U16 provincial team, after
coming through an arduous selection process that involved
over 14,000 players on the South Island of New Zealand!

On the strength of this success, he has opted to return to
New Zealand for another academic year, and will return to
Pres for 5th Year in September 2017.  All at Pres are delighted
to hear of Amhlaoibh’s tremendous success in the land of the
long white cloud and we look forward greatly to his return to
the Pres fold in due course.

The winning Christ College team from the U18 Canterbury College’s Final.  Amhlaoibh is third from the right in the back row.  
His coach, former All Black captain Rueben Thorne, is standing on the extreme right in the back row.



Swimming is very strong in Pres at the moment

Ross McAuliffe’s in the form of his life!
5th Year student,Ross McAuliffe’s  swimming achievements so far this season have been extraordinary. Ross won the 100m
Backstroke on 8th of May in the National Aquatic Center (NAC) Dublin in the Irish Senior Schools Interprovincials, swimming
a PB of 58.52 seconds and also setting a new club record, a time that has stood since 2006. 

Ross also competed at the Irish Open Long Course Swimming Championships over the previous weekend on the 1st May and
came third in the Final of the 50m Backcrawl, claiming the Bronze medal. 

This is another fantastic achievement, in what is turning out to be a great swimming career. Ross trains seven days a week
and at least twice , if not three times a day, beginning in the early hours of the morning, with a usual start time of 5:30am.

Munster Short Course Championships, October: Munster Senior Schools Championships, November:
� 50m Backstroke Gold � 100m Backstroke Gold
� 50m Butterfly Gold
� 100m Backstroke Bronze

2016 has proved to be another great year for Pres swimming at the recent Munster Senior Schools Championship. The school
won two individual gold medals, one silver and three bronzes!  There were also two gold medals for our very impressive Junior
Relay squad. 

Ross McAuliffe, Neddie Irwin and our Junior team have now qualified for the National Schools Championship.  The squad
included Ben Cunningham, Neddie Irwin, John Curtin, Michael Carroll, David Carroll, Illan Wall, Cormac McCarthy, Ethan
Novarro, Paul Higgins, Peter Higgins, Thomas Noel, Cian Harley and Ross McAuliffe.

Finally huge congratulations to all swimmers involved and coaches Denis Hegarty and Diarmuid McAuliffe for a very successful
day in UL Arena.

BBrriiaann  CCaasseeyy

Ross McAuliffe Photo shows Neddie Irwin with his coach Richard Cassidy after
Neddie won a bronze medal at the Irish Swimming National
Championships in the 800m freestyle at the NAC last July.



Johnny Durcan sails for Ireland at the 2016 Youth Sailing World Championships

Early last December while most Pres students were busy
preparing for their Christmas exams, I flew to New Zealand to
participate in the 2016 Youth Sailing World Championships.
After spending two days flying to the Southern Hemisphere
and  taking a few days to get over jet lag and do some
training,  the real work started.  The Worlds lasted seven days
in total and my discipline had sixty competitors, these being
the top sailor from each nation that qualified.

I finished in 16th position overall, a result that I was really
disappointed with, but on the bright side I can still qualify to
go again later this year. I was very proud to have been chosen
to represent Ireland, and I was also glad to get a chance to
meet up with long standing friends from places like Bermuda,
Canada, Finland, the UK and Hong Kong.

Following the Youth Worlds, I went to Adelaide for a few
weeks, to train and do some more slightly lower-key
competitions, as well as seeing Sydney Harbour.  Australia
was great for sailing and a sunny 35 degrees everyday was a
welcome change from Ireland’s damp and cold winter.

While in Australia, I competed in the Australian National
championships and the following week in the Australian
Youth Championships, where I finished in fourth place. To
finish off the trip, I was glad to avail of an invitation to spend
a few days training with some of the Australian Sailing team.
Overall, this was an amazing experience, and the lessons
learned will stand me in good stead in future championships.
JJoohhnnnnyy  DDuurrccaann

Johnny going thru his paces at the 2016 Youth Sailing World Championship in New Zealand



U19 Soccer
Pres began the defence of their Munster Senior Schools title alongside Ashton School and Coláiste Mhuire Gan Smal, Blarney
in the group stage. With comfortable victories over both, we won the group and entered the knockout rounds.  Captained
by Brian Mulcahy, we have reached the quarter-finals with a 2-1 victory over Charleville in the last 32 and a comprehensive
5-0 victory over St Colmans, Midleton in the last 16. A tricky tie now awaits in the quarter-final against Rochestown College.
JJoohhnn  MMuullllaarrkkeeyy

U17 Soccer
Pres v Patrician Academy
Our first match in our Munster Cup run was an away game against Patrician Academy in Mallow.  We started off slowly, trailing
2-1 at half time, but after the break there was a real sense of urgency about us.  James Falvey scored two goals in quick
succession to complete his hat-trick, and another two were then added by Conor O'Neill and Rian O'Flynn to seal a 5-2 win. 

Pres v Davis College
In the next round we played Davis College, another school from Mallow.  We beat them 1-0, but it was a game that we could
have easily won 5 or 6 nil.  We had about twenty chances, but funnily enough our goal came from a penalty scored by Douwe
Van Sinderen.  Throughout the game Davis College never came close to scoring, the game being completely one sided.

Pres v Rochestown College
We were then into the last 16 against a very talented Rochestown College team.  Rochestown were favourites to win the Cup
at the beginning of the tournament, so we knew it would be a tough game.  We went 1-0 down in the first half to a goal
conceded from a set piece.  After the goal, we completely dominated for the rest of the game.  Our domination brought
many good chances, but alas, we just couldn't finish them.  Indeed, one of our chances, a spectacular James Falvey bicycle
kick that hit the crossbar summed up our match.  We were very unlucky not to come away with something.  It really was just
one of those days.  To say we were all gutted afterwards in the dressing rooms would be an complete understatement!

What Next?
Since we are now out of the Munster Cup, our next match to look forward to will be a Cork U17 Cup match against Bantry
Community School, which takes place in the coming weeks.  We have great aspirations of winning the Cork Cup this year as
we are going for Four-in-a-Row at this age group.

CCoonnoorr  OO''NNeeiillll,,  4th Year

Presentation College’s U17 Soccer Squad 2016 - 2017
Back row (l-r) Darragh Murphy, Peter Hyde, Mark Murphy, Sam Gallagher, Jack O'Sullivan, Brian Lynch, Douwe Van Sinderen, 

Cathal Quirke, Rian O'Flynn, Seán Egan, David Busher, George Hickey and David Hyde.
Front ow (l-r) Joe Cregan, Misha O'Flynn, Conor O' Neill, David Sahm, Jack O'Sullivan, Briain Murphy, Cillian Martin, 

James Falvey, Robert Geaney-O'Brien and Frank Horgan.

PBC Soccer News



U15 Soccer
Great things were expected of this group after their excellent win over Carrigaline CS in the Cork U15 Cup last May.  They
also had the advantage of a bye in the first round of the competition, before facing Skibbereen CS in Round 2.  This game
was played in atrocious weather conditions in CIT, and proved a very tough hurdle to climb.  Skibbereen took the lead against
the run of play early in the second half, before goals from Ethan Twomey and Mel Deasy secured the win for Pres.

Round 3 was a local derby with Coláiste an Spiorad Naomh, played in Corinthian’s Park.  Again, we dominated the match,
missing a host of great chances in the early part of the first half before going behind to a scrappy goal after 25 minutes.  To
their credit, Pres rallied and two quick fire goals from Ethan Twomey left us 2-1 ahead by half time.  The second half followed
a similar pattern with Pres controlling the game for long spells, yet failing to add to their lead.  Final Score: PBC 2-1 CSN.

In the Quarter Final, Pres were drawn away to Carrick on Suir, a match played in Piltown AFC in County Kilkenny.  Again,
weather conditions played their part in this match, a gale force wind and a bumpy pitch impacting significantly on the quality
of play from both teams.  Pres played against the elements in the first half, and in spite of this dominated possession.  Tommie
Murphy almost had Pres ahead after 31mins, but his strong left footed shot brilliantly saved by the Carrick ‘keeper. It was
largely one way traffic for Pres in the second half with a number of gilt edged chances going a begging, leaving the score in
normal time, 0-0.  Extra time saw Pres still in complete control of the match, with Robert Geaney O’Brien creating an excellent
goal for midfielder, Shane Cotter, just before half-time in extra time.  Pres had any number of excellent chances to finish the
match before being caught with the ultimate sucker punch, a deflected Carrick shot trickling into the corner of Darragh
French’s net on the stroke of full time.  The resulting penalty shootout saw Pres miss three of their kicks, and Carrick eventually
won out, 3-1 on penalties.

The final result was terribly disappointing for this team, as many experts had Pres down to win the competition outright.
Lessons will have to be absorbed before an attempt at immediate redemption in the U15 Cork Cup, coming up after the mid-
term break.

KKaarrll  SSwweeeenneeyy
DDoonn  BBuucckklleeyy  

PBC 1st Year Cork City Cup Champions 2016
Back row (l-r): James Price, Ethan Twomey, Gavin Marshall, Daniel Squires, Cian Desmond, Darragh French, 

Daniel Hurley, Nathan Goulding, Conal Harrington and Ewan Kelly.
Front row (l-r): Louis Kendellen, Eoghan Dolan, Colin O’Brien, Don Buckley (Coach), Mel Deasy (Vice Captain), 

Tommie Murphy (Captain), Karl Sweeney (Coach ), Liam Ormond, Aidan McCarthy and Shane Cotter. 



Following Cork City’s magnificent extra time win over league champions Dundalk in last season’s FAI Cup, past pupil and City
stalwart, Alan Bennett paid a much anticipated visit to the College.  Whilst in Pres, Alan met with his former school coach and
mentor, PBC Principal Aiden Twomey, and many of the teaching staff.  Alan later met with a group of very enthusiastic 1st Year
students in the College Theatre, where the boys availed of a Q&A session to discuss aspects of Cork City’s excellent season. 

Pres is hugely proud of Alan and Cork City’s achievements to date and one can only hope that Alan will bring the League of
Ireland Premier Division Trophy back to Pres in the near future!  We wish him and City every success in the season ahead!

Cork City’s Alan Bennett brings the FAI Cup to Pres

Photo shows Alan and Pres teachers (l-r) Seán O’Brien, Emmet O’Halloran, Jonathan Murphy, Alan Bennett,
John Scannell, Alan Sheehan and Craig O’Driscoll admiring the spoils of a very hard fought victory

Alan and PBC Principal Aiden Twomey with the FAI Cup.  Alan chats with 1st Years Rocco McLaughlin-Barry and Ben Ryan

Note the photo on the wall from 1999 shows Aiden Twomey 
(Alan’s coach at the time) congratulating Alan on his selection for

the Ireland School’s International Team



Sprint sensation Conor Morey enjoys a superb 2016 athletics season!

Conor after winning the silver medal for Ireland
in the U16 200m in Wales

Conor after finishing joint first in the 
U15 Intermediate 200m Munster Schools Championships 

3rd Year student Conor Morey, added considerably to his growing reputation in Irish juvenile sprinting by winning multiple sprint
titles for his club Leevale AC and his school in 2016.   The athletics season began in earnest for Conor in last March, when he
won the U15 All-Ireland Indoor 200m title in Athlone IT.  Conor later represented Pres in the outdoor Intermediate 200m
Munster Schools Championships, coming in joint first place in 23.78sec.  In June, Conor returned to club competition with
Leevale, winning the Munster U15 200m title at the CIT track.  That qualified him for the All-Ireland Championships, where
he doubled up at U15 100m and 200m, winning the gold medal in both races! 
Those standout performances led to his selection for the Irish team in the Celtic Games in Swansea in August.  This is a triangular
International Athletics meeting between Ireland, Scotland, Wales and a Wales Development Squad, at U16 and U18 Boys and
Girls.  Conor won the silver medal in the U16 200m in 23.54sec. This was very valuable championship experience for Conor
at a grade that he will be eligible for again this year.
Conor’s athletic talents are not confined to the track however. He is also a very accomplished rugby player in Pres, winning a
McCarthy Cup medal in 2015 /’16, and is currently playing in his second Junior Cup campaign, where he is starring on the
wing.  Truly an outstanding talent who will only get better!  We’ll be keeping a keen eye out on more success for Conor.

Conor blitzs the field to take gold in the U15 200m in the Munster Championships



2016 – 2017 has been a huge success for all things Pres football.  Having spent a number of years in the wilderness, the
Senior Pres football team was resurrected this year.  Huge thanks are deserved for Mr Caleb Sheehan, Mr Enda O’Regan and
Mr John Connaughton for taking the time to bring this team together with the aim of establishing Gaelic football as another
college sport.  Their efforts were not by anyway in vain as seen by the results achieved, and still being achieved by the team
who are in the quarter finals of the Cork Colleges’ Championship and have unfortunately been knocked out of the Munster
Colleges Championship at the last eight stage recently.

Cork Championship 1st Round v Coachford in Ballincollig, 10th October 2016
In the first competitive game of the year, we faced Coachford who were a well organised and experienced team. ,However,
the PBC team performed extremely well with great performances from Kieran Maloney, Paul Kennedy and Owen O’Sullivan
to name a few., A late Joe Duggan goal secured a great two point win 1-14 to 2-9.  Subsequently, Coachford qualified for
the Munster Senior B Championship Final.

Munster Championship 1st Round v Castleisland, Kerry in Kanturk, 19th October 2016
Pres went in as underdogs to our first Munster Championship match in 96 years against Castleisland, Co. Kerry.  Thanks to
great displays by Ross Howell, Simon O’Neill and Eoin Davis, we managed to win convincingly by eight points, 2-10 to 1-5.

Munster Championship 2nd Round v Bantry in Kilmichael, 23rd November 2016
Going in as underdogs proved to be beneficial for us as from start to finish we ran Bantry ragged with quick smart football
with great performances by Bart Daly, Briain Murphy, Brian Mulcahy and Rain O’Flynn. Final score 1-15 to 1-4.

Munster Championship Qtr Final v St Augustine’s, Dungarvan in Gortroe on 20th January 2017
Sadly this game proved a step too far for us and served predominantly as a reality check more than anything.  St Augustine’s
taught us a lesson in how to handle the wild weather conditions with them running out deserved winners. Well done to
them!However, to put this in perspective, St. Augustine’s are a school with a proud Gaelic Games history having competed in
the Corn Uí Mhuirí ‘A’ Competition.  They boasted a current team with several intercounty players so to lose to them in our
first year in the competition was by no means a disgrace.  We will now turn our attention back to the Cork competition with
a game against Bantry approaching. 

PBC Senior Gaelic Football Squad 2016 - 2017:
Karl Walsh, Eoin Healy, Owen O’Sullivan, Briain Murphy, Rian O’Flynn, Brian Mulcahy, Barth Daly, James O’Donovan
(Captain), Ross Howell, Kieran Maloney, Paul Kennedy, Adam Healy, Eoin Davis, Simon O’Neill, Joe Duggan, Darragh
O’Callaghan, James Buckley, Ciáran O’Driscoll, David Casey, David Hogan, Seán Henry Squires, Jack O’Driscoll, Mike Harte
and Ronan Twomey.

JJaammeess  OO’’DDoonnoovvaann  
(Class 5B), School Captain

PBC Senior Gaelic Football 2016 – 2017

Pres Gaelic Football Squad 2016 - 2017



The Pres senior hurling team that beat Patrician Academy, Mallow in the First Round of the Senior Hurling Championship

Since arriving in our school in first year, many of us had hoped to one day represent Pres on the hurling field.  This year that
ambition was realised with the help of Mr O’Regan, Mr Sheehan, Mr John Connaughton and past student and All-Ireland
winner Alan Browne among others.
The commitment and pride shown by each and every player revealed what Pres hurling is all about and led to us winning our
first competitive senior hurling match in over 80 years!  We can be very proud to say we were part of that team and the legacy
that will continue from it.

I would love to see Pres win many Harty Cups in years to come and see no reason why we shouldn’t.  Hopefully this year was
the first step towards achieving that goal.  Mar a deir an seanfhocail ‘Tús maith, leath na hoibhre’!

Additional Hurling Notes
PBC would like to thank Bishopstown GAA club for the use of their excellent facilities for our regular well attended training
sessions.  We played two challenge matches against Harty Cup teams from Midleton CBS and Charleville in September as
preparation for our first competitive match.

Cork Senior Hurling Championship 1st Round v Patrician Academy Mallow in Bishopstown 29th September 2016
A super Pres performance gave us a win on a score-line of 2-19 to 1-16.
PBC: Mark O’Leary; Eoghan Healy, Simon O’Neill, Seán O’Flynn; Bart Daly, James Buckley, Mike Harte; Conor Walsh, Ross
Howell (0-3); Paul Kennedy(2-8, 5f), Adam Healy (0-1), Peter Cunningham (0-1); Ronan Twomey (0-2), Cathal Browne (0-
1) and Karl Walsh (0-3).
Subs: Michael Nunan, Ciarán Hennigan, Mark Butler, David Casey, Darragh O’Callaghan, Tom Ormond, Kieran Maloney, Jack
O’Driscoll, Cathal Walsh, Ciarán O’Driscoll, Brian Murphy, David Marshall, Mark McStay and Luke Twomey.

We played two more challenge matches against Midleton club’s U16 team and Spioraid Naoimh’s senior hurling team.

The next round of championship was scheduled to be against Ballincollig Community School but unfortunately they conceded
a walkover to us so we progressed to a semi-final against Mitchelstown.   This was played in Kildorrey on 7th December
2016.  Unfortunately Mitchelstown proved too strong for us on the day despite the valiant efforts of our players.

CCoonnoorr  WWaallsshh  
(Class 6A), School Captain

PBC Senior Hurling 2016 – 2017



Pres Basketball teams consistently compete at the top level of Irish Schools Basketball.  The various school teams currently have
11 Cork Championship titles and six All-Ireland titles, two of which were won by the present 5th Years in their 1st and 2nd
Years in Pres.  These lads are our present 5th Years playing on the U19 team who have reached the All-Ireland quarter finals.
Pres Basketball have teams competing at 1st and 2nd Year, and at U16 and U19 level and have registered over sixty players
with Basketball Ireland for the 2016/’17 season. 

Player Improvement Sessions are run weekly for lads who are playing basketball for the first time.  The scheduled training
sessions take place every Monday and Tuesday after school, and Sunday mornings are also utilised if any of the Pres teams
advance in the All-Ireland Competitions.

Pres are very much respected and welcomed all over Ireland, due to their fast breaking brand of basketball, allied to the high
skill levels of many of the present PBC players.  We have currently three International Players, Andrew O'Connor becoming
an Irish U16 International player this past summer, and he will go on to compete in the European Championships in the
summer of 2017.  David Murray, who has also been capped at U16 level, is soon to be honoured again at U18 level. 

What can we say about this next young man which has not been said many times already?  Seán Jenkins is a member of both
the U18 and U20 Irish Teams.  He won an MVP award at the recent National Cup Finals in Dublin, playing for his club,
Neptune.  He also collected another MVP award for his performances with the Irish Team in an International Tournament held
in Manchester during the Christmas break.  Seán is hoping to continue his Basketball dream stateside when he has completed
his Leaving Certificate Exams this coming June.  Watch this space!!!

SSeeáánn  MMuurrpphhyy
PBC Basketball Coach

The PBC Basketball story does not end there however.  With his coaching contribution to Pres Basketball success, UCC Demons
and the Irish Senior Men's International Teams over many years, Pres coach Seán Murphy has recently been inducted into the
‘Basketball Ireland Hall of Fame’.  This provides very worthy recognition for a man who has given most of his adult life
promoting the game of basketball.  We, in Pres, are honoured to have a coach of Sean’s calibre and experience working with
our students.  We are very extremely proud of Sean’s achievements and wish him many more years of coaching excellence!

EEddiittoorr

PBC U19 Basketball Squad who have reached the All-Ireland U19 Schools Basketball Final
Photo shows (l-r) Coach Seán Murphy, Seán Jenkins, Tom Bornemann, David Murray, Ciarán Fitgerald, William O’Conor, 

Davie Scott, Andrew O’Connor and Cian McNamara

Pres Basketball 2016-17



Three PBC students lit up the National Basketball Arena on the weekend of January 27th-29th last at the National Basketball
Cup finals.  Seán Jenkins, David Murray and Ciarán Fitzgerald created history with their club Neptune, becoming the first club
to do the U18, U19 and U20 Cup treble!  What an achievement!

All three boys lined out on Friday night in the U18 Final against a very impressive KUBS team from Dublin.   This Neptune
squad, who have  been dubbed ‘the Dream Team’ lived up to this name by beating KUBS on a score line of 90 to 73.  All three
played extremely well and secured the first of the three cups on offer that weekend.

On Saturday night, Dave Murray and Seán Jenkins lined out for the senior side in the President’s Cup Final.  On this occasion,
they played hot favourites, EJ Sligo All-Stars.  With 4½ minutes gone in the first quarter Neptune were down by 14 points.  It
was time to call in the Pres Boys, and boy did they deliver!  Murray was exceptional on the boards and defensively, he would
be the leader of the team, standing up to the biggest and toughest offensive players in the league.  Seán Jenkins, on the
other hand is the main scorer, literally poetry in motion and simply unstoppable offensively when in form.  By halftime, Neptune
were all square, and by the time the final buzzer had sounded, Murray had racked up umpteen rebounds and Jenkins had
scored an amazing 32 points!  Sean was awarded the MVP for his efforts.  The second Cup was now in the bag!

Less than 24 hours later, again Jenkins and Murray were again to the fore, lining out in the U20 Cup Final.  They were even
better Sunday than the night before.  They again played against KUBS, who were up for battle and hoping to put a stop to
Neptune’s dominance.  But the Pres boys had other ideas, and by the final buzzer, Murray’s and Jenkins’ playing stats were
off the chart, leading both teams in scoring, rebounds, assists and steals!  Neptune ran out winners on a scoreline of 85 to 75
and the unprecedented Cup treble was secured!

History had been made with Ciaran, Dave and Seán returning to Cork with three National Cups.  

What an achievement, truly the stuff of dreams!

(Photos courtesy of Angelene Myers)

Seán Jenkins with one of his MVP awards Pres boys Dave Murray, Ciarán Fitzgerald and Seán Jenkins 
with the three trophies from an unforgettable weekend 

for them and Neptune Basketball Club

Pres Boys drive Neptune to Triple Cup Glory!



The Quarter and Semi Final games were played in the National Basketball Arena, Tallaght on Tuesday, February 7th.

Quarter Final: Pres v Summerhill College, Sligo. 
This game was a repeat of the U16 All-Ireland Final of 2015.  Sligo started with real intent, and with their overall height
advantage were challenging Pres all over the court.  Quick rebounds by David Murray initiated a Pres fast break with a half
court pass to Davie Scott who finished with a great basket.  In stepped ‘Hurricane’ Jenkins, who then nailed a monster 3
pointer from just inside the half way line to send Pres into the end of the First Quarter ahead by 15 to 12.

To open the 2nd quarter, William O'Connor made a great jumper from the baseline.  Then his younger brother, U16
International, Andrew, took a great offensive rebound out of the hands of Sligo's top player Shane Mooney and cooly finger
tipped the ball into the net to give Pres a 9 point lead at half time.

Pres finished the 3rd quarter 47 to 36 ahead, thanks to a great 3 pointer from the wing from Ciarán Fitzgerald.  Later, Seán
Jenkins, when falling backwards hit a three from down town to leave the game over as a contest, Pres eventually running out
winners by 62 to 57.

Semi-Final: Pres v St Malachy's, Belfast. 
This game was destined to be a real tactical affair as the two opposing coaches are very close friends.  St Malachy's would be
rated as the best in the country for their overall skill level and technical approach and shooting percentages.  

In the 1st quarter, David Murray sent out a clear message to his opponents that the key area near both baskets were his
property.  With Murray's massive rebounding skill and outlet passing, Davie Scott, Ciarán Fitzgerald and William O'Connor
finished successive fast breaks to put Pres ahead.  Malachy's were not to be outdone and proceeded to hit a couple of 3
pointers and to finish the 1st quarter in front by 27 to 22.

Pres then went to zone defence, putting Andrew O'Connor and Seán Jenkins to the perimeter to stop Malachy's 3 point
shooters.  This tactic paid huge dividends and Davie Scott and Murray continued in the same vein to leave the score at half
time 41-37 to Pres.

Pres reach U19 A All-Ireland Final in some style

Pictured with PBC basketball coach Seán Murphy are PBC’s Basketball internationals 
(l-r) Andrew O’Connor (U16), David Murray (U18) and Seán Jemkins (U18 and U20)



The 3rd quarter was tit-for-tat with Malachy's persisting in playing two men on Jenkins at all times.  This tactic was turned
on its heels however, as Pres won the 3rd quarter 14-12 with Murray scoring 9 points.

The last quarter was not for the faint hearted!  Pres were
leading 55/49.  Malachy's Smye and Tom Glockin hit baskets
early in the 4th Quarter and the score got tighter.  Then Seán
Jenkins got hot and had a 3 pointer followed by two more
excellent baskets.  Then disaster struck for Pres late in the
quarter when Andrew O'Connor committed his 5th foul and
unfortunately had to leave the game.  In this period, nerves
were jangling and Pres missed some vital free throws before
Ciarán Fitzgerald settled the nerves scoring one of his two free
throws.  With 19 seconds left to play, Pres were 3 points ahead
and with the clock at 4 seconds CJ Fulton (the St Malachys
coach’s son) scored his second 3 pointer of the last quarter to
level the game at 64-64.  Incredibly, Malachy's last 4 scores
were 3 pointers. It was most definitely advantage to St
Malachy's going into overtime.

Extra time started with both squads on team fouls which means that any foul committed on the court gave you two free
throws.  With a double team still on Jenkins, we had Ciarán Fitzgerald, Davie Scott, William O'Sullivan, Dave Murray and Seán
Jenkins as our 5 on the court.  Dave Murray put Pres ahead when he was fouled going to the basket.  He then scored both
free throws to settle Pres’ nerves.  McKeown of St Malachy's answered this with a great jump shot under pressure.  Murray
further responded with a coast to coast basket which had the many Pres supporters going ballistic in the stands!  Malachy's
then came storming down the court with the clock running down and CJ Fulton tried to rescue his side but Jenkins got hold
of the rebound and Fulton fouled him.  Seán had the last word though, scoring a free throw and marching Pres into the 2017
U19 A Schools’ All-Ireland Final. 

Top scorers for Pres in the Semi Final were David Murray 24, Seán Jenkins 20 and Davie Scott with 16.

SSeeáánn  MMuurrpphhyy
PBC Basketball Coach

Andrew O'Connor (Class 3E) became the latest Pres basketball player to be capped at U16 level.  He played in a tournament 
in Luxembourg last summer, before travelling to Minsk, the capital of Belarus for the European U16 Basketball Championships.

Andrew is pictured in the back row, fourth from the left.

Three O’Connor brothers reprersent Pres U19 Basketball
Photo shows (l-r) Thomas,William and Andrew O’Connor.

Ireland U16 Basketball Squad 2016



Jerry Daly reflects on his time spent ‘down The Mardyke’

Former Pres and Sunday’s Well great, Jerry Daly, paid a recent visit to the school and reflected nostalgically on his time spent
‘down the Mardyke’.

Jerry started in Pres in 1942 /’43, and had a storied rugby career while in the school.  Jerry played on the winning Junior Cup
team of 1944 /’45, captained by the late Archie O'Leary, whose story is covered elsewhere in this issue of the Pres Gazette.
Jerry went on to captain the Junior Cup team to glory in season 1945 / ‘46.  Having progressed to the senior side, he was an
influential member of the Pres Senior Cup team who unfortunately were beaten in the Senior Cup Final of 1947 by Crescent
College, for whom the late Richard Harris was a star player.  However, senior success was attained the following year, 1948,
when local rivals, CBC were defeated in the Senior Cup Final.

2016 marked the 70th anniversary of Jerry’s Munster Schools Junior Cup win of 1946, and great memories of those halcyon
days were provoked by the striking photo of the Pres supporters that appeared on the front page of the Irish Times back in
January 2016.  Jerry is a true Corkman and a very loyal and sentimental person, and like so many people before and since,
he would readily admit that his school days in Pres are well up there as the best days of his life!

For as long as his daughters can remember, Jerry has regularly recalled his days at Pres and especially the rugby memories and
old friends.  Being a very talented all rounder, he also played cricket, gaelic football and tennis with the school.  During his
years there, he even called his dog Pres, and who eventually became the team mascot!  He still has many of his photos from
his time at The Mardyke, one in particular that he treasures is with his Mum presenting him with the Cup.  These mementos
of happy occasions now proudly adorn the walls in his home. The medals Jerry won in Pres have been treasured dearly.  He
generously gifted them to his granddaughters and his grandson, who is a keen rugby player at St Mary's College in Dublin.

PBC - Winners of the Munster Senior Schools Cup 1947 - 1948
Back row (l-r) D Cronin, J O’Riordan, J O’Brien, T O’Dea, V Giltinan, A Bradley, P Cunningham and S O’Brien
Front row (l-r) J Kiernan, C Hennessy, C McCarthy, A McHale (captain), J Daly, D Bennett and L Mackesy



His brother Dan was also a pupil in Pres.  Dan's sons John,
Tony, Donal, Jerry and Richard attended the school,
while Dan's son-in-law, David Hyland also has a long and
famous tradition with the school.  This year, Dan's grandson,
James Hyland started in 1st Year.  The Daly link continues in
Pres despite the change in surname!  

When Jerry moved with his family to Dublin in 1972, he
became an active member of the Dublin branch of the PPU
and attended many functions and golf outings in Dublin and
Cork over the years.  Sadly, many of his old friends are playing
rugby in heaven these days, but he still meets Austin Bradley
for lunch when he is in Cork.  

Last October, Jerry paid a visit to the ‘new’ school in The
Mardyke with his daughter, Geraldine.  They met with then
Principal, Ken Whyte, and recalled many fond memories of
Jerry’s time in the school, wheilst perusing the magnificent
photos of that era that proudly grace the school’s corridors.

All the Pres family wish Jerry many more years of good health 
and look forward to meeting him in Pres again in the future!

Book to mark the 140th Anniversary of the foundation of PBC.  Please help!
Br Matthew Feheney is currently working on a book to mark the 140th anniversary of the foundation of PBC in 2018.   Though
it will not be possible to mention every past student of the College, he would like to include concise biographies of a limited
number, especially those representative of different decades.  He would greatly welcome information about past teachers, and
past students, including grandfathers and great-grandfathers of current students of the College.

Br Matthew can be contacted at Mardyke House, Cork, or by mobile (087) 263 4484 or email jmfeheny@iol.ie.  Thank you!

Photo taken in 1970 of the original Presentation College premises on the Western Road.  Note the lack of traffic!



Dan Cowhie - one of the Oldest Pres Boys around!

I was born in Cork City in April 1922.  My father Frank and his brother James ran a grocery provision shop which traded for
over 30 years in Princes Street and they were known as the Cowhie Brothers.  When the time came, my education in the Irish
language was beginning to become very important in Irish schooling.  My parents felt I should become acquainted with the
language so they sent me to the Model School, Angelsea Street, Cork City.  Two interesting points I would like to make here:-

The first thing as I travelled by foot all the way from Magazine Road to Bandon Road and down Barrack Street and the South
Mall, this journey took over half an hour to get to the Model School.   As I passed into the school I saw a very big collapsed
building covered with weeds and thick granite blocks all over the place.  At that time I didn't pay much attention to it but on
checking with my father in later years I discovered that it was the City Council office that had been burnt to the ground by
the Black and Tans in 1921.

The second thing when I was in Model School I was taught by Mr Michael O'Shea for two years. He was the teacher years
earlier in the Fanore National School in County Clare where the manager of the school was the local parish priest Fr Patrick
Keran who wanted Mr O’Shea to marry his assistant teacher even though he was already engaged.  

During my early childhood we used to go on holidays to Fennell’s Bay in Crosshaven in August / September.  While playing
cricket with a few of my friends,two brothers joined to play with us – Maurice and James Aherne.  They were obviously good
cricketing material at that time and from Presentation College in Cork.  At that time I felt Pres should be my next school!

When I completed my national schooling, my family sent me to Pres on the Western Road as I had wished.  At that stage I
had hoped to meet the Ahernes again but they had left to go to live in Dublin.  They both played cricket for the former
Monkstown Cricket Club and rugby for the present Monkstown Rugby Club.  Both boys were excellent rugby players and
obtained ‘caps’ for Leinster Provincial Rugby Team.

Between the Model and going to Pres the summers were spent in Fennell’s Bay swimming, playing cricket and watching the
ocean liners visiting Cobh.  During the winters I would have eventually become a firm friend of Ned Donovan who later SMA
Priest.  His brother Jim was a front row forward for Cork Con and a hard working committee member.   I often played soccer
in an area in Highfield Avenue that was not built on and there I met with Charlie Teehan (a future rugby international), Tommy
Lynn whose brother Jack played second row for Cork Con as well as Tim, and Pat Barry both Pres and Con.

PBC - Winners of the Cagney Shield
Back row (l-r) M O’Brien, E Martin, D Cowhie, E Bateman, M Cahill and J Clifford.

Middle row (l-r) L Power, F Desmond, P Murphy, K Spillane (captain), A Leach, T Moroney and J Corcoran.
Front (l-r) J Buckley and B O’Riordan.



in an area in Highfield Avenue that was not built on and there I met with Charlie Teehan (a future rugby international), Tommy
Lynn whose brother Jack played second row for Cork Con as well as Tim, and Pat Barry both Pres and Con.

The McClements also turned out, Bob played for Dolphin.  Red Holland and brother Michael joined in also.  Redmond played
for Highfield, and I think is related to Billy Holland who is busy with Munster and Ireland nowadays.

I arrived in Pres in the early autumn August / September and ended up in Class 1A.  I can still remember my class mates and
if it is of interest I will detail them now: Seán Ryan, Noel O’Hanlon, Dick Lyons, Michael Cremin, Abhram Kahn, Gerald Scher,
David Hallisey, Dermot Murphy, David Marcus, Cyril Shanahan, ANO, Maurice Spillane, Michael Conlon, Willie O’Sullivan,
Frankie Desmond, Vincent Godsil, Kevin Spillane, Jack McAuliffe, The Roche Twins, Donal Sheehan, Dan Cowhie, Derry
Hennessy, Sean Hayden and Con Finn.

During 1935/1936 I played rugby with the junior group and playing in the Cagney Shield Competition.  Our team won The
Shield in 1936.  This competition enabled the school to select the 1937 Junior Cup team and to my surprise I found I was
selected.   Unfortunately, I have no photograph of the 1937 Tteam because we were beaten in the final.   I suppose Pres School
would not have our photograph as ‘Winners Only’ were hung up on the school walls.

The 1937 team did well in the schools cup getting to the final.  As far as I can remember we played the final the same day as
our senior team played.  This meant we were short our captain David Attwood and our No 8 Denis Fitzgibbon.  By a
coincidence both Pres teams played the Rockwell College teams.  

From that team, the second rugby international of my acquaintance was Jimmy Corcoran, and stretching things somewhat,
Denis Moroney our hooker had a brother Tommy.  H e played with me on the Cagney Shield Team 1936 /’37.   Later on he
won a soccer international cap where the result was a third International for me.

To summarise the match position, we drew ‘0 - 0’ in The Mardyke.  Rockwell got us back to Cashel and sadly beat us, alas I
forget the score.  

FORWARDS FRONT ROW  BACKS
Kevin Murphy SCRUM HALF
Denis Moroney Eddie Mullane
Jim Corcoran

FORWARDS SECOND ROW CENTRES
Dick Donoghue Tony Gilleran
Dan McSweeney

BACK ROW CENTRES
Kevin Heffernan Finbarr Barry ‘Funey” (sub)
Eddie Bateman (sub)
Ken MacDermott BACK THREE

Kevin Lynch ???
Dan Cowhie
Kevin Spillane

Another interesting memory which has nothing to do with
rugby was Denis Fitzgibbon, who was our No 8 became the
well-known RTE Radio character ‘Din Joe’.   Denis ran a very
successful popular Irish dance programme ‘Take the Floor’,
which was recorded live all over the country, and ‘Din Joe’ had
to drive back through the night to Dublin to begin his day job
the next morning.  ‘The Harvest Time Jig’ ‘Take the Floor’
programme took place in Achill, Co Mayo, a long drive indeed.

DDaann  CCoowwhhiiee  
one of the ‘Oldest Pres Guys’ around!



Archie O’Leary RIP 
Archie O’Leary, who has died at the age of 86 on May 21st
last, was a very proud Pres man and a colossus of Cork
business, sporting and cultural life for over sixty years.  Archie
was an international rugby player, an international sailor and
was also internationally known as the co-owner, with his wife
Violet, of a string of race horses including the famed Florida
Pearl.  He also founded Ireland’s largest independent insurance
brokerage, O’Leary Insurances, and its success enabled him to
indulge his passions of ocean sailing and National Hunt racing
in the course of a well-lived life. 

It was obvious from his earliest days in Pres that Archie was an
incredible athlete.  He was an exceptional rugby player,
captaining both the Junior and Senior Cup teams during his
time in the school and was amongst a very small group who
were the holders of Munster Junior and Munster Senior Schools
Cup medals in the same year.

Following his father’s death when Archie was 16, he joined the
insurance business, quickly becoming assistant manager of
Norwich Union Life in Dublin in the late 1950s, before returning
to Cork to open his own business, O’Leary Insurances, in May

1961.  The business flourished under his expert guidance, and today the group employs over 200 people and has nine offices
in Cork, Dublin, Waterford and Galway.

Archie was a long standing member of Cork Constitution, serving as player, selector and finally president and trustee of the club.
He represented both Munster and Ireland, playing in the second row for the national team in 1952 winning three caps.

Archie had always a keen interest in sailing, serving as Admiral of Royal Cork Yacht Club for a time and twice raced in the Irish
Admiral’s Cup team. In 1975, when his rugby playing days were long over, he qualified in the team trial series in company with
two other famous Cork skippers, Clayton Love and Denis Doyle.  That the national team consisted of three Cork boats caused
considerable consternation amongst sailors from the established Dublin sailing clubs at the time.

Like most everything else in his life, Archie was incredibly successful in the racing game.  Besides winning the Champion Bumper
and the Sun Alliance Novice Chase at Cheltenham, Florida Pearl won the Hennessy Gold Cup at Leopardstown a record four
times, as well as a King George at Kempton.  In 2002, his co-owner, his beloved wife Violet, was third in the list of Winning
Owners behind JP McManus and Michael O’Leary.  Archie had a tremendous relationship with Willie Mullins, the trainer of
Florida Pearl, who in a lovely tribute
described Archie as ‘a larger than life
character who enjoyed his racing and his
many big race wins, while always taking
defeats on the chin.  He was always very
enthusiastic and forthright in his views’.

Larger than life in every sense, Archie was
fondly known to both family and staff at
the O’Leary Group, of which he was
chairman, as ‘The Boss’.  He and his wife
Violet (née Crotty), his companion of 62
years, were regular fundraisers for
Marymount Hospice where he spent the
final days of his battle with cancer. 

Archie is survived by his wife, Violet,
daughter Frances, son Anthony, and
brothers Flor and John.  All at Pres extend
their condolences to the O’Leary family.

PBC Winners of Cork Schools Junior Cup 1945 - 1946
Back row (l-r) D Dinan, T Healy, D O’Donnell, G Harrington, A Bradley, K McKenna and J Daly

Middle row (l-r) C Hennessy, F O’Sullivan, T Blake, P Mitchell, J Crowley, A Osborne, 
K O’Donnell and J Kiernan

Front row (l-r) A MacHale, D Bennett, J O’Sullivan, A O’Leary (captain), C McCarthy, 
R Attwood and G O’Connell



DDoowwnn  MMeemmoorryy  LLaannee

Winners of the Munster Schools Senior Cup 1945 - 1946
Winners of the Munster Schools Junior Cup 1945 - 1946
Winners of the Cork Schools Senior Cup 1945 - 1946
Winners of the Cork Schools Junior Cup 1945 - 1946

Back row (l-r) F O’Sullivan, D Bennett, E Heaphy, P Grant, D O’Mahony, T O’Dea, D Forrest and J Ryan.
Standing (l-r) P Scanlon, J Crowley, J Healy, H Baylis, P Mitchell, A O’Leary (junior captain), F O’Donovan, J Crowley, M Collins and G O’Connell.

Sitting (l-r) N Nunan (senior captain), F O’Leary, J O’Sullivan, F Holland (Coach), Br Vincent (Gamesmaster), P Barry (Coach), A Bradley, K O’Donnell and R Attwood.
Front (l-r) C Hennessy, J Daly, D Dinan, C McCarthy, S O’Brien and J Kiernan.

(Note that Jerry Daly and Archie O’Leary, featured in the previous pages are both shown above)



de
sig
n:
 C
ha
rli
e 
N
ev
ill
e,
 C
or
k 
 t 
43
1 
42
44

GGlloorriiffiiccaammuuss  TTee
I offer thee
Every flower that ever grew,
Every bird that ever flew,
Every wind That ever blew.  GGoooodd  GGoodd!!
Every thunder rolling,
Every church bell tolling,
Every leaf and sod.  LLaauuddaammuuss  TTee!!
I offer thee
Every wave that ever moved,
Every heart that ever loved,
Thee, my Father’s Well-Beloved.  DDeeaarr  LLoorrdd!!
Every river dashing
Every lightning flashing
Like an angel’s sword.  BBeenneeddiicciimmuuss  TTee!!
I offer thee
Every cloud that ever swept
O’er the skies, and broke and wept
In rain, and with flowerets slept.  MMyy  kkiinngg!!
Each communicant praying,
Every angel staying
Before thy throne to sing.  AAddoorraammuuss  TTee!!
I offer thee
Every flake of virgin snow,
Every spring of earth below,
Every human joy and woe, MMyy  lloovvee!!
O’Lord!  And all thy glorious
Self o’er death victorious,
Throned in heaven above.  GGlloorriiffiiccaammuuss  TTee!!

An ancient Irish Prayer


