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Report by Principal David Barry

As the school is well settled into the current academic year, I
would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire Pres
community for the warm welcome that has been extended
to me since my appointment as Principal last September.

Since the publication of the Pres Gazette summer issue, Pres
has lost two men who made huge contributions to the
College during their time here. David Hyland (Class of 1981)
sadly passed away in May 2017, and Seán Quinlan, who
passed away recently, aged 83. We extend our deepest
sympathies to both Dave and Seán’s families.

This edition will show a wide range of activities that have
taken place in the College in the recent past, encompassing
academic, sporting, social and other extra-curricular persuits.
The school really values and appreciates the students for their
individual, group and team efforts since the beginning of the
year which has consistently allowed them to experience a
varied and enriched holistic educational experience in Pres.

Pres has consistently been a beacon of academic excellence,
and this has been reflected by the recent publication of the
Sunday Independent sponsored School League Tables, where
Pres has returned to its status as the No.1 ranked secondary
school in the country. This is a testament to the hard work of
our students and their teachers over many years. The success
of our 2017 Leaving Certificate students in achieving their
courses of choice, and the receipt of numerous Quercus
scholarships from UCC to members of the class of 2017 are
also events to be celebrated. These achievements were
mirrored with the excellent Junior Certificate results received
by our student cohort last September.

5th Year student, Kevin Jansson, has always attracted
widespread acclaim for his incredible musical prowess and last
December, he was the first recipient of the Tom Burke
Memorial Cup for music in Pres. In addition, he was chosen
as the Cork Person-of-the-Month for January, a huge honour
for such a humble and immensely talented young man.

There have been notable sporting successes over the past
term with the school retaining the All-Ireland and Munster
Schools Trophies for Sailing, while also reaching the semi-
final of the All-Ireland 1st Year Basketball Tournament. The
Schools’ Rugby Cup campaigns have begun in earnest, with
our Senior and Junior squads progressing to the semi-final
stages of their competitions, against CBC and St Munchins
College respectively. We wish the players and their coaches
every success in the coming weeks.

The achievements of our past pupils on various sporting fields
have always brought enormous pride to the current students
of the College. As you will see on the cover of this issue,
Peter O’Mahony (Class of 2008) captained the British and
Irish Lions in the First Test of their 2017 New Zealand tour, an
honour

honour previously bestowed on Pres and Ireland rugby
legend, Tom Kiernan in 1968. Brothers, Niall and Rory
Scannell received their first full international rugby caps in
2017, against Italy and the USA respectively. Alan Bennett
(Class of 2000), capped an outstanding season from a
personal point of view by captaining Cork City to an historic
League and FAI Cup double, while Ross Howell (Class of
2017) was part of the Cork Minor Hurling panel that won the
Munster Minor title for the first time since 2008. In the past
few weeks, two members of the class of 2010, Seán
Underwood and Eoin O’Farrell were part of the Relentless
Rowers team who completed a transatlantic crossing as part
of the Talisker Atlantic Challenge. We salute this magnificent
achievement and are hugely proud of both of them!

To the staff for all their hard work in the classroom and
beyond, for facilitating the wide range of subjects and extra-
curricular activities available in the College, I wish to extend
my heartfelt thanks. I also want to thank the Pres Gazette
editor, Don Buckley, for all his hard work in co-ordinating and
editing the articles that make up the newsletter, and to Nora
Walsh for providing many of the photographs included.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone in
the school community continued success for the remainder
of the current academic year.

David Barry
David Barry
Principal

Cover photo shows past pupil Peter O’Mahony (Class of 2008)
who captained The British & Irish Lions against New Zealand in
the first test at Eden Park, Auckland on 24th June 2017.



Six Pres students receive UCC Entrance Scholarships

Brian Hallissey scores maximum 625pts in the Leaving Certificate!

Members of the PBC Class of 2017 were the recipients of UCC Quercus Entrance Scholarships
at a reception held in the Aula Maxima, UCC, recently.

Photo shows (l-r) Conor Walsh, Brian Hallissey, Dara McSweeney, Dr John O’Halloran Vice President of Teaching and Learning and
Director of Quercus Talented programme, Dr Jennifer Murphy, UCC Admissions Officer, Tony Cusack, Pierre Mathieu and Jack Blake.

Brian Hallissey (Class of 2017), is pictured above receiving his Quercus Entrance Scholarship from Dr Patrick O’Shea, President
UCC, in recognition of him achieving the maximum 625pts in the 2017 Leaving Certificate. Brian is currently studying
Mathematical Science in UCC. All in Pres are hugely proud of Brian’s achievement and we wish him well in his future studies.



Junior Certificate Awards 2017

Photo shows (l-r) James Kelly, Jack Kennedy, Ben Olden, Principal David Barry, Brian McGrath, Aaron Wall,
Micheál Jones (3rd Year Head), Masroor Salam and Odhran Hunt.

Seven 4th Year students were recently presented with prizes by Principal David Barry, to mark their outstanding performances
in the 2017 Junior Certificate Examination. The seven received an astonishing combined total of 66 A Grades in their
examinations! All at Pres are very proud of their magnificent achievements! Well done again lads!

Pres is Ireland’s best performing school!
The publication in January 2018 of the latest edition of the
Secondary School League tables by the Sunday Independent
gave rise to feelings of genuine pride and satisfaction in Pres,
as the school regained its previously held position as No. 1
ranked school in Ireland.
The past seven years have seen seven schools in five counties
in Ireland managing to deliver an extraordinary 100% record
in sending their Leaving Certificate students to third level
institutions. As many people are aware, Pres is one of these
schools. Indeed, Pres has consistently been in the upper
echelons of these rankings, and the determination is there to
make sure that this lofty position is maintained into the future.
With 81% of its Leaving Certificate students securing a place
at university between 2009 and 2015, Pres has once again
emerged as the best performing secondary school in Ireland.
The school also has the distinction of having had the greatest
throughput of students during the period under review (of
those schools in the '100% Club') with a total of 767 boys
sitting the Leaving Certificate.
To quote Deputy Principal, Marian Carey, Pres’ position at the
very top of Irish secondary education is ‘testament to a lot of
hard work across all aspects of school life from academic to
guidance, pastoral and learning support. The potential of all
students is maximised by a strong work ethic from all!’

Pres 140 book launches next November
This book by former teacher Br Matthew, will record the illustrious
history of Presentation Brothers College, Cork, from its foundation
in 1878 to the present. It will recall the great personalities that
passed through ‘Pres’ and will review its remarkable achievements.
Illustrated with wonderful photographs from the College’s unique
picture archive, it will be of immense interest and will bring great
enjoyment to the entire
‘Pres’ family everywhere.

Br JM Feheney



Teacher Dominick Donnelly honoured

Pres teams finish first and second in Junior Cert National Geography Table Quiz

Congratulations to our colleague, Dominick Donnelly, on being recently awarded ‘The Victor Graham Perpetual Trophy’ for
distinguished achievement in the teaching of Applied Mathematics. Well done Dominick! Richly deserved!

Back row (l-r): Willie O’Keeffe, Fran Keane, Cathy Hennessy, Kieran Tang, David Henry, Cian Desmond, Illan Wall, Jimmy Coughlan,
Aidan Murray and David O’Riordan.

Front row (l-r): Adam O’Brien, James McCarthy and Cian Healy,

The Annual Inter-schools Geography Table Quiz was held last November and it proved to be a great success for the school’s
3rd Year Geography students. Pres has a proud history in this competition, and this year was one of our biggest successes to
date, with our two teams coming in first and second places respectively, out of over 40 teams from around the country. Well
done to the two teams involved and their teachers who put in a lot of hard work in preparation for this competition.

Fran Keane
PBC Geography Department



Leaving Certificate students (l-r) Dara O’Callaghan and Mike Varnum present the proceeds of the 2017 Movember Campaign to
Micheál Sheridan, CEO Mercy University Hospital Foundation and Dr Derek Power, Oncologist, Mercy University Hospital.

Also included is David Barry, Principal PBC.

The 2017 Movember campaign in Pres was extraordinarily successful, raising the bar on previous campaigns and setting a
precedent that we will endeavour to surpass in the years to come.

Movember is an international campaign to raise awareness of and funds for male cancers, specifically testicular and prostate
cancer, and mental health. Our campaign in Pres encouraged a conversation amongst the school community about these issues
and all funds raised were donated directly to theMercy Cancer Appeal. One in six men will be affected by cancer in their lifetimes
and the school’s donation of e1,505 will make a valuable contribution to cancer research locally.

Essentially there were three elements to this year’s campaign;
� As usual, staff and senior students were encouraged to participate and / or sponsor others to purchase a ‘Licence to Mo’ and
cultivate moustaches for the month of Movember,

� On Movember 30th, junior students were given the opportunity to buy fake moustaches and wear them in school for the day,
(thanks to Ms Marion Carey for this lucrative idea!) and

� Dr Derek Power, oncologist from the Mercy University Hospital was invited to speak to the senior students about his work.

Thanks must be extended to the schoool management team for facilitating and encouraging the campaign again this year.
Thanks also to teachers Seán O’Brien, Karl Sweeney and particularly, Aidan Murray for their efforts in organising the campaign,
and to all those who sponsored participants or bought fake moustaches. Dr Power’s talk with the senior students was hugely
informative and engaging, and was tremendously beneficial for all concerned. We hope to maintain this connection with Dr
Power and the Mercy University Hospital for future campaigns. Finally and most importantly, we would like to thank all
participants, staff and students alike for their willingness to look classy and distinguished /dodgy and scruffy, for a very good cause!

Karl Sweeney
PBC Movember Coordinator

Movember campaign raises over ee1,500 for the Mercy University Hospital



Hugely informative Biology workshop in UCC

Photo shows (l-r) Darragh Hill (barely visible), Gavin O’Sullivan, James Keohane, Ibrahim Salih, Ntozkozo Mkwananzi, 
Daniel Delee, Ewan Chalmin and Andrew Diggin.

Odhran Hunt and Marcel Millott BuckleyJames Kelly, Ferghal Poland, Joe Costigan and Darragh Stanton

The Biology trip to UCC was an interesting and educational day.  We, as 4th year biology students, got a real insight into what
the subject involves and what it can be used for in life.  The day began with a two hour lecture which I expected to be boring
and tedious, however it turned out to be fascinating.  We gained an awareness of the disease, sickle cell anaemia, and we all
left the lecture enthusiastic and ready for the experiments which awaited us in the labs.  It proved beneficial to pay attention
in the lecture as the procedures for the experiments we were going to undertake later on were explained to us in detail.  

After the lecture, we went to the lab where we isolated DNA from green peas and then our own cheek cells.  Afterwards,
we learned how to release DNA from within the membranes of the nucleus of a cell.  First, we had to break open the
membranes of the cell using detergent.  The detergent breaks open the lipids and proteins and destroys the membrane.  Next
we added 10 drops of kiwi juice, which adds enzymes to make the reaction happen more quickly.  The kiwi juice contains
proteases which destroys proteins.  Finally, add a few drops of alcohol and the strands of DNA become visible.

The workshop was an extremely beneficial day.  It was very enjoyable and useful to get out of the classroom and learn about
something completely different from course content, and it greatly exceeded our expectations as a year group.

Jack Murphy, Tom Gough
4th Year



(l-r) Ken Bruton (Senior Manager, Avondale United FC), Deirdre Lynch (SHARE Committee), Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Tony Fitzgerald,
Ben Corcoran (Chairman, SHARE Executive), Chris Murphy (Deputy Chair, SHARE Executive), 

Luke Dennehy (Dennehy’s Fitness) and Noel Long (PRO, Avondale United FC).

It was an honour to be Chairman of the SHARE Executive this year.  From the visitations to the collection and all the meetings
I truly enjoyed my experience.  Our year began well with a great turnout to the handover ceremony from last year’s Executive
to this year’s version.  On the second week in October, the work began in earnest at our first meeting, ’a getting to know
you’ session designed to create a strong team to ensure the continued success of SHARE.  One of our first responsibilities was
to receive a cheque from Noel Long, PRO of Avondale United FC in Blackrock.  Deputy Chair Christopher Murphy and Deirdre
Lynch (Christ the King Girl’s School) and I visited City Hall to be presented with the cheque by the Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr
Tony Fitzgerald.  It was a great opportunity to represent SHARE and all involved thoroughly enjoyed the day.
The first SHARE Collection and Fast was undertaken at Christmas 1970, when Br Jerome Kelly, along with a small group of
Pres students set up a small crib on Patrick’s Street in order to gather donations to support elderly people living in very poor
conditions, literally a stone’s throw from Patrick’s Street.  This collection was a tremendous success and the charity has grown
year on year to become what it is today.  The Executive now consists of 56 members from 21 schools around Cork City
whose job it is to organise the Christmas collection and go on visitations year round.
The Christmas Collection and Fast is the highlight for the SHARE Executive, in that everything we do from October to
December leads up to the ten days before Christmas, during which close to 1,800 students from the 21 schools go out on
the streets of Cork to raise funds in all sorts of weather. 
The Executive meets every Thursday from October onwards to organise this collection, with every member expected to put
their own personal stamp on the proceedings and in the process take amazing memories from this hugely positive experience.
Being a member of the SHARE Executive involves more than just putting on the famous yellow jacket and collecting on the
days leading up to Christmas.  Each Executive member makes weekly visits to the residents in one of the seven complexes
across the city, to sit and chat with a cup of tea, play pool or even the occasional game of bingo!  These visitations are year
round and the smile on the resident’s faces when you walk in is something I’m sure we’ll all never forget.  It benefits the
students also as they get to see exactly where the money they raise goes, giving them a better understanding of the ethos
of SHARE.  This year we started a new Dementia Visitation Project in which 12 students visited elderly people living with
dementia in the community for two hours each week.  The students went in pairs, accompanied by an adult volunteer.  This
allowed the family to have a break, with the feedback from these visits being very positive.
My SHARE involvement has made me, my family and friends very proud and their continued support is much appreciated.
The generosity of the Cork people towards SHARE was and is absolutely incredible.  It’s almost become a Cork tradition to
support SHARE at Christmas.  This experience does restore one’s faith in humanity, while the wellbeing and comfort of elderly
Cork people is positively influenced through SHARE’s direct involvement in their lives.
In closing, I would like to thank all those who help in any way to ensure the continued success of SHARE.
Ben Corcoran
Chairman
SHARE Executive 2017 /’18

SHARE



Former pupil and renowned war correspondent Fergal Keane visits Pres

PBC Principal David Barry presents past pupil Fergal Keane with a copy of ‘The Atlas of the Irish Revolution’

On 28th September, renowned war correspondent, author and former PBC student, Fergal Keane, came to our school to
deliver a talk on why reading is so important for teenagers today.  A packed auditorium of 4th and 5th Year students listened
as Fergal delivered a compelling speech, detailing his own experience of discovering literature and reading as a young man in
Pres, and going on to outline how it moulded him into the man that he is today.

What was envisaged as a short speech turned into a two hour question and answer session, as students probed him on subjects
as diverse as his musical tastes, his career path, his views on world politics, the terrifying situations he has found himself in
while reporting, the grisly scenes he has witnessed and above all, the life lessons he has learned.

Both students and teachers were equally enthralled by the discussion, and Fergal commented after the talk on the striking
erudition and fascinating scope of the questioning from the student body.  A presentation of ‘The Atlas of The Irish Revolution’
and a PBC jersey were made to Fergal, an ardent rugby supporter, after his talk, by our Principal Mr David Barry. 

We are immensely honoured here in PBC to have Fergal Keane give of his time voluntarily to address our students and we are
hugely grateful for the very positive impression he made on us as young men.

Eanna Ó Loingsigh

A very insightful Social Wellbeing talk held recently
An insightful talk on the topic of social wellbeing was recently organised thanks to Mr Micheál Jones and Ms Marion Carey
in particular, for the entire 3rd Year group.  The talk was centered around how to grow healthy relationships and the best ways
to deal with the stresses of everyday life.  It was full of helpful tips and tricks catered towards us pupils.  All the interesting
information we learned had practical uses in real life situations, making the talk very beneficial and engaging.  One technique
I myself found very effective was the use of deep, rhythmic breathing, during times of stress.  This helps to ‘climatise’ and relax
the body, and in extension of that, the mind.  It was undoubtedly an important discussion that we needed to have and I look
forward to many more talks on wellbeing in the future.

Jimmy Coughlan
Class 3A



Exciting times at PresLink

Since September, we have been bringing a fresh outlook to the PresLink fundraising efforts, working hard to fund our fellow
Presentation schools in Ghana and Nigeria. This year we have a tremendous, innovative and enthusiastic team of students
working with the fantastic support of staff involved in organising a wide series oif activities.  We began with ‘Guess the Score?’,
a less than successful debut to the year.  It was such a tragic effort that we didn’t even announce the winner. (Sorry you didn’t
get your prize, Mr Barry!). It was after this that we had the chance to regroup and reflect during a retreat to Mount St Joseph
where we genuinely bonded as a team with the help of Br Francis and Br Martin. We learned leadership skills and how to
communicate properly.  This day became pivotal in the development of our group.  We left ready to look to the future of
PresLink with a more positive attitude and a renewed focus of how we want PresLink to be viewed.  Along with this newly
found ambition the PresLink group brought new ideas to fruition.  Ben Olden also created a superb new logo for the
organisation.  Thanks again, Ben!

We organised a brand new event, the 1st Year Sleepover.  It was an extremely successful and a fun night for all involved. We
raised almost e4,000!  As usual we held our Christmas events which went great.  Everyone got into the Christmas spirit with
our Christmas jumper day.  We had brilliant help from our 2nd and 3rd Year volunteers in our annual bag-packing at Dunnes
Stores.  In addition, we organised the Christmas Carol Concert which along with our sponsored raffle sold out!

We would would like to sincerely thank our Christmas Raffle Sponsors:
� Nangle and Niesen Wholesale nursery  � Rochestown Park Hotel  � Finn’s Corner  � Tom Murphy Menswear, Patrick Street
� Café Serendipity  � Mr Simms Olde Sweet Shoppe  � Marks and Spencer  � Helen Lehane  � Gentleman’s Quarter’s  � Iago

The new PresLink logo
designed by Ben Olden



As members of PresLink we are often forced to ask ourselves the question ‘What is PresLink’?  Is it about raising as much money
as possible? Yes, but we cannot lose sight of the true meaning.  In Pres we often forget how privileged we are to be educated
with such great support.  Here in Ireland, it’s unheard of for a child not to go to school.  In Ghana however, people are not
so fortunate as there, education is a luxury.  This year it is our mission to make people realise, once again, how important their
donations and contributions are to this incredible cause.  Because without your funds, these people are not given the
opportunities to progress in life, to get good jobs that provide for their families.  They also provide much needed education
for young people just like us.  This year we want to empower the young girls in Ghana and Nigeria.  We are supplying them
with bicycles so that they can go to school.  We don’t want them to stay at home and watch their brothers get that opportunity,
we want to do everything in our power to give women an equal chance in education

Ben Olden, Des Lee, Brian McGrath and Keelan Cronin

Last November, a forensic scientist visited Pres and set up a workshop. When we walked into the annex, we were all surprised
to see a brilliantly put together workshop, consisting of 10 stations.  A huge poster in the centre of the room, showed a girl,
in what seemed to be a cordoned off crime scene.  It had all the appearance of a murder-mystery activity. The scientist
introduced the workshop, giving a brief description of each station and what to do there. She gave us background information
about a girl, Sally, who had been missing for several days, and was subsequently found dead in a bunker. The forensic scientist
then told us to find the answers regarding Sally’s murder, so that we could work out how the murder took place.

We then all set out to work, some in groups, some working solo, but all with the same goal in mind. After a while, we were
reunited in the centre of the room.  Then the unfolding of the murder began. We were allowed share and compare our findings
and with the help and advice of the scientist, Sally’s story began to finally make sense.  After about 20 minutes, we came to
our final conclusion, which was deemed correct by the lady in charge. After we had solved the mystery, the forensic scientist
spoke to us briefly again, thanking us for our cooperation and help in making the day so enjoyable.

We were then given the opportunity to try on real forensic scientist suits and to get our photo taken in a genuine body bag!
At the end of the workshop, we were all handed another very interesting sheet, which explained what life as a forensic scientist
was like. It gave facts about forensic scientists, and also provided information about courses for people who were interested
in finding out more about the work they do and maybe even becoming one in the future.

I  absolutely loved the CSI workshop. I was never bored, with the forensic scientist managing at all times to keep us on the
edge of our seat, never an easy task with 2nd Years!  Overall, I think she did an excellent job, largely because of her friendliness,
the organisation of the workshop itself and also in the way she explained everything so clearly to us. I would definitely
recommend the CSI workshop to anyone of my age group.

James Cuddigan 
Class 2A

The forgotten meaning of PresLink

CSI Presentation College

(l-r) James Dwyer, Conor Kelleher, Mark O’Connor, 
Dylan O’Driscoll and Andrew Greene (on the ground)

(l-r) Dylan O’ Driscoll, Scott Sexton and Darren Sheehan.



Kieran Nestor (Class of 1981)
Kieran thoroughly enjoyed his six years in Pres.  He was
involved with SHARE, under Br Jerome’s guidance, taking part
with 40 fellow graduates of ’81, in a marathon charity run
around the country over six days to raise funds.
Kieran studied in UCC, where he invented 5th Commerce!
He was highly involved in all aspects of college life, including
being  a player and Committee member of UCC Soccer Club
and the Social Secretary of the Commerce & Economics Soc.
After graduating, he decided to give back to his university
spending over 16 years from 1998 – 2014 as Chairman of the
UCC Soccer Alumni, organising five successful tours to the
US playing against American colleges including Harvard and
Princeton. For fundraising, he established the Annual Soccer
Alumni Colours Lunch attended by graduates of all eras.
Speakers such as Giovanni Trapattoni, Marco Tardelli, Jimmy
Barry Murphy, Ray Houghton, Bill O’Herlihy and Martin
O’Neill have attended this yearly event.  He was honoured
by UCC with an Alumni Achievement Award in 2011, the
highest honour that can be given to a graduate, for his
positive contribution to his Alma Mater. 
His successful entrepreneurial career has huge variety, ie
working as an accountant, managing partner of pubs and
nightclubs in Cork, running a nationwide golf buggy business,
and currently working in London, having set up Falcon Green
with a former Pres alumnus Jack O’Connell (Class of 2001).
Falcon Green is a specialist recruitment business offering
recruitment solutions to leading Construction, Residential
Development, Civil Engineering, Mechanical & Electrical
Engineering, Industrial and Events Management organisations
in the UK.  In both 2016 and 2017, Falcon Green were named
on The London Stock Exchange 1000 Companies to Inspire
and were recognised as the Fastest Growing Recruiter in
Europe.
Kieran cites Br Jerome as a major influence and inspiration.

Des Mullarkey (Class of 1984)
Desmond is President and CEO of SAP Mexico. SAP is the
third largest software company in the world with sales of over
e22 billion per year.
He started in Pres in 1972 and remained there to Leaving
Certificate in 1984.  He was part of the debating and drama
societies and also played rugby in school.  He has fond
memories of participating in the Pres choir performing
Handle’s Messiah during the 100th year anniversary of the
school in 1979.
Desmond holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce from the
UCC. He completed post – graduate studies at DCU and the
IPADE – HARVARD School of Business in Mexico City. 
After UCC, he joined the Jefferson Smurfit Group and was
posted to Mexico City.  He founded the Irish-Mexican
Chamber of Commerce and is its Honorary Co-Chairman. 
Desmond joined the German software giant SAP in 2012.  He
went on to also manage the data platform business and led
the successful launch of SAP’s greatest innovation software
HANA. In 2014, he was promoted to manage the North-
Eastern region of the United States and Latin America. He has
travelled extensively throughout Latin America and brought
the business to record levels in key economies such as Brazil,
Argentina, Colombia, Peru, Mexico and the Caribbean.
Recently, Desmond was named President and Chief Executive
officer (CEO) of SAP Mexico. 
Desmond enjoys golf, music and spending time with his wife
Teresa, and their two children Jody 23 and Ciara 20. 

Graduate News



Brian O’Halloran (Class of 1988)
Brian was recently made a Partner in the firm of Ronan Daly
Jermyn, solicitors. Reared in Orchard Road, Brian attended
Pres primary, where Br Benildus was a significant influence.
He started in Pres secondary in 1982, still in the old building
on the Western Road, where Br Terence was Principal. When
the new school was completed in 1985, Brian was part of the
first student cohort to move to the new building.
He had a variety of sporting interests in Pres, playing rugby at
both Junior and Senior level, and won a Barry Cup medal in
1988.  He also played soccer for the school and played on the
first Pres cricket team to play since the late 1960s, when the
sport was resurrected in the school in the early 1980s by Pres
and Cork County CC legend, Dermot Giltinan.  Outside of
sporting fields, he was a member of SHARE Executive
Committee whilst in 5th Year.  Brian thoroughly enjoyed his
time as a student in Pres, making lifelong friends, and taking
many positive memories from his time there. 
After graduating in 1988, he went to UCC and attained a BA
in Economics and a Postgraduate Diploma in Computer
Science.  He continued to play rugby for UCC RFC.
Following his graduation from UCC, Brian studied Law and
trained to be a solicitor with the late Edward O’Mahony.  He
qualified as a solicitor in 2000 and worked for a while in
Dublin before returning to Cork.  He joined RDJ in 2002,
where he currently works in the Commercial Property Dept.
RDJ are one of the top ten biggest law firms in the country
and the biggest outside of Dublin with over 100 solicitors.
Brian is still involved in rugby - coaching underage for many
years with Highfield.  This season he is coaching the U12s,
who embark on an end of season tour to Biarritz in April. He
lives in Cork City with his wife, Natalie, and his three sons
Danny, Luke and Rory.  Danny starts first year in Pres in
September 2018, becoming the third generation of the
O’Halloran family to attend the school.  

Shane Daly (Class of 2015)
Shane was awarded an Ireland 7s international contract in
September 2017.  He played rugby right through his time in
Pres, unluckily missed out on playing Junior Cup through an
unfortunate leg break sustained in training.  Having made a
full recovery, he went on to play Senior Cup for two years,
following in the footsteps of his older brother, James.  After
leaving Pres, Shane joined Cork Constitution, where he has
excelled in a variety of positions in the backline, and played
a significant role in Con’s run of success over the past few
years, winning the AIB League title as well as multiple
Bateman and Munster Cups.
Shane’s great run of form for Con was mirrored in his
performances for the Munster U20 squad, who won the
Interprovincial U20 title for the first time in 2015-16.  This
squad was captained by Paul Kiernan, and also containing
John Poland, two former Pres teammates of Shane’s.  All
three went on to play in the U20 6 Nations for Ireland, with
Shane and Paul later selected for the 2016 U20 Rugby World
Cup in Manchester.
Ireland’s performances in that competition were sensational,
beating New Zealand and Wales in memorable encounters,
before defeating Argentina 37-7 in the semi-final.  Shane
bagging a try from outside centre. Unfortunately, Ireland
were unable to repeat the heroics against England in the final,
but Shane was again very prominent, scoring an excellent
second half try. 
Shane is studying Finance in UCC, and is currently in 3rd Year.
He is a member of both the Greencore Munster Rugby
Academy and the Ireland Men's  7s squad, who finished
second in the European Grand Prix in the summer, and are
currently preparing for the HSBC World 7s Series qualifier to
be played in Hong Kong in April, while Shane will also be
involved with the Irish team who will play in the 7s
RugbyWorld Cup in San Francisco in July 2018.



This year brings the introduction of an Enterprise Module in Transition Year.  Students are engaging with the concept of
enterprise through a Mini Company Programme.  Those involved have the opportunity to meet with business volunteers to
gain expertise in the areas of leadership, marketing, production, promotion and finance.  Much experience and knowledge
has been gained in the area of enterprise and the importance of enterprise skills.  Students are currently engaged in the Cork
Schools Student Enterprise Mini Company competition where this year we have two companies actively partaking.  Eoin
Hennessy’s class are selling their product of ‘Well Being Bands’ highlighting mental health awareness.  Grace Fitzgerald’s class
are developing their culinary skills with their company ‘Oh My Cookies’.  Both companies took part in the Cork Schools’
Enterprise Showcase and Trade Fair in UCC and are extremely successful with their sales to date.  Wishing both companies
continued success this year!

Grace Fitzgerald and Eoin Hennessy

At this point of the academic year, our Monday Enterprise Education module is well underway.  During the month of November,
our enterprise companies ‘Well Being Bands’ and ‘Oh My Cookies’ were up and running.  Four representatives from each of
the Enterprise education classes marketed our products, ‘Well Being Bands’ and ‘Cookies’ for the first time at the Cork Schools’
Enterprise Showcase and Trade Fair in UCC.  We sold many to other competing businesses and many UCC students who
came to have a look at all the products.  ‘Oh My Cookies’ received an award for Best Sales Plan on the day.  Both companies
received a great response and it showed the mini company ‘Well Being Bands’ that people are willing to support and promote
awareness for mental health.  As this is the first year of an Enterprise Education Module, we would like to thank our module
teachers, Ms Grace Fitzgerald and Mr Eoin Hennessy, for educating us on the different aspects of business and for ensuring
everything ran smoothly at the Trade Fair.  This module is hugely interesting as it expands and enhances your knowledge of
the business world and provides valuable lessons for us as to life in the business industry outside of school.  We would definitely
recommend this module for anyone going into Transition Year.

Michael Murphy Class 4D
Max Scanlon Class 4B

Photo shows (l-r) Alex Walsh, Jack Kennedy, Peter O'Mahony, Michael Murphy and Ms Grace Fitzgerald

Enterprise Education



Photo shows (l-r) Daniel Delee, Michael Hayes, Max Scanlon and Tim Cronin.  

(l-r) Jack Kennedy, Alex Walsh, Peter O’Mahony 
and Michael Murphy.

(l-r) Max Scanlon, Michael Hayes, Tim Cronin, 
and Daniel Delee.

(l-r) Jack Kennedy, Michael Murphy and Ita Murphy
Assistant Head of Enterprise, Local Enterprise Office, Cork 



Multi-talented musician Kevin Jansson, hailed as one of the finest of his generation, is the January 2018 recipient of the Cork
Person of the Month award.  From an early age, 17 year old Kevin from Wilton, Cork, showed promise in his musical skills.
In fact, he gave his first piano recital at the age of 12.  One year later he made his concert debut during the Cork International
Choral Festival performing Mozart’s Piano Concerto in D Minor with the CIT Cork School of Music Chamber Orchestra under
the direction of Dr Geoffrey Spratt.  Kevin has already taken first prize in five international competitions on both piano and
violin and in 2017 his debut piano solo CD was released by the Swiss record label, Claves and launched as part of the Cork
Fleischmann Symphony Orchestra concert in Cork City Hall. He also made his Carnegie Hall debut last November with the
New York Concerti Sinfonietta.

In 2014 Kevin was one of 12 young pianists selected from around the world to participate in the Allianz Lang Lang Foundation
Music Camp in Barcelona, culminating in a concert masterclass with Chinese Concert Pianist, Lang Lang.

A piano student of Mary Beattie at the CIT Cork School of Music since the age of six, he is also under the tutelage of Una
Kindlon for his violin studies. Kevin is the current joint holder of the National Concert Hall of Ireland Young Musician’s Award
for Strings and he has been named as leader of the National Youth Orchestra of Ireland for 2018.

Kevin has participated in the William Finlay Mentoring Programme for Gifted Pianists run by the Dublin International Piano
Competition.  He has also played at numerous festivals throughout Ireland including the West Cork Chamber Music Festival,
the Westport Festival of Chamber Music and at the launch of the New Ross Piano Festival.  He has also performed at the
National Concert Hall Ireland on several occasions.  In August 2016 Kevin was a guest performer at the Dinard Music Festival
in France.

Attending masterclasses in Ireland and throughout Europe, Kevin has played for many eminent pianists and teachers including
Alexei Grynyuk, Lang Lang, Joseph Moog, Pavel Neressian, John O’Conor, Ewa Poblocka, Wolfram Schmitt-Leonardy and
Andreas Weber. 

In February 2016 he was the youngest participant and joint winner of the Thierry Scherz prize at the Sommets Musicaux de
Gstaad Festival in Switzerland which led to a wonderful opportunity to record his debut solo CD.

Kevin also has an avid interest in maths and physics and received the gold medal at the Irish National Physics Olympiad in 2016.

Photo shows (l-r) Manus O’Callaghan, Awards Organiser, Tom Jansson, Kevin’s father, Niamh Lehane, Lexus Cork, 
Kevin Jansson, January Cork Person-of-the-Month, AnnMarie O’Sullivan, AMO’Sullivan PR, 
Marion Jansson, Kevin’s mother, Pat Lemasney, Southern and George Duggan, Cork Crystal. 

Kevin Jansson is Cork Person-of-the-Month for January



Tom Burke Cup
In October 2017, Mrs Kay Burke approached the school with
a proposal to create an annual bursary for music in Pres, that
would commemorate her late husband Tom’s huge interest
in all things musical.  Tom, a respected surgeon in the South
Infirmary for many years, was a past pupil of the school and
served a term as President of the Presentation College Union
in 1962. 

PBC Principal, David Barry, was delighted to accept Kay’s very
generous offer and the judging panel, made up of Kay herself
and Ms Carol Daly (Cork School of Music), announced that
the first recipient of the Tom Burke Memorial Cup and Bursary
would be 5th Year student and internationally acclaimed
musician, Kevin Jansson.

Kay subsequently presented the cup and accompanying
cheque to Kevin, at the annual PresLink Christmas Carol
Concert held in the Dan Donovan Theatre last December.

Kevin says ‘thanks!’
It is such an honour for me to be the first recipient of The
Tom Burke Cup.  It will be a great support to me in my
studies, as I am sure it will be to many other students in the
years to come.  I’d like to sincerely thank Mrs Kay Burke for
her immense generosity in reinstating this bursary in memory
of her late husband Tom, and for her contribution to the
musical education of Pres students.

Kevin Jansson
6th Year

Photo shows (l-r): Ms Carol Daly (Cork School of Music), Mr Tom Jansson, Kevin Jansson 
holding the Tom Burke Memorial Cup for Music, Mrs Kay Burke and Mrs Marion Jansson.

Mrs Kay Burke presents the Tom Burke Memorial Cup for Music
to Kevin Jansson.

Kevin Jansson in the first winner of the Tom Burke Cup



An Fhoireann Shinsearach Díospóireachta (l-r) An tUasal Micheál Mac Eoin, Cian Harley, Aodh Mac Gearailt, Cormac Mac Carthaigh,
Séamus Ó Ceallaigh, Ben Olden agus an tUasal  Seán Ó Maoilearca.

Gaelaigh do Shaol

An Fhoireann Shoisearcha 
(l-r) Iníon Gailbhe Ní Riagáin, Caomhán Budhlaeir, Conall Ó hÚrdail, Illan Seán de Bhalla agus Iníon Kayleigh Ní Fhaoláin.

Buíochas le Dia tá an teanga Gaeilge ag bláthú agus ag dul ó neart go neart sa tír seo.  Tá an t-ádh linn go bhfuil an Ghaeilge
mórthimpeall orainn ach caithfimid an teanga a úsáid.  Cinnte tá mórán deiseanna ar fáil ach trial a bhaint astu. Seo a leanas seacht
nod chun do shaol a Ghaelú gan stró.
1 Abair ‘Dia Dhuit’, ‘Go raibh maith agat’, ‘Slán’ le cúpla duine gach lá.
2 Féach ar TG4 gach seachtain ar feadh cúpla nóiméad, mar shampla an nuacht ar a seacht a chlog.
3 Bain úsáid as TXcaint ar an bhfón poca: GRMA, SgF, Ndd.
4 Léigh píosa Gaeilge gach lá ar feadh cúpla nóiméad, mar shampla Tuairisc.ie ar líne.
5 Athraigh do theachtaireacht ar do theileafón baile nó ar an bhfón poca: ‘Seán anseo, Fág teachtaireacht le do thoil’.
6 Roghnaigh cártaí Gaeilge do bhreithlaethanta nó d’ócáidí speisialta eile. Bíonn rogha dochreidte  ar fáil sna siopaí agus go 
háirithe ar líne.

7 Is fiú go mór dul ar an idirlíon agus féachaint ar na deiseanna atá ar fáil ann. Bain úsáid as an nua-theicneolaíocht, cur i gcás
tá aip den scoth ar fáil ‘Duolingo’ agus tá sé saor in aisce agus thar a bheith úsáideach  agus áisiúil.

Gan dabht tá an Ghaeilge mórthimpeall na háite. Úsáíd í agus tiocfaidh feabhas ort de réir a chéile. Is fíor don seanfhocal ‘De
réir a chéile a thógtar na caisleáin!’



Pres Students acquit themselves well at  2018 BT Young Scientist Competition

In January, we were delighted to have six 2nd Year students
represent the school in the BT Young Scientist Competition.
They entered a total of three projects in two sections.  The
students spent four days in Dublin, where they discussed their
projects with judges as well as with members of the public. 

The first project was ‘To Determine at What Age and to What
Extent Teenagers Modify Their Diet When They Get Involved
in Competitive Sports’.  It was carried out by Conor Madden,
Finn Cowhig and Pierce Scully.  To carry out their project, they
surveyed over 500 teenagers as to whether they had altered
their diet while taking part in sports, and how and why they
came to the decisions that led to those changes. 

The second project was carried out by Joachim O’Driscoll and
Conor Power.  They used their project to investigate whether
there is a difference in the fitness and well being of Rowers vs
Non-Rowers. 

The third project was carried out by Fionn Coleman.  It was
called ‘Can Full Fat Milk Help Control Blood Glucose Levels in
Type 1 Diabetes?’  He was able to prove that using full fat milk
helped to avoid a sudden rise in blood sugars in the morning,
which then in turn reduces the need for correction of said
glucose levels. 

Fionn won the Highly Commended Award in his category and
will be continuing his project this coming year. 

Well done to all the students who took part.

Julie Hanlon 
PBC Science Department

Photo shows (l-r) Fionn Coleman, Conor Power and Joachim O’Driscoll

Photo shows (l-r) Pierce Scully, Micheál Martin TD, 
Finn Cowhig and Conor Madden

Photo shows (l-r) Julie Hanlon (teacher), Finn Cowhig, Pierce Scully 
Conor Power, Conor Madden, Joachim O’Driscoll 

and Fionn Coleman



Debating Society goes from strength to strength

This year is probably the best the Society has seen, or at least the best in my time at Pres.  After the initial 1st Year debate,
where we introduce the new students to the idea of debating, we threw them straight into the fire with the first October
League meeting, where we invited schools from around the city to two Wednesday afternoon debates, and where our 1st Years
performed admirably.

Beyond our weekly Friday debates, where Junior debaters have attended in great numbers so far this year, we have also
participated in the City Schools’ Debating Championships, where James McCarthy, Brian Sweeney, Luke Whelan and Miguel
Fleming qualified for the second round.  At the MSIOC Debate, Ronan McAuliffe and Toby Quigley went on to compete in
the final.

Our Senior Team also experienced success this term with Jack Cullen, Cian Harley and Tadhg Cowhig, all receiving awards,
as well as participating in the Senior section debates at MSIOC and Cambridge Schools.

Jack Cullen, Jonathan Seward, Conor Dorgan, Gerard O’Keeffe, Michael Duffy and Seamus Ryan all participated in the
European Parliament – Science Debate held recently in CIT.

There are also several competitions on the horizon that we hope to perform well in, and I look forward to a just as successful
second half of the debating year.

Tadhg J Cowhig
Chairman

Back row (l-r): Ben Olden, Michael Duffy, Tadhg Cowhig and Cian Harley.
Second row from back (l-r): Christopher Sweeney, Diarmuid O’Connor, Aidan Wolfe, Toby Quigley, Jonathan Seward, 

James McCarthy, Hugh Fitzgerald, Jack Cullen and Daragh Boland.
Second row from front (l-r): Miguel Fleming, Fionn Coleman, Séamus Ryan, Connall Curran, Evan Lee, Conor Madden, 

Arbaz Khan, Alex Quinn, Mark O’Connell and Matthew Kingston.     
Front row (l-r): Ronan O’Mahony, Tom Colbert, Cian Smyth, Aaron Alam, Luke Whelan, Ross Daly, Tom McCarthy, Isaac Lee, 

Ruan Barrett-Crean and Annette Barry.



PBC Transition Year students and their teachers meet former Kerry footballer Paul Galvin, during his recent visit to Pres.

Paul Galvin visits Pres

Paul talks to the 4th Years

On the 23rd November, 4th Year students had the pleasure of meeting Paul Galvin, Kerry footballer turned fashion designer,
for a short and encouraging talk in the library.  Mr Micheál Jones organised the talk during which Paul spoke of his career in
sport and fashion.  To put it in Paul’s words, ‘fashion is storytelling and creating a culture’.  He regaled us with untold stories
of men who inspired his various fashion lines.  Patrick O’Connell, an Irishman who managed FC Barcelona and led Real Betis
to win La Liga in 1935 was Galvin’s muse for his line, ‘Mister’.  He talked of meeting Pep Guardiola whose smart attire also gave
rise to his line, ‘Mister’.  Likewise, the ‘Peaky Blinders’ character Tommy Shelby (Cillian Murphy) influenced the ‘Shelby’ range.
However it was the invaluable advice that we took from Paul’s talk.  It is that any one of us can utilise our creativity as a career
and bring our ideas to fruition.  It also taught us that we as young men don’t have to pigeonhole ourselves as Galvin went from
footballer and teacher to famous couturier.  This just goes to show how many career paths await us in our futures.  We all found
this talk really informative and we immensely appreciated Paul’s visit to the school.

Ben Olden
4th Year



Past pupils presented with international caps

Four Pres past pupils were honoured with international caps at the Pres PPU Annual Dinner last November. 
Pictured with Deputy Principal Marian Carey and Principal David Barry on the night were 

(l-r) Alan O’Keeffe (Rowing), Jack O’Sullivan (U19 Rugby), Patrick Kennelly (Rowing) and Bryan O’Connor (U19 Rugby).

Gaisce Awards

(l-r) David Sahm and Mel Holohan Ciarán Gleeson

The Gaisce President’s Award is earned by young people between the ages of 15 and 25, with the main objective of these awards to develop
young people through the achievement of personal challenges.  The young people had to complete four different types of activities,
community involvement, personal skills, a recreational activity and an adventure journey, all of which had to be completed over 26 weeks.
They needed to do one hour of each activity for thirteen weeks and an additional thirteen weeks for one of the activities.
5th Year students, David Sahm, Mel Holohan and Ciarán Gleeson all received Gaisce Awards recently in recognition of tasks completed
during their Transition Year.  Many congratulations, lads!



Sci Fest 2018

Photo shows (l-r) Christopher Fehily and Gerard O’Keeffe with David Hodge, School of Engineerring, CIT 
who took first place at ScFest in school with a project investigating crickets being fed on waste food.

(l-r) Jamie McNulty and Masroor Salam with David Hodge, CIT,
who won second place with their project 
looking at the effect of heat on packaging.

Photo shows (l-r) Christopher Fehily and Gerard O’KeeffePhoto shows (l-r) Ewan Chalmin and Jack McCarra

Our first ever SciFest was held in Pres last February.  TY
students from our STEM project module displayed their work
and we were delighted to have Mr David Hodge, School of
Engineering, CIT, view and judge the students’ work. 

We had a variety of projects that the students had been
working on throughout the year and they hope to bring these
forward to other science events in the near future.   Thanks
are due to the 2nd Year students who brought their BTYS
2018 projects along to the event. 

Thanks also to all the teachers who engaged constructively
with the students on the day and also all those who helped to
facilitate the event.

Dr Lynda Meiklejohn
PBC Science Department



Art Matters

It’s been a busy year in the Art Department so far, with Junior Students settling into the new Art Room and various outings,
to galleries, public sculptures and other places of interest. 

1st Years took part in our Annual Maths Week Poster Competition with their usual enthusiasm, with some of the winning
entrants and their great posters being included here. 

2nd Year students visited the Crawford Art Gallery in October to study various portraits in the permanent collection as
inspiration for their own symbolic self portraits, a selection of which can be seen in this edition of the Pres Gazette.

5th Year art students visited the Sculpture Factory here in Cork to experience the wonderful work in progress and learn about
the facilities provided.  They also went on a trip to Dublin to the National Gallery of Ireland, where they studied an exhibition
titled ‘Aftermath’ by Sir William Orpen, who was a war artist at the Somme in 1917.  They also went to Collins Barracks and
saw the wonderful work of the designer Eileen Gray.

Photo shows 2nd Year Art Students on a recent visit to the Crawford Art Gallery, Cork

Artwork by Conor Madden
Class 2C

Artwork by Fionn Coleman
Class 2A

Artwork by Matthew Murphy
Class 2C



Photo shows PBC TY photographers out and about in Cork capturing the local environment.

Artwork by Naoise Powell Owen
Class 2C

Artwork by Jamie Barry
Class 2E

Artwork by Andrew Green
Class 2B

Our TY photographers also feature in this edition, out and about capturing the local environment.

We also launched our ‘Big Red Couch Club’.  This is an exciting project for all art students.  It’s early days yet but we hope
this will be a focal point for the sharing of creative work of all kinds for all interested students into the future.

Yours in Art,
Nora Walsh



Seán Quinlan (13th October 1934 - 22nd November 2017)

Seán Quinlan, rugby player, Irish international, businessman, husband, father, family man and also a very proud Pres boy,
passed away peacefully in the presence of his family on 22nd November last, just over a month after his 83rd birthday.  At
his eulogy, his son Rory was asked ‘Which Seán did you know, Seán the rugby player, Seán the businessman, Seán the family
man or Seán the messer and teaser?’  This pretty much sums Seán up.  He was all of these things, great rugby player, great
businessman, great family man and always full of fun and devilment.  He did not like pomp and ceremony, just took everybody
as he found them, really enjoying people’s company at family and social events.  He would always look for the best in people
and on many occasions when someone in his company would criticise someone else he would ask ‘Well, are you perfect?’

He married Clora Connaghton from a good Limerick rugby family and they had five children together, Mark, Denise, Rory,
Pearse and Shauna.  Apparently, Pearse is the only to let the side down in joining the Leinster Rugby Supporters Club.  The
rest are true to their roots!

Seán lived originally in Ballintemple and he attended the local national school Crab Lane NS from 1938 until 1942.  The family
lived next door to the famous Republican Tom Barry, and his family have often wondered is that where Seán got his fighting
spirit.  He then went to Sullivan's Quay National School for a few years, where he played Gaelic football and hurling.

In 1948, he and his twin brother Nicky went to Pres, where he was introduced to rugby and he often spoke about being told
to ‘kick for touch’ which he found to be very strange.  Indeed, he often opined that in Gaelic football you would never give
up the ball like that.  His days in Pres gave him a love of rugby that was to stay with him for the rest of his life, and he
thoroughly enjoyed his playing days there.  Competitive by nature, he was also a very successful athlete and won many cups
and medals in sports meetings around County Cork and also nationally.  His biggest win was the 220 All-Ireland in Tuam
having already won the Leinster 220.  Most of his weekends were spent travelling to these events where he was always sure
to win most of the races he entered.

The Quinlan family moved from Ballintemple to Wilton Road in January 1949, a stone’s throw from the present Pres grounds.
In another era, it would have been very handy for Seán to get to rugby training!  In those days, the winger used to throw the
ball into the lineouts and Seán often commented that he was never told who to throw it to.  Obviously, this was vastly different
from the game of today where every single lineout call is planned and rehearsed.

Seán moved to Dublin in September 1950 and went to Blackrock College to continue his rugby career (sorry education!).  He
won a Leinster Schools Senior Cup medal with Blackrock.  After leaving school, he returned to Cork in 1953 and joined
Highfield RFC where he earned the first of his Munster caps.  His biggest day with Munster was in 1958 when Munster drew
with Australia 3-3 in Thomond Park.  Also in the Munster side that day were four other players from Pres, Jerry Walsh, Dave
McCormick, Finn Buckley and Tom Nesdale.

1956 5 Nations, France v Ireland, Stade de Colombes.  Seán Quinlan No 11 moves in to tackle French captain 
Michel Celaya, back row forward from Biarritz.  Also included on the far right of the photo is 

former Pres, Cork Con and Ireland back row forward Marney Cunningham.  The final score was France 14 Ireland 8.



Seán moved back to Dublin in 1956 and joined Blackrock RFC
winning a Leinster Senior Cup medal in 1956.  He spent a
short time in UCD, having been refused permission to attend
Trinity College by the then Archbishop of Dublin, John
Charles McQuaid.  This confirmed his future approach of
‘better to seek for forgiveness than permission’!

Seán's four Irish caps were earned in 1956 and 1958.  His
Irish playing record was as follows:
28th January 1956 v France Stade Colombes Lost
11th February 1956 v England Twickenham Lost
10th March 1956  v Wales Lansdowne Road Won
15th March 1958 v Wales Lansdowne Road  Lost

Rory, (Seán's son) has said that his favourite cap was the
1956 game against Wales, when fellow Pres boy, Marney
Cunningham destroyed Cliff Morgan, the great Welsh
outhalf.  Marney also memorably scored a try on the day.  For
that game, Wales had 14 Lions in their squad and Ireland
were given no chance by both pundits and public alike.
Wales were also going for a Triple Crown and Sean recalled
how the Irish tore into them and scored a great victory 11-3.

After leaving UCD, Seán worked with Esso in Dublin before moving to Oldham RL club in England.  He was the first Pres boy
to get a professional rugby contract.  He received a £2,000 signing on fee, which he said was enough to buy a house at the
time, while he also had a job as a commercial traveller, something he was grateful for, as many of his team mates worked down
the coal mines. He was a big catch for Oldham as he was considered one of the finest wingers in rugby union at the time,
according to the English rugby press.  He was renowned for his speed, guts and style, and played a few seasons with The
Roughyeds, at a time which is looked back on fondly as a golden era by Oldham even today. Seán unfortunately was forced
to retire early at the age of 27, due to recurring knee injuries and he returned to Ireland to start a successful career in business.
He brought his natural competitiveness and confidence to great use as an entrepreneur and ran several successful businesses
in Dublin.  His main interests were in printing, an office supply company, a religious goods wholesale import and export
company and a large plastic manufacturing company, which at one time employed around 100 people.  This was in the 1970s
and 1980s when Ireland was in a constant state of recession and national confidence would have been at an all-time low. 

Seán treated everybody as an equal, regardless of the circumstances.  He was heard to say many times in pubs, shops, offices
and trade shows,  ‘My name is Seán, what's yours?’ He would expect the same respect from everyone he met.  Seán had no
problem trying his hand at something new and different, in both business and life generally.  His love of flying lead him to
obtaining a pilot’s licence.  He continued working with his son Pearse, well beyond official retirement age, acting as a mentor
and giving any assistance required.  Seán was always available to assist.  He did eventually retire, enabling him and Clora to
spend more time at Woodbrook Golf Club, where they very active members and had many great friends.  Clora was Lady
Captain in 1998 and Seán won the Captains prize in 1992, something that gave him great joy.

Seán enjoyed following most sports in particular rugby, GAA and golf, while keeping a close eye on the fortunes of Cork,
Munster and Ireland.  The rise of the modern day sports professionals and their incomes made him laugh.  He particularly
enjoyed the success of the Irish teams in the European Cup against the might of the English and French clubs.  Two stories
stand out that gave him great personal satisfaction – in 2007 he was delighted to bring one of his former Oldham team mates
to Croke Park for the historic rugby match between Ireland and England.  On another lighter note, when the Cork Holly
Bough recently profiled the international rugby players from Pres, he laughed - ‘I am in there with Zebo and ROG’!

Seán and Clora were married for over 58 years and were a wonderful example to their family and friends of the love and
friendship they had for each other.  He died on November 22nd 2017 after a short illness, borne with great humour and
courage.  He is fondly remembered by his wife Clora, children, twin brother Nicky, his grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
extended family and many friends, in Cork, Dublin and further afield.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis!

(The Pres Gazette is very grateful for the contribution of the Quinlan family in putting together this tribute to Seán, in particular his nephew Nicky and
Seán’s sons Mark, Rory and Pearse.)

Seán Quinlan



This summer many of the highest achieving Basketball team ever to attend Pres will sit their Leaving Certificate exams in the
school.  January 2013 was the launching pad for this magnificent team, when PBC won the first year All-Ireland ‘A’ Title at
the University of Limerick, beating Christians in an epic encounter in the quarter final, and going on to win the final by a
whopping 25 point margin against Malahide CS from Dublin. 

The following year, Ciarán Fitzgerald joined the panel as a 1st Year, and we won the second Year All-Ireland Title at the
National Stadium Dublin.  In 2015, more success followed at the Mounthawk Tralee U16 Invitational Tournament, where we
defeated all five teams in the competition, with David Murray topping the rebounding charts and Seán Jenkins hitting the
virtual jackpot, averaging 32 points per game!  Not surprisingly, Seán also won the Most Valuable Player award and both David
and Seán were selected on the All Star Five players of the tournament.  We also reached the All-Ireland U16 Cup final that
year, but unfortunately, were narrowly beaten by a powerful Summerhill College, Sligo squad.

Having lost many talented players from the early years to rugby, like Seán French and David Hyland, we still managed to
maintain our ‘A’ status in Irish Schools Basketball.  We won the Cork County U16 Championship in 2016 and we qualified for
the All-Ireland U19 Cup final in 2017, defeating the highly talented Saint Malachy’s, Belfast in overtime in a pulsating semi-
final.  Unfortunately, we came up against a superb Coáiste Choilm, Ballincollig squad in the final, who ran out deserving
winners in the end by 102-78.  We completed our season this year (2017-18) by winning the group stage of the Cork U19
Cork County League. 

The emergence of top class International players, Andrew O’Connor, Seán Jenkins and David Murray has made Pres one of
the top Basketball schools in the country.  The players leaving us this year deserve a special mention for their enormous
contribution and loyalty over the years. They are Davie Scott (captain), William O’Connor, Tom Bornemann, Cillian McNamara,
David Murray and Richard Cullinane.  We are hugely grateful for all their hard work and dedication to the Pres singlet!

Senior Basketball Squad
Back row (l-r): Seán Murphy (Coach), Ciarán Fitzgerald, Andrew O’Connor, David Murray, William O’Connor and Cillian MacNamara.

Front row (l-r): Caomhán Budhlaeir, Tom Bornemann and Richard Cullinane.
Absent: Davie Scott.

Pres Basketball 2017-18



Pres U14 All Ireland Cup Semi-Final at National Basketball Arena.
We had a big influx of 1st Year players this year and we entered two teams in the Cork County league.  The U14 team
travelled recently to Bray, Co Wicklow to contest the 1st and 2nd rounds of the All-Ireland U14 Cup Competition. 

We defeated Pres, Bray in the opening game and after a very tough contest we later edged out Malahide CS, Dublin. The
powerful display by Aodhán Cooke and our centre, Alex Doyle, combined with the ball control of our guards, Scott Kelleher
and Emmet Fitzgerald, pushed us over the line to victory.  Well done again lads!

Jamie Cotter, one of our top players, unfortunately injured his ankle in a club match with Ballincollig the day before that game
and he was unable to play.  Hopes are high that Jamie and the rest of the panel will now give a big performance to get us
through to the final. 

We will now play Calasanctius College, Galway, the West of Ireland champions, in the All-Ireland semi-final on 20th February
next, at the National Basketball Arena, Dublin.  Is there another great Pres team on the way?  It won’t be for the lack of
trying.  Watch this space!

Seán Murphy
PBC Basketball Coach

1st Year Basketball Squad
Back row (l-r): Seán Murphy (Coach), Rory O’Shaughnessy, Alex Doyle, Reuben Skuse, Jamie Cotter, Aodhán Cooke and Niall Collins.

Front row (l-r): David Burke, Max Mazur, Scott Kelleher, Emmett Fitzgerald, Dara Mc Mahon and Joe MacNamara.



PBC Basketball Brothers
(l-r): Seán Murphy (Coach), Andrew O’Connor, William O’Connor, Joe MacNamara, Cillian MacNamara, 

Ciarán Fitzgerald and Emmet Fitzgeral

PBC point guard Caomhán Budhlaeir on a fast break! PBC U19 Basketball captain, Davie Scott, controls the play.

Three sets of brothers playing for Pres



4th Year student, Andrew O’Connor , was a member of the Ireland Under 16 men’s team  that  contested the
FIBA U16 Men’s European Championship Division B Championships in Sofia, Bulgaria last August. Coached by
ex UCC Demons coach , Pat Price, Ireland had a very tough series of encounters, against Hungary, the Slovak
Republic, Norway, Czech Republic and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Ireland eventually edged out Bosnia, 83-78, to
take 11th place, the highest ever secured by an Irish team at this age group. Andrew plays his club basketball with
Ballincollig BC, and on February 15 last, was named in the Ireland U17 Development Squad for the coming season
by U17 Head Coach, Ciarán O’Sullivan.  Well done Andrew.  We look forward to hearing more success for Andrew
in the green singlet in the years to come!

Ireland U16 Basketball squad pictured at Dublin Airport, prior to departure to Sofia for the European Championships. 
Andrew O’Connor (PBC) is pictured third from left.

Ireland U16 squad celebrate on court after victory over Bosnia-Herzegovina secures 11th place in European Championships.
This was Ireland’s highest ever place at this grade.  Andrew is in the back row, third from left.

Andrew O’Connor (Ireland U16 Basketball)



6th Year student, David Murray played on the Irish International U18 3x3 Basketball team in the European 3x3
Championships held in Riga, Latvia last August. Ireland made a great start to the competition beating both Russia
and Belarus in very close games only beating Belarus to qualify for the Quarter Finals.  This was the first time ever
an Irish men’s team had qualified for the Quarter Finals in 3x3 . Unfortunately, in a game of tiny margins, Ireland
lost to Ukraine by 3pts. David is now back with the Ireland U18 squad, who are preparing for the U18 European
Championships to be held this summer in Kosovo.  We wish David and Ireland every success in these games.

Dave drives for the basket against Belarus Dave celebrating a crucial basket against Belarus

Dave makes a shot under extreme pressure against the Ukraine Dave relaxing pre game.

David Murray (Ireland U16 Basketball)



Seán had the honour of captaining the Ireland U18 Men’s team last July, that competed in Tallinn, Estonia for the
FIBA U18 Men’s European Championship Division B.  Ireland contested Group D with Belgium, Switzerland, MKD,
Estonia and Denmark, but were dealt a huge blow beforehand when talented Cork players, Adam Drummond
and Cian Heaphy were ruled out due to injury.  Despite a strong display from the squad and, most notably from
Seán himself Ireland finished in 24th place. 
In the game against Albania, Seán scored a sensational 42pts!  This was the highest individual score ever for any
player representing Ireland at this level.  In addition, he finished second top scorer in the competition overall,
averaging 23pts per game and was 13th in rebounds, averaging 7.8 per game in the championships.
Seán has now left Pres and moved to Spartanburg , South Carolina,  in order to pursue his dreams of playing NCAA
Division 1 College Basketball.  His team Spartanburg High School are competing in a very competitive League and
conference. 
‘I always wanted to play high school basketball in America and this is just an ideal option’ said Seán. ‘All my Dad’s
family are living in Spartanburg.  I’ll be here for two years and, fingers crossed, I’ll get a Division I scholarship.’
All at Pres were sorry to see Seán go but we wish him enormous success in the US.  Our loss is certainly their gain!

Seán Jenkins chases his basketball dream in the USA

The Ireland U18 Basketball squad pictured before departure for the FIBA European U18 Basketball Championships in Estonia last August.
Seán is in the front row, extreme right.



Pres sailors retain the Munster and All-Ireland Schools titles!

Photo shows (l-r): Michael Carroll, James McCann, David Carroll, Conor Walsh, Johnny Durcan and Atlee Kohl.
Absent: Harry Durcan (Captain) and Harry O’Connell.

Last October, two Pres teams headed to Schull to compete in the Irish Schools Team Racing Nationals. Also present were the
top 12 schools sailing teams from across the country, who had all qualified through their provincial events.  This was a
testament to high standard of sailors we currently have in the school, exemplified by the fact that we managed to qualify two
teams for the event.  The competition format is a league round robin, where each team races each other twice.   After a
windy Saturday, we were placed first and second overall.  With light winds on Sunday morning and after a slight delay,
racing got underway and by the end, PBC2 had finished in third overall with 20 wins and 3 losses, receiving the Bronze Medal.
The 6 team members have many more years left in Pres and their time for Gold Medal success will eventually come.
PBC 2 team members:  Charlie (Captain) and Harry Moloney, Atlee and Dawson Kohl, Charlie Neville and James Hassett.

PBC1 managed to sail brilliantly on the day and used their experience to win 22 out of 22 races, an unblemished record that
resulted in them becoming and Irish Schools National Champions for 2017, retaining both the Munster Schools and Ireland
Schools Championships.  The winning team was made up of: Harry Durcan (Captain), Harry O'Connell, James McCann,
Conor Walsh, Michael and David Carroll.

The hope is that we can take Gold and Silver on our next outing, as we look forward to the 2018 Munster Championships
over the coming weeks.  We would like to thank Deputy Principal, Mr Aiden Twomey for his help in organising everything and
supervising us at the October event.

PBC had 6 sailors take part in both World and European championships last summer and they scored some great results: 
Michael Carroll - 420 Junior Europeans (Crew)
James McCann - 420(2) Junior Europeans (Crew)
Johnny Durcan - Laser Radial Men's Worlds 
Harry Durcan - 29er Open Worlds (Helm)
Atlee Kohl - 29er Open Worlds (Crew)
Dawson Kohl - 29er Open Worlds (Helm)

In addition, 6th Year student, Johnny Durcan and past pupil Séafra Guilfoyle are both currently trialling for an Irish spot to
compete at the 2020 Olympic games in Tokyo.

Vary best of luck lads!

Harry Durcan



Class 1A of 2017

Class 1B of 2017

Back row (l-r): Daniel Maume, Cameron Lee, Ronan McAuliffe, Mossie Ó Donnchadha, Alex Doyle, Ben Hutchinson and Jamie Walsh. 
Middle row (l-r): Ben O'Connor, William Hetherington, Shane O'Brien, Darragh Lynch, Seán Lang, Jack O'Connor, 

Michael O'Sullivan and Mr Ronan O'Mahony (Class Teacher). 
Front row (l-r): Dara McMahon, Cuan Deasy, David O'Dwyer, Ethan Barry, Olan Ó Síocháin, Cian Murphy and Thomas Cullen. 

Inset (l-r): Niall Collins, Daniel Healy and Fionn Roche. 

Back row (l-r): Morgan Foley, Adam McNulty, Joe MacNamara, Jamie Cotter, David Flynn, Fionn Roussel and Mark O’Connell.
Middle row (l-r): Ms Cathy Hennessy (Class Teacher), Connall Curran, Ian Van Sinderen, Miguel Barbosa Fleming, Liam Buckley, 

Mark O’Mahony, Ben Cashman and Oliver Bogue.
Front row (l-r): Luke Whelan, Emmett Fitzgerald, Max Dillon, Rory O’Donaghue, Oliver Cregan, Zach Dunne and Ronan Power. 

Inset (l-r): Eamonn Barry, Harry Murphy and Leon Sahm.



First Year students of  2017
We warmly welcome all our new First Years and hope they enjoy their years in Pres.  

Copies of the First Year photographs are available to purchase.  Please visit www.adrianoherlihy.com for more details.





Class 1C of 2017

Class 1D of 2017

Back row (l-r): Tom Coughlan, James MacCarthy, Niall Brady, Thomas McCarthy, Samuel Johnson, James Wixted, 
Alex Davenport and Louis Crisp.

Middle row (l-r): Evan McCardle, Seán Keville, Dave Carthew, Ronan Hennigan, Ali Baker, Max Healy, David Barry and Colm Smith.
Front row (l-r): Dylan Costello, Colin Dolan, Tom MacCarthy, Ronan Murphy, Oscar Nangle and Aaron Sheehan.

Inset (l-r): Seán Herlihy and James Kelleher

Back row (l-r): Luke Sweetnam, Charlie Collins, Ruan Barrett Crean, Max Geary and Kevin McColgan.
Middle row (l-r): Scott Kelleher, Conor Hurley, Naoise O’Sullivan, Aaron Swalbe O’Sullivan, Isaac Lee, Andrew Scannell, 

Patrick Brophy and Mr Aidan Murray (Class Teacher).
Front row (l-r): Killian Twomey, Jack Kingston, Jabir Rahman, Jay O’Mahony, Jerry Murphy and Jude Malley.
Inset (l-r): Rowan Murphy, Olivier Nadal, Eoin Browne, Aodhán Cooke, Max Mazur and Reuben Skuse.  



Class 1E of 2017

Pres Head Boys 2018

Back row (l-r): Ronan Dwyer, Rory O’Shaughnessy, Adam Sorensen, Alex Cunningham, David Burke, Fintan O’Flynn and Peter Wall.
Middle row (l-r): Ms Claire Lynch (Class Teacher), Olan O’Donovan, Edward Barrett, Eshan O’Sullivan, Umer Kiani, 

Andrew Cuddigan, David Bennett, Ross Daly and Eoin Diggin.
Front row (l-r): Evan Lee, Alex Quin, Aaron Alam, David Collins, Hugo Bruce, Tom Colbert and Patrick Moroney.

Inset: Rory MacCarthy

Photo shows (l-r) Eoghan Healy (Deputy Head Boy 2017-18) and Eoin Davis (PBC Head Boy 2017-18)



On 20th May, we competed in the Munster Schools 4x100m
Relay in CIT.  We finished in first place with a time of 44.92
seconds, with Thurles CBS and Mercy Mounthawk taking the
silver and bronze medals respectively. This qualified us for the
All-Ireland schools athletics event in Tullamore.  This event
has been organised ever since 1916 and has become an
integral part of the athletics calendar now with more than
300 schools from all over the country participating in the
provincial qualifications.

PBC finished second overall In the Intermediate athletics
schools group. Conor Morey won silver in the 100m sprint
and bronze in the 200m sprint while Colin Doyle won silver
in the 200m sprint. I reached fourth place in the Javelin and
John Forde finished sixth in the boys 100m Hurdles.

The last event of the day was the Relay and our team
consisted of Conor Morey, Colin Doyle, Daniel Hurley and
myself (as a replacement for Andrew Geaney O’Brien who
was on the rugby tour).  We were competing against the top
Intermediate boys teams from across the country.  I started in
the blocks, handing the baton to Colin who ran the back
straight to hand off to Daniel on the bend.  He passed the
baton to Conor who raced down the home straight.  We ran
the 4x100m in 44.26 seconds, less than half a second away
from breaking the national record, easily beating Thurles CBS
and Portadown College into second and third to win the gold
medal and the National Intermediate Boys Relay Trophy.

Michael Hand

Photo shows (l-r) Daniel Hurley, Colin Doyle, Conor Morey Michael Hand and Andrew Geaney O’Brien.

Schools champions PBC on the podium with the 
prestigious Lonergan Cup in Tullamore on 3rd June 2017. 

Back row (l-r) Conor Morey and Michael Hand;
Front row (l-r) Daniel Hurley and Colin Doyle.

It was over fifty years since Pres had won that event.

Pres are All-Ireland Intermediate 4 x 100m Relay Champions



Colin Doyle and Conor Morey competed in the Munster Schools Competition
in May 2017, and their success at these events qualified them to represent
Ireland at the Tailteann Games, Santry Stadium, Dublin last June.  At that event,
Colin won three gold medals in the 100m, 200m, and 4 x 100m Relay and
Conor picked up silver in the 100m 200m and 4 x 100m Relay also. 

Both went on to represent Ireland in the International Schools Competition in Dublin.  Both made the final and they finished
in the top five in the 100m and 200m.  In addition, they picked up bronze on the 4x100 Relay.  Colin and Conor  went on to
represent Ireland in the European Youth Olympic Festival in Gyór, Hungary in July 2017, with Conor competing in the 100m
event and Colin the 200m event. This was a great experience for both athletes to represent Ireland at the highest youth level
and is a promising sign of things to come.  We look forward to hearing more success stories from all our talented Pres athletes.

Photo shows (l-r) Conor Morey and Colin Doyle Seán Naughton (Class 2D) won a 
Silver medal in the Junior Hammer at the 
South Munster Athletics Championships at
CIT last May.  Superb performance Seán!

Pres boys run for Ireland Silver medal win for Seán

As Daniel Hurley won gold in the All-Ireland U16 Long Jump, he was also a member of Team Ireland, 
in his first international event last summer, winning a Silver medal in the Celtic Games for Long Jump in the Morton Stadium, Dublin



Looking ahead the 2017/18 season is well under way with our crews well into their winter training and building towards
‘Head-of-the-River’ season and our summer regattas thereafter. Our 1st Years have started training and the future looks bright!

Looking back it was another amazing year for Pres Rowing. The school won its sixth national title in July, we won the senior
schools title at both the Irish Indoor Rowing Championships and the Provincial Championships both held in UL as well as a
number of domestic Heads and regattas around the country. In the lead up to regatta season, we also had an extremely
successful training camp in Italy.  We stayed and trained in the Australian Institute of Sport in Varese in the North of Italy.

Best of luck to all our students for the season ahead and as always thanks to all our coaches and volunteers for all the help and
support throughout the year.

Irish Rowing Championships - July ‘17 (CHAMPIONS!)
Pres won a fantastic national title when David Higgins took
the Club Scull Championship in some style at the Irish Rowing
Championships, at the NRC, Farran Woods (14th -16th July).
David, a 5th Year student, has represented the school at all
levels from J14 right through to J18.  He has shown enormous
dedication and loyalty to rowing and to the school and has
finally got his deserved reward.  
He won his heat to secure one of only two spots to progress
to the semi-final and then went onto win his semi- final in
great style to secure his place in the final as the fastest
qualifier.  The final proved the tightest of the three races but
after a tough battle down the course David went on to win by
three seconds to claim the national title. This was a fantastic
achievement coming first out of a total of 41 scullers. 
This is the schools sixth national club title since 2002 and a
great source of pride for all involved in the sport in Pres and
testament to all the hard work done by many over the years.
Well done to David and his family, his team of coaches and all
our supporters and friends!

Rowing Report 2017 / ‘18

NATIONAL CHAMPION!

Photo shows Presentation College RC 2017 / ‘18 members with Head Coach Fran Keane

David Higgins - National Champion!



Photo shows the Presentation College RC squad for the 2018 Indoor Championship in UL

The lads going through their paces with Pres in the background!

Irish Indoor Rowing Championships – January 2018
The IIRC took place in the University of Limerick on 20th
January and a large group travelled with great enthusiasm
from the school to compete. We had a number of great
performances and PB’s on the day.  The highlight of the
championship was the schools team relay event where our
Senior team were unlucky not to add to their provincial title
from November.  Unfortunately, on this occasion after a great
fight we ended up in second place, with ‘Bish’ from Galway
taking gold and ahead of Enniskillen RGS who finished third.
More greating rowing from our lads which augurs well for
the remainder of the season.  Very well done to all again!

National Sculling Champion David Higgins with his coaches (l-r) Brian O’Keeffe, Eoin Hennessy and Fran Keane



Irish Provinces Indoor Rowing Championships (November 2017)
The school rowers continued their strong tradition in the relay events at this competition, once again winning the senior schools
team relay event in some style. The four students, Tom Murphy, Alex Guerin, Alex Doherty and Jack Murphy put in strong
performances on the day to come home with the gold medals. Our third year team finished in the bronze medal position while
our second years finished in a very respectful fourth place in what was their first competition at this level. Jamie Falsey (3rd
Year) won the individual event at his age group to top off a memorable day for the school.

Skibbereen Regatta - April 2017
This was the first regatta of the season and was a good way to prepare our student athletes for their training camp in Varese,
Italy.  We had two full days of racing with strong performances in the J16 Eight, winning the ‘B’ Final in their category, and
the J16 Four (second place).  Our 1st Years got their first taste of regatta racing with three 1st Year Quads entered for the event.

Club honours David Higgins and Luke Guerin

Jamie Falsey. who won the Gold in J15 individual event
at theIrish Provincial Indoors

Photo shows the Senior Schools Indoor Relay Winners
(l-r) Tom Murphy, Alex Guerin, Alex Doherty and Jack Murphy

(l-r) Fran Keane, (Coach), David Higgins (Athlete-of-the-Year), Luke Guerin (Clubman-of-the-Year) and Eoin Hennessy, (Coach)



Past pupils and Eoin O’Farrell and skipper Seán Underwood (Class of 2010) were part of a four man team known as The
Relentless Rowers, that included crew mates Pat O’Connor and Thomas Browne, which took part in the Talisker Atlantic
Challenge, considered to be the world’s toughest race covering a distance of 3,000 miles (4,800km) from the Canary Islands
to Antigua.  They finished the race in sixth place out of 25 boats and completed it in 32 days and 22 hours making them the
fastest crew from the Republic of Ireland to ever cross the Atlantic!  What a brilliant achievement!   This year was also the fastest
ever race with the Relentless crew completing the event over three days faster than any other boat in past races. 

Both Eoin and Seán started their rowing careers here in Pres and both represented the school with distinction at various national
competitions.  In addition, both families have had a strong association with rowing in Pres. It was a fantastic achievement for
the crew and as past pupils, one which the school and the school’s rowing club are extremely proud of.  Very well done lads!
Fran Keane
PBC Head Rowing Coach

Relentless Rowers cross the Atlantic in magnificent style!

Photo shows (l-r) Thomas Browne, Eoin O’Farrell, Pat O’Connor and skipper Seán Underwood in the mid Atlantic

The Relentless Rowers before departure for Antigua 
(l-r) Eoin, Thomas, Pat and Seán.

Past pupils (l-r) Eoin O’Farrell and Seán Underwood celebrating
Christmas Day ‘on the water’! 



Back row (l-r): Sean O’Flynn, Ronan Twomey, Cathal Browne, Seán Nyhan, Seán Henry Squires, Tadhg O’Sullivan, Cathal Walsh, 
Simon Good, Jimmy Duggan, Brian Hayes, Eoghan Healy, Briain Murphy, Simon O’Neill, Cormac Griffin and Luke Twomey.
Front row (l-r): Rian O’Flynn, Adam Healy, David Marshall, Jack O’Driscoll, Nathan Goulding, Michael Nunan, James Buckley, 

Karl Walsh, Ethan Twomey and Sam Cunningham.

Cork Senior Hurling v Kinsale Community School in Carrigaline GAA, 22nd September 2017
PBC came up against a strong and well organised team from Kinsale.  Despite whole hearted efforts from our players, Kinsale
were much too good for us on the day and, unfortunately we bowed out of the Cork Championship at the first hurdle.  At the
time of writing, Kinsale had qualified for the Cork final.

Munster Senior Hurling v Scoil Mhuire Gan Smál, Blarney in Glen Rovers GAA, 25th October 2017
After a defeat to Coláiste Treasa, Kanturk on 11th October in Ballincollig GAA, PBC faced a must win game against SMGS,
Blarney in order to stay in the Munster Senior hurling championship.  The match took place on a pitch that was very heavy
after a lot of rain but thankfully it was dry with very little wind for the match.  This was an intense, closely fought game all
through with huge commitment shown by both teams in a sporting contest.
PBC opened our scoring with a pointed free from Jack O’Driscoll after Ronan Twomey was fouled.  Our backs worked hard
to keep Blarney out and a monster free from Cathal Browne saw the teams level 2 points each after 8 minutes.  Strong play
from Cathal saw him score a point after 15 mins.  From the puck out, Eoin Healy gathered and burst forward before passing
to Cathal who found Ronan near the sideline and he scored a lovely point to push us ahead 0-4 to 0-3.  Ethan Twomey was
in top form in goal and swept up dropping balls before effecting good clearances.  With our full back line of David, Tadhg and
Sean on song, we had a solid base.   Blarney got 3 points in a row before Eoin was fouled for a pointed free by Cathal.  Cathal
finished our scoring in the first half before a last minute Blarney point saw them lead 0-7 to 0-6 at half time.
The industrious Cathal pointed from play in the 34th minute before a strong run from Karl Walsh earned a pointed free.  Play
was frenetic with Seán Henry involved in excellent play, ably supported by our superb midfield pairing of Karl and James
Buckley with Adam and Simon showing hunger for every ball.  After 43 mins, Ronan scored another top point from near the
sideline to level again at 0-9 each.  In the 51st min, Blarney went ahead but straight away a long ball from Karl dropped into
the Blarney goal mouth and Nathan Goulding got a flick to divert the sliothar past the defender and ‘keeper into the net.
James found Ronan who was fouled for a pointed free by Cathal.  Blarney responded with 2 points to leave us ahead by 1 point.
In the last minute of normal time, Ronan burst forward and superbly rifled a shot to the top corner to seal a memorable first
Munster Hurling Championship win in many years for PBC 2-10 to 0-12.
PBC had many stand out performances throughout the field and the team management of Mr Enda O’Regan and Mr John
Connaughton were fulsome in their praise of the efforts of all in difficult conditions.

Pres team: Ethan Twomey; David Marshall, Tadhg O’Sullivan, Seán O’Flynn; Briain Murphy, Eoghan Healy, Seán Henry Squires;
Karl Walsh, James Buckley; Adam Healy, Simon O’Neill, Cathal Browne (0-7, 4f); Ronan Twomey (1-2), Brian Hayes and Jack
O’Driscoll (0-1f).
Subs: Simon Good, Nathan Goulding (1-0), Jimmy Duggan, Ciarán O’Driscoll, Gavin Marshall, Michael Nunan, Charlie Walsh,
Daniel Squires, Cathal Quirke and Luke Twomey.

John Connaughton

Senior Hurling 2017 – 2018



Munster Senior Hurling v Scariff Community College in Rathkeale, 28th November 2017
PBC travelled to play on the astro turf at Limerick GAA’s Centre of Excellence.  This was a closely contested game where the
scores were level at half time and level again with 9 minutes to play.  Unfortunately, Scariff got in to score late goals which
gave a false impression on the final result where they won 6-10 to 2-13.  Our players acquitted themselves very well on the
day but unfortunately this defeat brought an end to our Senior Hurling season.

Captain’s Corner
2017 brought history in Pres.  For the first time in almost 90 years, the black, white and purple competed in a Munster hurling
competition.  While it was not as successful as we would have hoped, it was a huge honour to captain the team.  We began
the competition with a tough game against Kanturk and a resulting loss which left it all to do in our final group game against
Blarney.  On a heavy pitch up in The Glen, PBC recorded its first victory in Munster in almost 90 years!  Our team was filled
with players from all corners of Cork and from 1 to 25, it was one of our proudest moments in the school’s sporting history!
Our journey came to an end against a strong side from Scariff, in a game which we left behind us but that’s how sport goes!
As our season came to a close, I feel this year we set a firm foundation that will further the game of hurling in Pres for many
years to come.
I would like to thank Mr Enda O’Regan, Mr John Connaughton and Mr Caleb Sheehan for giving their time and effort to
allow us to pull on the Pres jersey and represent our school.
Eoghan Healy
6th Year

Senior Gaelic Football 2017 - 2018
Senior Football v Midleton CBS in Midleton, Thursday 5th October 2017
Pres travelled to Midleton for our first football match of the season.  On a sunny day, PBC put in a good performance to win
on a final score of 7-8 to 2-12.  We finished the game strongly as we were down 2-5 to 1-10 with 20mins to play.
Pres team: Cillian Martin; Ciarán O’Driscoll, Briain Murphy, Seán Henry Squires; Cathal Quirke, Bart Daly, Philip Kelliher; Adam
Healy (1-0), Cathal Browne (1-4); Cormac Griffin (0-1), Simon O’Neill, Simon Good; Patrick Campbell (0-1), Jack O’Driscoll
(1-0) and Joe Duggan.
Subs used: James O’Donovan (0-1), Seán Egan (0-1), Eoghan Healy (1-0), Mark McStay, Michael Nunan (1-0), Tim Cronin,
and Ronan Twomey (2-0).

Senior Football v Kinsale CS in Carrigaline, Thursday 12th October 2017
Pres started slowly and we found ourselves behind 3pts to no score after 4mins. Gradually our backs and midfield tightened
up and chances started to be created for our forwards.  Half time score 0-7 to 0-4.
We were confident of a positive outcome at half time but unfortunately a goal was conceded 3mins into the second half.  We
were up against it then in a low scoring game but we battled well.
Kinsale finished the game with 2 points to win 1-11 to 1-6.
Pres team: Cillian Martin; Mark McStay, Briain Murphy, Seán Henry Squires; James Buckley, Bart Daly, Niall Murphy; James
O’Donovan (0-3, 2f), Cathal Browne; Adam Healy, Karl Walsh (1-0), Michael Nunan; Jack O’Driscoll (0-1), Simon O’Neill (0-
1) and Joe Duggan (0-1).
Subs: Patrick Campbell, Frank Horgan, Cathal Quirke, Tim Cronin, Seán Egan, Simon Good, Cormac Griffin, Philip Kelleher,
Ciaran O’Driscoll, Daniel Harte, Ben McCarthy and Ronan Twomey.

Munster Senior Football v Abbeyfeale, in Carrigadrohid, 8th November 2017.
PBC travelled to Canovee’s GAA Grounds in a determined mood to progress in the Munster Championship.  We opened
brightly with our backs getting on top and our ‘keeper very effective with his kick outs.  We built up a commanding half time
lead of 2-7 to 0-2.
The PBC subs were making their presence felt and kept momentum on our side.  Abbeyfeale got in for 1-1 at the end but it
was a comfortable win for us, 3-14 to 1-7.  It was encouraging to see our players click together on the day and we hope for
another strong performance in the next round against Gael Choláiste Chiarraí from Tralee.
Pres team: Cillian Martin; Mark McStay (1-0), Briain Murphy, Eoin Nation; Seán Henry Squires, Eoin Healy, Bart Daly; James
O’Donovan (0-3, 1f), Cathal Browne (0-3); Adam Healy (1-3), Karl Walsh (0-3), James Buckley (0-1); Jack O’Driscoll, Simon
O’Neill and Brian Lynch (1-0).
Subs: Rian O’Flynn, Simon Good (0-1), Frank Horgan, Jimmy Duggan, Ronan Twomey, Seán Egan, Cathal Quirke, Ben
McCarthy, Michael Nunan and Eoghan Barry.



Senior Football v Colaiste Chriost Ri in Douglas, 11th January 2018
PBC travelled to Páirc Colmcille for our first GAA match against Chríost Rí in many years.  On a foggy and cold day, both teams
found it difficult to create chances on the heavy pitch.  After a tight first half, Chríost Rí lead 1-5 to 1-2 at half time.
In the second half PBC continued to defend well and create scoring opportunities while not always converting them.  The
scores were level with a minute to go before Chríost Rí scored 2 points to win on a scoreline of 1-13 to 2-8.  Management
were happy with this as preparation for the Munster Championship game next week.
Pres team: Cillian Martin; Mark McStay, Briain Murphy, Eoin Nation; Seán Henry Squires, Eoin Healy, Rian O’Flynn (0-1); James
O’Donovan (0-2, 1f), Cathal Browne (1-3, 2f); Adam Healy (0-1), Karl Walsh, Jimmy Duggan (0-1); Joe Duggan, Simon O’Neill
and Brian Lynch (1-0).
Subs used: Simon Good, Sean Egan, James Buckley, Jack O’Driscoll and Ben McCarthy.

Munster Senior Football Championship v Gaelcholáiste Tralee, 19th January 2018
On a bitterly cold morning, PBC travelled to play on the 4G pitch in UL.  Tralee started the game much better and PBC only
had a free from James O’Donovan after Cathal Browne was fouled to show for the first 13mins of play.  Tralee led 0-4 to 0-1
at this stage.  Karl Walsh scored after a nice pass from Cathal before Eoin Nation surged forward for a point. 
Tralee scored a goal from a penalty in the 17th minute to lead 1-4 0-3 before Cillian Martin kept us in the game with a decent
save.  Our defence worked hard to keep out a lively set of Tralee forwards.  Good interplay between Cathal and Simon O’Neill
created a converted point chance from Adam Healy after 21mins.  However, Tralee scored 4 points in a row before James scored
a free after Brian Lynch was fouled to leave Tralee ahead 1-8 to 0-5 at half time.
PBC increased the tempo and drove at Tralee from the start of the second half.  This lead to a hand passed point from Eoghan
Healy in the first minute.  This was followed by a Brian Lynch point after a good run along the sideline before Joe Duggan
pointed.  A run from Cian O’Donovan found Simon whose lob found the net and in 4mins we were now level 1-8 each.  A
point from Tralee was followed by a flowing move from PBC which included Eoin Nation and Cian before Joe found the net.
Despite the freezing rain, PBC kept a high tempo.  Patient play from our midfielders and forwards created an opening for Karl
to point before Rian O’Flynn got on the scoreboard after 42mins when we went ahead 2-10 to 1-10.
James O’Donovan got on the end of a move to bravely get between players and score a goal from close range after 50mins.
Points were converted by Rian and Simon before Mark McStay came forward in support of an attack and curled over a point.
Our final point came from Rian after good work by Simon and the final score of 3-14 to 1-10 showed an impressive 16 point
turn around from half time with 10 individual scorers!
Pres team: Cillian Martin; Mark McStay (0-1), Briain Murphy, Eoin Nation (0-1); Seán Henry Squires, Eoin Healy (0-1), Bart Daly;
James O’Donovan (1-2, 2f), Cathal Browne; Adam Healy (0-1), Karl Walsh (0-2), Rian O’Flynn (0-3); Joe Duggan (1-1), Simon
O’Neill (1-1) and Brian Lynch (0-1).
Subs: Cian O’Donovan, Jack O’Driscoll, Simon Good, Frank Horgan, Jimmy Duggan, Ronan Twomey, Seán Egan, Cathal Quirke
and Ben McCarthy.

Captain’s Corner
With the success we had last year, the 2017-18 season was always going to be difficult to match.  Having lost a number of
key starters from last year’s team, unfortunately we struggled to get up and running this season.  We were disappointed in our
performance in the Cork Colleges Competition when we were beaten by Kinsale CS by 5 points in the opening round.
However, the team bounced back remarkably well to defeat Abbeyfeale in the 1st Round of the Munster Championship,
winning on a scoreline of 3-14 to 1-7.
With several players in club action during the year, we found it difficult to get together for training sessions.  However a
challenge game against Coláiste Chríost Rí proved a very beneficial experience in the lead up to our Munster Quarter Final with
Gaelcholáiste Ciarraí, Tralee.
We made the long trip to UL to take on this Tralee school who made it to the final of the Kerry Colleges ‘A’ competition beating
the like of Coláiste na Sceilige and others, who are still in contention to win the Munster ‘A’ Corn Uí Mhuirí.
It was fair to say we were outsiders and from the outset we showed our opponents too much respect as they took a 6 point
lead into the half time break.  However, wise words from Mr O’Regan galvanised the team and we produced one of our best
performances to date, winning out convincing winners 3-14 to 1-10.
The Munster semi-final was played in Rathkeale GGA grounds, Co Limerick, on 3rd February against Ennistymon CBS.  A very
tight game saw Pres lead by 1-8 to 0-9 going into the finals minutes.  Sadly, the concession of a late goal meant that Ennistymon
progressed to the final.  An absolute heartbreaker for the entire panel, but I salute them all for a superb effort all year.

James O’Donovan 
6th Year



Pres unlucky in Munster Football Semi-Final

U14 County Hurling Championship Winners - Blarney

Back row (l-r): Frank Horgan, Ben McCarthy, Jimmy Duggan, Jack O’Driscoll, Eoin Nation, Simon O’Neill, Seán Henry Squires, 
Cian O’Donovan, Eoghan Healy, Barth Daly, Cathal Browne, Ronan Twomey, Simon Good and Seán Egan.

Front row (l-r): Briain Murphy, Karl Walsh, Cathal Quirke, Adam Healy, Brian Lynch, James O’Donovan (Captain), Mark McStay, 
Cillian Martin, Joe Duggan and Rian O’Flynn.

Five Pres students played on the Blarney U14 Hurling Panel that won the U14 County Hurling Championship.
(l-r) Jerry Murphy Class 1D, Ciarán Sexton Class 2A, Daniel Murphy Class 3B, Ben Hutchinson Class 1A and Ronan Hennigan Class 1C.



Rugby Report

Another year is well under way for our small army of rugby players. The U14 squads are halfway through their season.
Feedback from the coaching staff is that they are developing well and improving with every week. Highlights of their year so
far included memorable trips to Gonzaga and Terenure, and of course their first taste of battle against the ‘old enemy on the
hill’ .With a full series of games and an end of season tournament in Clongowes,  there is much to look forward to in the second
half of the year. A huge thank you to Liam Lynch and his wonderful team of coaches who do so much tremendous work.   

Sadly, following an excellent qualifying campaign, our brave U15 squad had its bid to regain the McCarthy Cup ended by
eventual winners CBC in a hard fought final in front of an enthusiastic crowd in Irish Independent Park. Played in appalling
conditions, this match was of an extraordinarily high quality and but for the bounce of a ball, the result could have been very
different.  On the positive side, the McCarthy Cup B team won a fantastic final against CBC in even worse conditions. It was
a performance full of bravery, heart and passion and great credit is due to all involved.  A huge thanks to Brian Casey, John
Mullarkey and Emmet O Halloran for all their work in coordinating this group so far. Thanks also to the coaching team who
give their time so selflessly to the cause. All are looking forward to the rest of the season.

The Junior Cup Squad were in action in the first round of the Junior Cup, at home to Castletroy. Starting well they took an
early lead but were pegged back and with seven minutes to go found themselves 19-5 in arrears. Showing true Pres character,
they fought their way back into the match only to lose narrowly 19 -17 having scored two wonderful late tries. Winning the
qualifier 48 -3 playing scintillating rugby against Ard Scoil Rís, the squad next played away to Crescent in the quarter final.
That match was played in blizzard like conditions on the 4G pitch in UL, but thankfully, our Juniors again prevailed on a
scoreline of 25-14. Hard lessons have been learned by this group and they have become mentally tougher as the competition
has gone on. We now look forward with some confidence to the semi final against tournament favourites, St Munchins in
Limerick, on February 21. 

The Kidney Cup squad lost their final to CBC 11-7. In what is becoming a common theme for the year, this match was also
played in dreadful conditions. Despite being 8-0 down early on, the team showed extraordinary resilience to come back
against the elements. Indeed, the game went right to the wire and even though the last pass of the last play went to ground
when it seemed they were about to snatch victory from the jaws of defeat, theirs truly was an inspiring effort!

McCarthy Cup ‘B’ Shield Winners 2017-’18
Back row (l-r): Seán Condon, Louis Herdman, David Carroll and Conor Walsh.

Third row (l-r): Aidan Keane, Gearóid O’Sullivan, Steven Sexton, Panos Karousos, Adam Murphy, Jason Kieran, 
Dylan Costello-Ryall, Andrew O’Brien and Emmet Twomey.

Second row (l-r): Rian O’Donoghue (Vice Captain), Harry Coughlan, Evan Duane, Paul O’Halloran, Scott Sexton, 
Darren Sheehan, Will Buttimer and Mr Brian Casey (Manager)

Front row (l-r): Cillian Twomey, Matt Murphy, Cian Barry Cunningham (Captain), James Hyland and Danny Sheahan.
Missing from photo: Alex Dineen, Oscar Lee, Mr Emmet O'Halloran and Mr John Mullarkey.



McCarthy Cup Squads

Photo shows the combined McCarthy Cup ‘A’ and ‘B’ squads with their manager, Mr Brian Casey.

Photo shows (l-r) Billy Kiernan (McCarthy Cup ‘A’ Captain), Mr Brian Casey (Manager) and 
Cian Barry Cunningham (McCarthy Cup ‘B’ Captain) holding the McCarthy Cup Shield.



The Bowen Shield ended in huge disappointment for players and coaches alike.  Having come on massively during the
campaign, the highlight being a fantastic semi-final win over competition favourites, CBC, in the Semi-Final, they would
ultimately lose the final to an adventurous Crescent side.  Though starting the final well, unfortunately they lost the lead, lost
their way and were well beaten on the day.  With many of those players now involved in the Senior Cup squad, the Bowen
Shield moves into its developmental phase.  Past pupil and former Munster player, Cian Bohane, will take the players for
weekly skills, and the focus will switch to physical development, while the remaining players will also participate in a
development league. 

(l-r): Dave McCarthy, Alex Kendellen, Mark McLoughlin and Eoin Quilter.

(l-r): Dave Hyland, Billy Scannell, Jonathan Wren and Seán French.

Munster U18 Schools 2017-’18

Munster U19 2017-’18



Four sets of brothers wear the shirt with pride this year!

Action v Árd Scoil Rís in the Junior Cup Quarter Final

PBC Rugby is in the unique position this year having four sets of brothers playing with the Junior and Senior Cup squads. 
They are (l-r): John Forde (SCT), Bevan Forde (JCT), Séan McLoughlin (JCT), Mark McLoughlin (SCT), 

Liam Ormond (JCT), Tom Ormond (SCT), Darragh French (JCT) and Seán French (SCT).

PBC centre, Daniel Hurley
bursts up the touchline.

Pres captain, Sam O’Sullivan 
goes high in the lineout.

Sam O’Sullivan wins yet another lineout 
for Pres.

The Senior Cup team also began their Cup campaign against Castletroy College.  Playing a delightful brand of rugby in difficult
conditions, they won comfortably and earned a home quarter final against Árd Scoil Rís in Irish Independent Park.  That game
illustrated all that is good about Pres rugby, with the lads playing mesmerising rugby, full of pace, invention, superb running
lines and excellent support play.  It was a style that a very game Árd Scoil Rís team could not live with, the match being all
but over by half-time.  Our very best wishes go with the squad for the remainder of the Senior Cup.  They now play old rivals
CBC, in the semi-final on February 28th.  Our hope is that they can remain injury free and get the reward they richly deserve
for the extraordinary effort each and every one of them has put into PBC Rugby over the years.

It has been a great  year for a number of our rugby playing past pupils.  Without doubt, the most notable was the performance
and ultimately the selection of Peter O’Mahony as captain of the British & Irish Lions for the First Test of the tour to New
Zealand. Peter became the second Pres boy to captain the Lions, following in the footsteps of the great Tommy Kiernan.
Peter was named in Ireland’s upcoming Six Nations squad and has captained Munster to a record breaking 17th European Cup
quarter-final.  A highlight of our school year was his visit to the school with his family in September.  Peter captivated over
700 boys and staff with his humility, honesty, and humour.   We are hugely proud of Peter and all his achievements.  We’d
like to thank him for taking time to share some of those with us, and of course congratulate him on his extraordinary success!



John Poland makes his debut for Munster

Pres Rugby thanks our sponsors Newmarket Motors

Brian Scott scores his first try for Munster

John Poland Brian crashes over the Zebre line.  Hopefully the first try of many!

We’d like to congratulate Rory Scannell on winning his first full Irish Cap against the USA last June; Brian Scott played for the
Barbarians against Tonga in November; Shane Daly who has been contracted to play for the Irish Sevens as they prepare for
Olympic qualification and Jack O’Sullivan, who has been selected on the Ireland U20 squad for the U20 6 Nations.
Congratulations are also due to both Jack O’Sullivan again, and Bryan O’Connor who made their debuts for Munster ‘A’ in
this year’s B&I Cup, and to John Poland who made his first senior appearance for Munster against Zebre in the Pro 14 recently.
Thanks also to our sponsors, Newmarket Motors and Tom Murphy Menswear, for their invaluable support for Pres Rugby.

Finally, it is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of our dear friend, Dave Hyland.  A thorough gentleman, Dave
is sorely missed by all who loved, knew, worked, played and coached with him.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family
at this difficult time.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

Peter Scott
PBC Gamesmaster 

Pres Rugby are very grateful for the generous sponsorship received over many years from Newmarket Motors.
(l-r) Trevor Hughes  (VW Sales Specialist, Newmarket Motors), Billy Scannell (SCT Captain) holding the Munster Schools Senior Cup,
Mark Deane (JCT), Seán Browne (General Manager, Newmarket Motors) and Cathal Browne (SCT) holding the Br O’Reilly Cup.



Photo shows (l-r) Niall (First cap v Italy, February 2017); Billy (Ireland U18 Schools, April 2017) holding the Munster Schools Senior Cup
and Rory (First cap v USA, June 2017)

Three generations of the Bradley family have won the Munster Senior Schools Cup for Pres.  A remarkable achievement for them!
(l-r): Austin (1948), Gary (2017) and Michael (1981).

Three generations of Bradleys win the Munster Schools Senior Cup!

Three Scannell brothers play for Ireland in 2017



Pres honours one of its favourite sons Lions’ Test Captain 2017 Peter O’Mahony!

All at Pres have long delighted in seeing past pupil Peter O’Mahony, progress from being a raw outhalf in 1st Year rugby, to
winning a Senior Cup with the school in 2007, captaining Pres, Ireland Schools, U19s  and U20s, and developing into a world
class blindside flanker in a few short years.  Peter’s achievements in rugby over the past year for Munster and Ireland have
been nothing short of remarkable, in very trying circumstances, all of which culminated with his selection for the British & Irish
Lions’ tour to New Zealand during the summer of 2017. 

Not being content with merely being selected on the tour, the excellence of Peter’s performances on tour resulted in him
being named Lions’ Test captain for the First Test in Auckland, a massive honour for himself and his family.  By Peter’s own
admission, this was the ultimate rugby achievement, leading the best rugby players in these islands in taking on the world’s
leading rugby nation in their own backyard. The magnitude of this particular task could not be overstated, and the Lion’s
achievement in squaring the series against the All Blacks and Peter’s central role in that, was something we could all celebrate.

Accordingly, Pres deemed it appropriate to acknowledge
Peter’s achievement in becoming the second Pres boy, after
the great Tom Kiernan in 1968, to captain the Lions in a Test
match.  The decision was taken to invite Peter and his family
to the school on September 14th last, to receive a presentation
on behalf of the school, recognising Peter’s recent rugby
achievements.

The event itself was a whole school occasion, with all classes
and their teachers gathering in the PE Hall.  After a rapturous
welcome given to the guest of honour, Principal David Barry
presented Peter with a silver salver from the school to mark
the occasion, while Peter responded in kind by presenting the
school with his Lions jersey, which now hangs proudly in the
student entrance hall.  After the formalities were over, PBC
Gamesmaster, Peter Scott, conducted a lively and informative
Q&A, with Peter proceeding to answer a variety of questions
from the student cohort.

All in all, a very memorable occasion for the entire school
community, one which we hope will be repeated many times
in the future!

Peter meets the All Blacks’ captain Kieran Read before the First Test, with referee Jaco Peyper of South Africa looking on.

PBC Principal David Barry presents Peter with a silver salver



Peter has a few words with 1st Year Rowan MurphyOnce a Pres boy.....

Peter gives last minute instructions before the First TestThe shirt sleeve says it all!

Peter addresses the student body Peter meets his father after game against the Maori All Blacks



Amhlaoibh Porter excels for Christ’s College in Christchurch

Amhlaoibh in action for BNZ Crusaders Junior KnightsAmhlaoibh Porter

Pres past pupil, Amhlaoibh Porter is currently attending Christ’s College, Christchurch, where he is entering his final year. He
has excelled in the School’s rugby programme, playing for Christ’s College’s 1st XV as a 16 year old. This was Amhlaoibh’s first
year playing at this level, and he excelled in a fiercely contested derby match against perennial rivals, Christchurch Boys High,
helping his team to their first victory in 18 years. Dan Carter had played on the last CBHS team to lose this particular fixture.

Amhlaoibh has been starting No.6 and No 8 respectively for school and province and picked up two Man-of-the-Match awards
in 2017. Amhlaoibh also made the BNZ Crusaders Junior Knights’ Development Squad in 2017 and was selected to play for
the U18 Canterbury provincial team, a team that he is underage for again in 2018.  This coming season he will also be coached
by fellow PBC past pupil, Ronan O’Gara, who has recently joined the coaching staff of the Canterbury Crusaders, New Zealand’s
most successful side.

After he graduates from Christ’s College next December, Amhlaoibh plans to stay in New Zealand, attending the University of
Canterbury and continuing to play in the New Zealand system.

A superb catch By Amhlaoibh



1st Year
Our 1st Year team has been preparing diligently under the watchful eye of coaches, Mr Shane Twomey and Mr Paul Farrell.
Pres played the 1st Round of the Munste1st Year Cup recently against St Colmans, Midleton, which they won convincingly,
7-0.  We await their subsequent progress with interest.

U15 
Last May, we progressed to the semi-final of the Cork U15 Cup, where we played Douglas Community School in Corinthians
Park.  Douglas dominated large stretches of this match, but the resilience of the Pres boys was very apparent, allied to huge
performances from captain Daniel Squires, Gavin Marshall and James Price.  Star centre forward, Robert Geaney O’Brien,
proved to be the difference between the two sides, getting the winning goal with a clinical finish.  

U17 CORK CUP WINNERS 2017
Back row (l-r) Cian Morgan, Jack O’Sullivan, Cathal Quirke, Nicky Quinlan, Jack O’Driscoll, Sam Gallagher, Brian Lynch, 

James Falvey, Frank Horgan, Peter Hyde, David Hyde, Rian O’Flynn and Joseph Cregan 
Front row (l-r) Conor O’Neill, Briain Murphy, Douwe Van Sinderen, Seán O’Brien (manager), David Sahm (captain), 

David O’Riordan (manager), Cillian Martin, Darragh Murphy and Mark Murphy.

PBC are Cork U17 Cup winners

Captain David Sahm receives the trophy from Mr Aidan Twomey
Vice Principal of Presentation College.

A delighted PBC U17 Squad celebrate in style as they record 
a fourth Cork Cup U17 Cup in a row for Pres!  Well done lads!



In the final, we faced hot favourites, Rochestown College.  Strong defending from Gavin Marshall and Ewan Kelly, coupled
with a Man-of-the-Match performance from goalkeeper, Darragh French, kept the score level until the last 15mins.  Pres
however finished stronger, and two sublime finishes from Robert Geaney O’Brien, with assists from Nathan Goulding and Mel
Deasy respectively, ensured the Cup was on its way back to its home on the Mardyke.
Our 2017-’18 U15 Munster Cup campaign got off to a disappointing start, bowing out in Round 1 to a strong Coláiste an
Spiorad Naomh side.  We trailed 1-0 at the break.  Two quickfire goals from captain, Ethan Giltinan completely transformed
the game.  However we were caught with the ultimate sucker punch in the last minute of injury time!  We were even more
dominant in extra time, but could not force a winner, and lost out 3-1 in the subsequent penalty shootout.  The lads are
hugely determined to make up for their earlier disappointment when the Cork U15 Cup gets under way in early March.

U17
2017 began with a narrow defeat to Rochestown College in the Munster Cup.  We were all bitterly disappointed with the
result, but took a lot of positives from the game and we eagerly awaited the first round of the Cork Cup.  A hard fought win
over Bantry CS was followed by wins over Deerpark CBS and Mayfield CS, which saw us progress to the semi-final against
Douglas CS.  We played brilliantly on the day and ran out 3-1 winners, to set up a grudge match against CBC in the final.
Despite having home advantage, the CBC crowd was silenced as we stormed into a four goal lead before the break! The
result remained at 4-0 and the Cork U17 Cup was ours again!  Huge credit must go to the players, but also to our managers,
Mr David O'Riordan and Mr Seán O'Brien who have now masterminded four Cork U17 Cup victories in a row.
David Sahm

The 2017-18 Munster U17 campaign was cut short after a defeat to Fermoy at Corinthians Park.  Pres, with a very young team
showed a lot of courage.  Robert St Leger was unlucky not to score and there were impressive debuts from a number of
players, notably Daniel Squires, Gavin Marshall, Nathan Goulding and James Price. 
The Cork Cup competition begins in late February and Pres will be aiming to retain the trophy for a fifth successive year! 

Senior
A very strong PBC senior side was widely expected to contest the latter stages of the Munster Schools Cup.  However, they
went down to a shock 3-2 defeat to St Fanahan’s, Mitchelstown, in a match played in Corinthians Park. There is, however, a
steely determination within the squad to put this defeat behind them and win the Cork U19 Cup.

In closing, all in PBC Soccer wish to extend our sincere thanks to Terry Donovan and College Corinthians AFC for allowing us
to use their magnificent facilities on a regular basis.

Back row (l-r) Mel Deasy, Eoghan Dolan, Ewan Kelly, Gavin Kelleher, Tommie Murphy, Gavin Marshall, Nathan Goulding, 
Aidan McCarthy, Ethan Twomey, James Price and Daniel Hurley.

Front row (l-r): Darragh French, Jacob O’Brien, Paddy Deane, Mr Karl Sweeney (Coach), Daniel Squires (Captain), 
Mr Don Buckley (Coach), Conor Casey, Colin O’Brien and Shane Cotter.

U15 Cork Cup Winners 2016-17



Transition Year student, Gavin Marshall had a superb year playing in defence for the Cork Cup winning U15 squad. 
Normally a left full back, but also a centre back when needed, Gavin was consistency personified last season. Physically very powerful,
and a good reader of the game,he also weighed in with a very important winning goal against Crosshaven in the Cork Cup 1st round, 

a forty yard piledriver into the roof of the net.  Many congratulations, Gavin!

Gavin tops off an excellent season with the U15 Soccer Player of the Year Award!

Photo shows (l-r): Seán O’Brien (Coach), David Busher, Douwe Van Sinderen, David Sahm (U17 Captain) and David O’Riordan (Coach)

U17 Managers celebrate fourth Cork Cup title in a row!



Pres boys backbone Cork City’s maiden National U17 League Title!

Three Pres students, Brian Lynch (5A), Jack O’Sullivan (6B) who captained the side and Douwe Van Sinderen (6A), were part of the
Cork City U17 squad who won the National U17 League title for the first time last November.

U18 Interprovincial Honours for Douwe and Brian!

Pres pupils, Douwe Van Sinderen (6A) and Brian Lynch (5A), were selected on the Munster U18 Schools squad 
that played in the Schools Interprovincial Championships before Christmas.



Past pupils secure UCC Soccer Scholarships

Three former Pres students were part of the UCC Senior Soccer squad that secured a second Premier Division title in three years, 
with a thrilling victory over Cobh Wanderers at a packed Mardyke last May.  Photo shows the players (l-r) Charlie Bornemann, 

David Dalton and Rob Lynch with the Premier Division trophy and Pres teacher and former UCC player, Don Buckley.

UCC win their second MSL Premier Division title in three years!

Two former Pres pupils, Rob Lynch and David Dalton were recipients of UCC Soccer Scholarships last October.  
They are pictured with UCC Soccer Development Officer, Greg Yelverton and UCC AFC President, John McCarthy, 

and the other scholarship recipients.  Rob is in the back row, fifth from right, while David is in the front row, second from right.



Former Pres boy Alan Bennett captains Cork City to the League and Cup double!

Past pupil, Alan Bennett, capped off an outstanding year playing wise, by captaining Cork City to an historic League and FAI
Cup double. One of the team’s elder statesmen, Alan’s massive playing and leadership experience came to the fore towards
the end of the season particularly, as the team faltered slightly on the run in, after a magnificent 22 game unbeaten run from
the beginning of the season.  Their main rivals, Dundalk, pushed City hard as the season reached its climax, but aided
considerably by Alan’s calmness and composure from centre back, City finished the season very strongly by defeating Dundalk
in a penalty shootout to win the coveted League and Cup double on a magnificent day at Lansdowne Road.
A League champion, an FAI Cup winner, and all in the space of a fortnight, Alan was also crowned SSE Airtricity / SWAI Player
of the Month for October 2017.  Just to top it off, Cork City then announced a two year contract extension for Alan, that will
see him combine his playing duties with increased involvement in the club’s underage structures, as the defender is currently
on the UEFA Elite Youth ‘A’ License course.
His many fans in Pres are delighted to see Alan’s continued success, and we look forward to welcoming him back to his ‘alma
mater’ with the League Championship and FAI Cup trophies in the very near future.

To the victors the spoils!  City complete the league and cup double for a memorable season.

Alan shows off the League trophy Alan with his Player-of-the-Month Award for October



Whelan brothers perform superbly at recent Irish Open Tae Kwon Do Championships

AJ Whelan and his brother Luke with their impressive medal haul Luke (blue helmet) in the heat of battle

On the 11th and 12th November last, brothers, Luke (1B) and AJ Whelan (4D), competed in the 2017 Irish Open held in UL
Limerick.

On the Senior Day, AJ  competed in both Patterns and Sparring.  Unfortunately, he did not medal in Patterns, narrowly losing
out 3 points to 2 in his first round to an athlete who was on the Irish team for the recent World Championships.  After many
hard months of training after last seasons Dublin Open, AJ won his first round of Sparring 4-0, putting him straight into the
semi-final where he faced a current Irish international, only narrowly losing out, 3-1.  In the third place play off for a Bronze
medal, AJ beat his opponent 4-0!  A great achievement for him, as it was his first medal as a black belt! 

It was widely acknowledged that younger brother Luke, had one of the best competitions of his life on the Sunday of
competition.  In Patterns, Luke went through three tough rounds to get to the final of his group, which was split in two due
to its massive numbers competing.  One of his rounds he drew, and when he performed his pattern again, Luke  got all 5 flags
to go in his favour.  When the other group had a finalist, the two groups came together and it was two CORK ITA competitors
who fought against each other in the final.  Luke very narrowly lost 3-2 to his club mate, winning the Silver Medal.  In sparring,
AJ coached his younger brother.  Again, Luke won three fights (all by 4-0 margins) to progress  to the final.  In the final, Luke
kept his composure and won 4-0, bringing home Gold for the first time in many years.  For him, this was a massive
achievement! 

After Ireland having been crowned best overall country in October’s World Championships, any medal received at ITA events
are considered massive achievements as the standard is so high.  Taking this into account, the Whelan brothers came home
with the full set: Gold (Luke, Sparring Male 11-13 Years 146-155cm Blue belt & Red belt) Silver (Luke, Patterns Male 13 Years
Red belt) and Bronze (AJ, Sparring Male Junior black belt -62kg). 

Luke and AJ are now looking to hopefully more success when they compete in the Roma Open, to be held in the Italian capital
at the end of February. 

All at Pres congratulate them on their recent successes and extend bet wishes for the immediate future!



Pres win the Presentation Cup 2017 after many years!

(l-r) Liam Lynch, Enda Ronan holding the Presentation Team Cup and Willie O’Keeffe with the Individual Trophy

A team consisting of PBC teachers, Willie O’Keeffe, Enda Ronan and Liam Lynch, took the top team prize at the annual
Presentation Cup, held at Castlemartyr Golf Resort last May. This long running competition is played for by staff of all
Presentation primary and secondary schools in the Cork region, and this is the first time in many years that a PBC team has
emerged victorious.  There was further cause for celebration on the day when Willie O’Keeffe also won the Individual event
with a marvellous score of 42pts. Well done, lads!

PBC Golf Squad 2017-’18

PBC Golf Squad 2017-’18 (l-r): John Whyte, Kevin Collins, Mark Murphy, David Twomey and Jonathan Scannell.



Presentation College Union Golf Society
Dear member,

The society’s first outing of 2018 will be held on Good Friday March 30th 2018 in Mount Juliet Golf Club, Kilkenny. 
Tee times available for this outing are between 10.24am – 12.30pm, in groups of four.

� We are delighted to welcome both myself, Aubrey Murnaghan as our incoming President and Liam (Bunty) Ormond as our
Captain for 2018.  The committee will also consist of Peter Nolan, Paul Dinan, Denis Dudley and Aubrey Murnaghan.

� New members are very welcome, but they must have played in at least one outing (previously) to be eligible to win any 
major prizes.  Subs must also have been paid before each event.

� The annual subscription for 2018 is e30, the same as in previous years.  This can be paid by standing order or cheque, 
made payable to ‘PBC PPU Golf Society’, c/o Aubrey Murnaghan, 3 Welwyn Road, Maryborough Woods, Douglas, Cork.
on the day of your first outing played in 2018.

� Your best three scores from the three singles outings will count towards the ‘Golfer-of-the-Year’ title, with points being 
awarded at each outing, for both finishing positions and attendance. 

� If you would like to sponsor a prize for any of the outings, please contact Aubrey Murnaghan (086) 226 8244 
or any of the committee.  All sponsorship greatly appreciated.

� Please enter the above dates in your diary as this will be the only circulation by Post. 
Any changes to courses or tee-off times will only be circulated by email.

� All members wishing to book a tee-time should contact me within a month of each outing, by email 
‘aubrey.murnaghan@dell.com’ or telephone (086) 226 8244.

� There will be a Seniors (over 55’s) category for both the Captain’s and President’s Days.

Aubrey Murnaghan 
(Secretary PBC PPU Golf Society)
(086) 226 8244 

The dates of all PPU outings are as follows:

March 30th (10.24am - 12.30pm) Mount Juliet GC (John MacCarthy Memorial Silver Plate)          

April 29th (12.40am – 2.40pm)   Palmer Course, K-Club (President’s Prize - Aubrey Murnaghan)

May 30th (afternoon) Cork Golf Club (Annual PPC v CBC challenge match)

June 15th       (14.30am – 16.00pm) Cork Golf Club      (Captain’s Prize - Liam ‘Bunty’ Ormond)

October 21st (11.00am – 13.00pm) Old Head GC, Kinsale     

November TBC (2.00am - 4.00pm) Cork Golf Club (Christmas joint outing PPU v CBC, 14 hole)



Swimming Report

It was another great year for PBC swimmers.  Sadly this year, we say goodbye and a huge thank you to two of the Senior
Swimmers Cian Harley and Ross McAuliffe.  Both have been outstanding sportsmen and represented Pres with great pride.

Ross McAuliffe won a bronze medal in the 50m backstroke at the Irish Age Group Championships  (Division 1) in July.  Neddie
Irwin won a silver medal in the 1500m freestyle and a bronze medal in the 200m Backstroke at the same gala.  Later in the
year, he set a new Munster record in the 14 and under age group for the 1500m freestyle, in a time of 17.05.99, and the 200m
backstroke in a time of 2.11.04.

At the Munster Schools Gala, the PBC Junior Relay team, consisting of Paul Higgins, Seán O'Herlihy, Evan McArdle and
Michael O'Sullivan won gold in the Individual Medley relay.  In the freestyle relay, Jude Malley replaced Michael O'Sullivan
and the team secured a second gold medal.  In the individual events, Paul Higgins won gold in the 100m Fly in a time of
1.04.18 and the 100m Free in a time of 58.53secs.

As we say good-bye to Cian and Ross, we wish them well in their Leaving Certificate.  As a school community we look forward
to a new crop of swimmers and anticipate plenty of personal bests and medals on the horizon.  I would like to extend a special
thanks to Mr Diarmaid McAuliffe for his dedication and commitment to swimming in PBC for the past five years.  I must also
give a special thanks to Ms Nora Irwin. 

Finally after years service and support to swimming in PBC we said goodbye to Mr Denis Hegarty (PBC’s own Ian Thorpe).
Thank you for everything you have done for our swimmers and we all wish you the best in the future.

‘When I go out and race, I'm not trying to beat opponents, I'm trying to beat what I have done ... to beat myself, basically.
People find that hard to believe because we've had such a bias to always strive to win things.  If you win something and you
haven't put everything into it, you haven't actually achieved anything at all.  When you've had to work hard for something
and you've got the best you can out of yourself on that given day, that's where you get satisfaction from.’
Ian Thorpe
Winner of five Olympic Gold Medals for swimming

Brian Casey

Back row (l-r) (l-r) Illan Wall, Thomas Noel, Neddie Irwin, Cormac McCarthy, David Carroll, Paul Higgins and Mr Brian Casey (Coach).
Front row (l-r) John Curtin, Cian Harley, Michael O’Sullivan, Evan McCardle, David Higgins and Ross McAuliffe.



Celebrated swimmer, Ross McAuliffe takes his leave of Pres!

Throughout my time in the school, I had the opportunity to
compete for Pres in both Munster and Interprovincial Schools
Swimming Championships.  Each year the Munster Schools’
Swimming Championships are held in the University of
Limerick (UL).  This competition provides an excellent
opportunity for swimmers to qualify for Interprovincial meets
later on in the year at the National Aquatic Center (NAC)
Dublin.  It also allows new swimmers experience the sport
and race for the first time. 

I can honestly say swimming for the school was one of the
highlights of my time here.  Each year, Pres travel to
competitions with a team of approx 10-15 swimmers with
the support of Brain Casey, Denis Hegarty and Brian Clifford.
The Pres team has gone from strength to strength over the
past few years resulting in the team taking home Individual
and Relay Medals at Munster and Interprovincial
Competitions.

It’s great to see such a wealth of swimming talent coming
through the school, and I would like to wish Pres continued
success in the future.  I would also like to sincerely thank Brian
Casey, Denis Hegarty and Brian Clifford for their support
throughout my time swimming for the school.  These are
memories I’ll never forget.

Ross McAuliffe
6th Year

Photo shows PBC swimmers at the 2017 Munster Schools Swimming Championships with their coaches, Denis Hegarty and Brian Casey.

Photo shows (l-r) Brian Casey, Ross McAuliffe and Denis Hegarty



A very young and comparatively inexperienced Pres squad put in a series of gutsy performances to reach the final of the
Munster Schools T20 Trophy last May.  Good wins over Midleton College and Bandon Grammar and a loss versus Cork
Combined Schools meant that Pres had to get a win over old rivals CBC, to have a chance of retaining a trophy they had won
for the previous two years.  The much anticipated clash with Christians fell foul of the weather, meaning that Pres progressed
to the final without facing a ball.  A powerful Cork Combined Schools squad awaited them there, with Pres well aware of the
huge challenge ahead, having had a couple of very tight encounters with the Combined side previously.

The final was played in glorious conditions at the Mardyke on 24th May last.  Pres had to line out without influential captain
and all rounder Brian Kelleher, due to injury.  His replacement as captain, Diarmuid Carey, won the toss and put Cork Combined
into bat.  A fine Hamza Idrees delivery in the first over had Cork Combined captain, caught by Diarmuid Carey, gave Pres a
promising start, and this was added to in the 5th over, with the dismissal of Ireland international, Senan Jones, lbw off the
bowling of Diarmuid Carey for 25.  However, these early successes were not capitalised upon and Combined batsmen, Isaac
Whittaker (65) and Matt Brewster (55 not out) meant that Pres had to chase a big total of 174 for the win.

The loss in the 2nd over of captain, Diarmuid Carey, out for 1 run, was a huge setback, and other Pres wickets quickly followed,
in an attempt to overhaul the large Combined total.  By the 11th over, Pres were 50/4, but the run out of Max Egan in the
very next over put paid to any hopes Pres had of retaining their crown, and they were eventually bowled out for 81 in the
19th over, Cork Combined Schools prevailing by a margin of 92 runs.  A disappointing end to the season, but also recognition
that the experience will bring on the young Pres squad no end.

A big thank you also to Cork County Cricket Club, whose help and cooperation in providing their excellent facilities on a
regular basis is very much appreciated.

Preparations are now well underway for the upcoming outdoor season, with indoor training taking place in the PE hall every
Friday.  The upcoming T20 Trophy draw will be awaited with interest, with the competition beginning after the Easter holidays. 
In closing, PBC Cricket wishes to acknowledge the contributions of teacher /coach Ross Durrity, and 4th Year student, Diarmuid
Carey, for their immense contribution to the success of PBC Cricket in the past few years.  Both have moved on to pastures
new, but they leave with our thanks and very best wishes for the future!

Don Buckley
PBC Cricket Co-ordinator

Back row (l-r): Ross Durrity coach, Ashiq Rahman, Hamza Idrees, Robert O’Brien, 
Farzaan Zulquernain and Don Buckley, PBC Cricket co-ordinator

Front row (l-r): Ríoghan O’Sullivan, Masroor Salam, Max Egan, Diarmuid Carey captain, 
Patrick Campbell, Arbaz Khan and Daud Idrees.

Cricket Report
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1984 6th Class Pres Primary

Back row (l-r): Stuart Dorney, Timothy Mulhall, Gareth Johnson, Roy Naughton, Peter Dowdall, Darren Sexton, 
Damien Byrne, Emmett Waldron, Peter McGowan and David Harley.

Middle row (l-r): Br Roy Lassalle. Olan Kelleher, Ivan McGowan, Finian Casey, Gavin O’Donnell, Hugh Farrelly, 
Ronan Nangle, Conor O’Halloran, Jonathan Grey, David O’Mahony, Chris Casey, Jonathan Barriscale and Rory Galvin.

Front row (l-r): Darragh Whelan (RIP), Brian Buckley, John Kenefick, Derek O’Driscoll, Dermot O’Connell, Humphrey Dinan, 
Richard Barrett, Raymond Desmond, John Tangney, Conor O’Keeffe, Denis Hurley and Kieran Flanagan.
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WE ARE LIVING in a world filled with problems, with those
who do not accept others who are different, thus creating
barriers.  Jesus consistently challenges us in the Gospel to
eliminate unhealthy attitudes, and Pope Francis has
electrified the whole world by saying ‘Everyone is entitled to
be treated with dignity’.

He reminds us to reach out to the whole world, to break down
barriers and have love and gratitude in our lives.  This year we
are celebrating the Family and where better to express our
gratitude than to our loved ones.

In ‘Amoris Laetitia’ he reminds us that Jesus himself was born
into a modest family that soon had to flee to a foreign land.
He visits homes where people were sick and brought comfort
to them.  He hears the distress of the bereaved and brings
empathy and sympathy.  He reaches out to those on the
margins of society, because He knows the anxieties and
tensions experiences by each of us and He is always
sensitive to the needs of those around him.

Gratitude is something of which none of us can give too much
of.  It makes us more human and understanding.

Gratitude


