
PresGazette
Summer 2016 The Newsletter of Presentation Brothers College, Cork

HeadBoyRobertMurphy receives the tricolour
during 1916Commemoration celebrations
HeadBoyRobertMurphy receives the tricolour
during 1916Commemoration celebrations



Report by Principal Ken Whyte

As the academic year draws to a close, we say a fond farewell
to the Leaving Certificate Class of 2016.

At their Graduation Mass, each received a Past Pupil tie from
Bryan Hyland, Vice-President of the PPU, to signify that they
are now part of the wider ‘Pres’ family and will be known for
the rest of their lives as ‘Old Boys’.

Their six year journey with PBC was much commented upon,
especially their work rate and commitment to the College.
We were delighted to see so many parents, grandparents and
other family members in the Sacred Heart Church to help with
the celebration.

We wish them a happy and successful life, confident that the
values they bring with them from Pres will always stand to
them.

This year also marks the retirement of Damien Philpott and
Carmel Murphy. I would like to thank them both on behalf
of the school, its parents, students and old boys for their
many years of faithful service to the College.

This end of year edition of the Pres Gazette covers the whole
spectrum of activities undertaken by our students within the
College; academic, sporting, social responsibility and extra-
curricular. We thank all our students for their individual and
team efforts and the great credit they bring to Pres.

In particular I wish to acknowledge the whole school
community’s superb participation in the recent 1916
Commemoration, an event covered elsewhere in these pages.
A true team effort that went off very successfully and received
much positive comment from inside and outside the College.

The continued academic success of our past and present
students never ceases to amaze and these are also chronicled
in subsequent pages. The retention of the Munster Schools
Senior Soccer Cup and the journey of the squad to their
maiden All-Ireland Final is also worthy of serious recognition,
while the success of our sailing team in the International
Schools Sailing Regatta in Schull over the Easter break
brought even more kudos to the College.

The preparation of the Pres Gazette requires much work. I
would like to thank Don Buckley for putting all the various
articles together, organising the photography and getting the
Gazette printed; to Nora Walsh for the many photographs
she takes throughout the year and also our graphic designer,
Charlie Neville.

Finally, I wish all our students, staff and their families a happy
and relaxed summer and look forward to everyone’s return
in the autumn.

Ken Whyte
Ken Whyte
Principal
May 2016

Cover photo shows PBC past pupil, Lieutenant Commander
Neil Manning, Irish Naval Service, presenting Robert Murphy,
Head Boy 2016, with the tricolour at the recent PBC 1916
Commemorations.



Head Boy and Deputy Head Boy 2016

SAP Scholarships awarded to Jack O’Mahony and Martin Keohane

6th Year students, Jack O’Mahony and Martin Keohane, have won prestigious SAP scholarships to study Business and
Information Systems at DHBW University, located in Mannheim, Germany. Their course will begin in late August, and will
involve three month rotations between their university studies and work placement in SAP over a three year period. They
follow in the footsteps of past pupils, Tim Clifford and Max Skuse, who were the recipients of similar scholarships this time
last year. All at Pres are very proud of Jack and Martin’s achievements and we wish them every success in their future studies!

Robert Murphy, Head Boy 2016, with Fiachra Kelleher, Deputy Head Boy



Sam Browne awarded the title of Trinity Scholar

Pres graduates receive Business and Law Scholarships from UCC

Past pupil, Sam Browne (Class of 2014) was recently awarded the title of College Scholar at Trinity College, Dublin. Sam
received his scholarship for his performance in the History and Political Science exams held in January. The Scholarship lasts
for five years and is valued at circa e70,000. Some of the benefits include the waiving of tuition and registration fees for
both undergraduate and postgraduate studies in Trinity, and free accommodation for the duration of his studies at Trinity
College. Former recipients of this prestigious award include Nobel Prize winners Samuel Beckett and Ernest Walton; the
Oscar nominated film director Lenny Abrahamson; Irish politicians such as Mary Robinson, Conor Cruise O'Brien and Brian
Lenihan; playwright, novelist, essayist and poet Oscar Wilde and Game of Thrones actor Jack Gleeson.

Photo shows (l-r) Mr William O'Keeffe, Dan O'Mahony, Cathal Walsh, Daire O'Herlihy, Ronan Fenn and William Buckley.
These five PBC graduates from the Class of 2015 were recently awarded UCC Business and Law Scholarships. They are pictured
with their Business teacher in Pres, William O'Keeffe. We wish the lads every success in their studies in UCC.



Junior Certificate 2015 Awards

PBC Principal Ken Whyte presents Adam Hallissey with a gold medal in recognition of his having received the best overall
grades in the College in the 2015 Junior Certificate Examination. Also highly commended were Conor O'Donovan and Patrick
Henry. Photo shows (l-r) Conor O'Donovan, Adam Hallissey, Principal Ken Whyte and Patrick Henry.

John Ryan-Purcell receives best Leaving Certificate results for Physics in Cork!

Heartiest congratulations to John Ryan-Purcell (Class of 2015) for his outstanding achievement in scoring the highest grade
for Physics in Cork City and County in last year’s Leaving Certificate examinations. Gold medals were presented by the
Deputy Lord Mayor of Cork, Councillor Michael Nugent, on Friday last, May 6th, at the Blackrock Castle Observatory to
acknowledge and honour the successful students. John’s hard work is a great credit to his school, parents, family and Physics
teacher in Pres, Mr Ian Lehane. John was also recently awarded the Junior Freshman Physics Scholarship from the School of
Physics in Trinity College, Dublin. Yet another magnificent achievement. Congratulations again John – very well done!
Pictured at Blackrock Castle Observatory are (l-r) Award winner, John Ryan-Purcell, Deputy Lord Mayor of Cork, Councillor
Michael Nugent and Ian Lehane (Physics Teacher, PBC).



PresLink 2015 / 2016

In the second half of the ten year anniversary of PresLink, we continued to raise funds and held two major fundraising events,
both of which have been major successes. A big thank you to the School Community for your support and encouragement
and all money collected will go towards the PresLink projects in Ghana.

The first event was a FIFA tournament, and the winners Luke Tarbatt and Jack Kiely were proudly awarded with a trophy
each. The second event was a school quiz with lots of prizes on offer.

The quiz winners were Class 1A Louis McKenna, Matt Moroney, Luke O’Keeffe and Paddy Deane with 50 marks; Class 2A
Ben Olden, Ian O’Keeffe, Brian Whooley and Cormac McCarthy with 53 marks; Class 4A David Higgins, Harry Scannell,
Harry O’Brien and Adam O’Callaghan with 65 marks, and finally Class 6B Alex O’Carroll, Ken Greally, Miah Rohan and Shane
McCarthy. Well done to all the winning teams!

Being involved in PresLink this year has been a brilliant experience for all of us on the Committee and we developed many
valuable skills through it. It has also made us more aware to look beyond our own needs in life, and has personally influenced
me and many others to run for SHARE next year.

We would like to thank Ms Aelín O’Donoghue, Ms Sharon Gillane, Mr Enda O’Regan and Theresa for all their encouragement
and contributions throughout the past year.

Lastly, we invite the current Third Years to contact one of the staff members mentioned above to be part of PresLink next year.
We highly recommend you getting involved!

Mark McCarthy
PresLink Committee

Photo shows back row (l-r) Mark Ryan-Purcell, Barry O’Connell, Billy Scannell, Daragh O’Callaghan, Paul Ryan, Br Martin Kenneally,
Hugh Fitzgerald, David Higgins and Dathal Kent

Front row (l-r) Fionn Keohane, Michael Sherwin, Davie Scott and Richard Cullinane



Sixth Year Pres students placed fourth in Pfizer Chemistry Quiz

It is amazing what has been achieved over ten years by students in Presentation College, Cork - operating as PresLink - on
behalf of the Presentation Brothers' schools in Africa. I write to sincerely thank you, the members of staff who are involved,
and all who were members of PresLink since it began.
You have reached out to your brothers and sisters who are less fortunate with love and compassion. As a result of your efforts
many students in Ghana and Nigeria have better facilities in the Presentation schools they attend. They have cooked meals
provided for them in school. More significantly, they know that you care and you want the best for them.
What you have done, and continue to do, goes way beyond providing extra resources. Your actions come from the conviction
that we all share God's creation. For us, Presentation Brothers, it is why we call ourselves brothers; to remind us that we are
all brothers and sisters in God's family. Your great work promotes human solidarity, appreciation of the resources that we
share and peace in the world.
Be conscious of the enduring value of your endeavours.

Yours sincerely,
Br Andrew Hickey
Province Leader, Presentation Brothers, Glasthule, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

A letter of thanks to the Executive Committee of PresLink

Photo shows (l-r) Ms Marion Carey (Chemistry Teacher), John Fehily, Brian Casey, Alex O'Carroll and Daniel O'Dwyer.

The Sixth Year students pictured above were placed 4th at the recent Pfizer Chemistry Quiz held over the May weekend. Just
two points separated the top four teams in the competition, a great indicator of a very high standard of answering. Well done
to the lads and Ms Carey for their commitment.



Fiachra Kelleher is the 2016 Senior Gold Medal Essay Winner

Fiachra Kelleher being presented with the Senior Gold Medal by PBC Vice Principal Mr Aiden Twomey
The title for the Gold Medal essay competition this year was ‘Romantic Ireland’s bled and done’. This is a play on a famous line
fromWB Yeat’s poem September 1913, in which he criticises the Irish people for losing sight of Celtic Ireland’s rich literary history
and their acceptance of colonialism and materialism. I wrote about how cynicism tends to triumph over romanticism in modern
society and how many people seem to feel that Romantic Ireland is dead and gone. However, despite the fact that we now
live in a much more pragmatic age than when we were considered the Isle of Saints and Scholars, there is still a rich literary
tradition in Ireland and I think that people by their nature will always be idealists and romantics. Fiachra Kelleher

Mark O’Connor wins the Junior Gold Medal Essay 2016

Mr Michéal Jones and Mark O’Connor
I would like to thank Mr Michéal Jones and my fellow competitors for organising the annual Junior Gold Medal Essay
competition again this year. It is a great honour to have won this prestigious award out of a total of thirty-eight entrants. The
competition was entitled ‘What we have learned from the heroes of 1916’. I was awarded the Junior Gold medal and a very
useful e50 voucher for winning the event. I would also like to take this opportunity to encourage next year’s Junior Cycle
students to participate in this very worthwhile competition. Mark O’Connor (Third Year)



Pres Second Years win Lego Robotics NXT Competition in CIT

Jamie McNulty participates in the 2016 Scifest at CIT

Photo shows (l-r) Dr Lynda Meiklejohn (teacher), Masroor Salam, Jamie McNulty and Ibrahim Salih
After an epic three-hour battle, Pres won Munster’s ultimate schools robot competition. The CEIA Schools Robot Competition
took place in CIT and challenged students in teams of four to programme their robots to conquer tasks such as maze
navigation, line following, and multi-task robotics using ultrasonic, touch, light and colour sensors. Congratulations to all!

Jamie McNulty (Class 2E) participated in the 2016 Scifest held at CIT this April. Jamie's project investigated the development of hydrophobic
properties of different surfaces, inspired by rain on his glasses, and attracted a large amount of interest at the exhibition.



Peer Mentoring- A Leaving Cert Student Experience

Back row (l-r) Tony O’Donoghue, Robert Murphy, Fiachra Kelleher, Paul Crowley, Ms Claire Lynch, Bryan Foley, Conor O’Flynn,
Andrew McCarthy and Martin Keohane

Front row (l-r) Ronan Dennehy, Eoin O’Shea, Mark Merriman, Evan O’Brien, Michael Healy, Brian O’Mahony, James O’Connor,
Jack O’Shea and Niall O’Brien

Peer mentoring is a central part of anyone’s experience in Pres. Everyone still remembers the afternoons we spent with our
mentors in First Year. They helped educate us on how to get educated, reassured us that everything was as exactly as
challenging as it was supposed to be, and most importantly helped us to feel at home in school.

The most important aspect of the process for us was that the First Years feel safe in the school. We decided the best way to
go about this was to chat about hobbies, important events in the school calendar, and any problems or difficulties anyone had.
We also discussed issues such as Christmas tests, homework and lockers so that everyone would be up to speed as soon as
possible with the day-to-day aspects of being a student in Pres.

Now that we’re almost finished Sixth Year and our time in Pres, it’s been a fantastic experience to give back what we got as
First Years. Hopefully the First Years we had the pleasure of talking to over the past few months have benefitted from peer
mentoring as much as we did when we were their age. Peer mentoring has been an honour and a privilege of course, but it’s
also been a lot of fun!
Paul Crowley and Fiachra Kelleher (6th Year)



5th Year Peer Mentoring

Back row (l-r) Peter Slyvester, Pierre Mathieu, Mark Cunningham, Ben Carroll, Ms Claire Lynch, Jack O’Donovan, Jack Madden,
Conor Sexton and Patrick Kennelly

Front row (l-r) Alan O’Keeffe, Harry Dillion, Criofan Guilfoyle, Eoin Tuohy, Gary Bradley, Ross Howell,
Brian Mulcahy and Thomas O’Connor

Coming in as innocent First Years to Pres in 2011, we were privileged enough to be one of the first year groups to have Peer
Mentors.

It’s only in hindsight that we appreciate the difference they made in helping us transition from primary school boys to
secondary school students and now, nearly five years later, we’re lucky enough to have the chance to have the same impact
on next year’s First Years.

The objective of the mentoring programme is to facilitate the transition from primary to secondary school, to make the
incumbent First Year student feel part of the school community. In short, the role of the peer mentor is to use initiative and
individuality to respond to the needs of their fellow students in a welcoming and practical way.

We know from our early days in the school how daunting the transition from the somewhat closeted approach of the primary
school to the daily challenges of secondary school life can prove. There are days that things seem overwhelming, and at times
insurmountable, and the peer mentor will be the ‘friendly face’ to call on to meet those initial challenges.

While the main emphasis of the mentor is to guide and support, we also view it as an opportunity for us as peer mentors to
grow an awareness of ourselves as role models, and see the opportunity of being a peer mentor as increasing our level of
responsibility and self-evaluation.

That’s why it is such an honour to be nominated to be a Peer Mentor for the coming year and welcome the new faces to their
new unfamiliar school. Therefore we’re relishing the prospect of being one of many peer mentor groups to greet first-hand
another year of newcomers to Pres.

Eoin Tuohy and Thomas O’Connor
5th Year Peer Mentor Group



Debating goes from strength to strength in Pres

In the last year Debating in the school has improved incredibly, largely because we had a very good committee that worked
well together. My goal as chairman this year was to improve the society as much as possible. I have to thank the committee
- Mark O’Gorman, Hugh Fitzgerald, Tony Cusack and Tadhg Cowhig for all their hard work over the past year. My role in
the society was mostly in the background so it gave me plenty of opportunities to oversee what was going on.

In Senior Debating we had a multiple of achievements, especially in the Model United Nations held in Cork City Hall in January,
where Hugh Fitzgerald picked up a pair of Best Delegate awards, and also in the European Youth Parliament Competitions
organised by CIT. We now have two students James MacSweeney and Adam Hallissey going forward to Manchester during
the summer for the finals of the Science Parliament.

We are a much improved society and I am very proud and thankful to everyone on the committee for this. I must also thank
Ms Annette Barry and Mr Ronan O’Mahony for all that they have done to help us. I also want to thank the team of Senior
debaters who turned up every Friday to help run and adjudicate the Junior Debaters. As a result, I am very happy with how
the past year has progressed, and as outgoing chairman, can I wish good luck to next year’s Co-Chairs, Hugh Fitzgerald and
Mark O’Gorman.

Cian Harley
Chairman
Pres Debating Society

Back row (l-r) Michael Duffy, Joe Costigan, Tadhg Cowhig, Cian Harley, Daire O’Gorman and Hugh Fitzgerald
Middle row (l-r) Ronan O’Mahony, Adam Hallissey, Jaime McNulty, Masroor Salam, Toby Quigley, Séamus Ó’Riain,

Matthew Novarro and Ms Annette Barry
Front row (l-r) Daniel Rea, Conor Dorgan, Cian Barry Cunningham, Conor Duggan, Cian Smith, Aidan Wolfe and Ntokozo Mkwananzi



Junior Mace Debating Competition – Loreto College Dublin, April 2016

Michael Duffy, Joe Costigan, AidanWolfe, Toby Quigley, Cian Smyth, James McCarthy all travelled to Loreto College, Stephens
Green, Dublin. Mr Hegarty accompanied them on the trip. There was a training session where they learnt to brainstorm a
motion and come up with ideas. There were three rounds of debates, with a break for pizza and soft drinks in between.
There was time also to meet debaters from other schools from around the country. It was a great day out and Michael Duffy
from Second Year won Best Overall Speaker. Well done all!
Joe Costigan, Michael Duffy, Toby Quigley

Junior Debating Society Report
In the Debating society every Friday afternoon we write speeches and present information for each others benefit.
James McCarthy, First Year

Pres Junior debating Society gives young students opportunities to learn the talent to get people’s attention on the main issues
being discussed in the wider community. In our weekly meeting, we have two sides to every motion. Some motions are simple
to discuss and others you learn about because, you have to research and also listen to the other speakers talk about the
motion. Conor Duggan, First Year

A few weeks ago, I joined the Debating Society. I was not sure what to expect, but I was told what to do and got to know
the basics of Debating after the first day. Debating Society meets every Friday after school from 3.15pm-4.30pm. Aidan
Wolfe, First Year

I joined Pres Debating in September, and so far it has been very enjoyable. I have been to one Debating Competition thus
far, and it was extremely entertaining and a great experience overall. The Debating Society meets every Friday and is run by
the Senior students every week. I count the days until there is a meeting once again.
Jimmy Coughlan First Year

From my personal experience in debating, I have learnt so much about the English language. I love the meetings where we
learn about politics and other interesting relevant subjects. This broadens everyone’s interest. I hope more students will join
the fun competitions.
Seamus Ó Rian, Second Year

Ms Annette Barry with one of the Pres teams who participated in the Junior Mace Debating Competition in Dublin,
Joe Costigan and Michael Duffy. Michael had the honour of being voted Best Overall Speaker on the day.



Pres shows racism the red card!

A group of First Year students who travelled to the Aviva Stadium on 11th May
for the National Show Racism The Red Card Art Competition Showcase

In a collaboration between the CSPE and Art Departments this term, all First Year classes explored issues relating to racism in
sport and society, culminating in individual and group entries in the national ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ Art competition.

In CSPE class, students learned about the history and prevalence of racism, its characteristics and effects on victims, and how
to recognise and challenge the behaviour with a view to creating a more tolerant and inclusive Ireland - ‘Start by accepting
everyone in your region / And then we can turn Ireland into a racist free legion.’

In Art class, students worked in groups, developing ideas and producing work in various mediums including posters, raps, stop
motion video recordings and powerpoint presentations.

On May 11th, a group of competition entrants travelled to the Aviva Stadium for the national showcase of competition
entries, hearing presentations from notable personalities and making their own contribution to proceedings with an excellent
performance of their rap entry from Patrick Campbell and Caomhán Budhlaeir.

Congratulations and thanks to all participants for their enthusiastic involvement in the initiative, with special thanks also due
to Ms Nora Walsh for facilitating the collaboration and to Mr Eanna O’Loingsigh for his tireless contribution to the Rhythm
and Poetry entries.

Karl Sweeney
CSPE Teacher



Second Year CSPE students promote Fairtrade

Students from Class 2E launching Fairtrade Fortnight

Fairtrade Fortnight is an annual promotional campaign that occurs during the first two weeks of March every year. Organised
by the Fairtrade Foundation to increase awareness of Fairtrade products, it utilises volunteers who support the goals of
Fairtrade, but also may be committed to the more general concepts of development and ethical trading.

By completing a Fairtrade module in class, we learned a lot about the movement including;
• Fairtrade products are socially and economically fair and environmentally responsible and
• Workers and farmers receive an additional sum of money called the Fairtrade premium which goes into a communal fund
to be used as they see fit to improve their social, economic and environmental conditions, eg building schools and hospitals
in the local area.

Three 2nd Year CSPE classes (2A, 2C and 2E) participated in a Fairtrade Fortnight campaign organised by Mr Karl Sweeney
by embracing the challenge of collecting as many Fairtrade products as possible in a week, to create a promotional poster
supporting and raising awareness of Fairtrade.

Congratulations to Class 2E whose poster was the competition winner and who received more Fairtrade chocolate and bananas
as their prize!

Hamza Idrees
(Class 2E)



Maths Matters

Photo shows (l-r) Alex O’Carroll, Tim Peters, Ms Janet Cotter, Shane McCarthy and Michael Shinkwin

Team Math Final
Having won this year’s Regional Team Maths Competition in January, our team consisting of Shane McCarthy, Alex O’Carroll,
Timothy Peters and Michael Shinkwin took part in the National Final in NUI Galway on Saturday 5th March. Nine teams of
the top placed Regional contestants competed in this fiercely contested National Final. Here, like in the later Applied Maths
Final, luck wasn’t with us on the day. We were nevertheless very satisfied with our performance, finishing in fourth place (with
the third highest score).

We would like to sincerely thank Ms Janet Cotter for all the help she gave us in preparing for this Maths Final.

Applied Maths Team Quiz - Regional and National Final
Pres had an excellent performance in this year’s Southern Regional Team Quiz last March. This table quiz is based on the
Leaving Cert Higher Level Applied Maths course, and was organised by the Irish Applied Maths Teachers’ Association. Each
team comprised of two Sixth Year students and one Fifth Year student. 32 teams took part in the competition, 4 of which were
from Pres.

We finished in 1st, 2nd and joint 4th place! The winning team comprised of Alex O'Carroll, Timothy Peters and Reggie
Kavanagh; with Shane McCarthy, Michael Shinkwin and Tony Cusack in second place, and the teams of Miah Rohan, Harry
Shanahan and Paul Kennedy, and Brian Casey, Daíre O'Gorman and Daniel Gallagher in joint fourth place.

The top two teams progressed to the National Final, held in Portlaoise on Saturday 12th March. Eleven teams from across the
country took part, with Pres being the only school to have two teams participating. Sadly luck did not favour us on the day,
but despite that, we were very happy with our performance coming joint second and third. The team comprising of Shane
McCarthy, Michael Shinkwin and Tony Cusack finished second, only one point behind the winners (with each question being
worth 2 points), and the team comprising of Alex O'Carroll, Timothy Peters and Reggie Kavanagh, finishing only one point
behind them in third.

We would like to sincerely thank Ms Janet Cotter for her enormous help preparing us so well for both these quizzes.
Shane McCarthy and Timothy Peters



Applied Maths Team win the Southern Region Applied Maths Quiz

Photo shows (l-r) Ms Janet Cotter, Tim Peters, Reggie Kavanagh and Alex O’Carroll who won the

Southern Region Applied Maths Team Quiz in March and were placed third in the National Final, one point behind their Pres colleagues.

PBC Applied Maths team are runners-up in National Quiz Final

Photo shows (l-r) Ms Janet Cotter, Shane McCathy, Tony Cusack and Michael Shinkwin who finished runners-up in the Southern Region
Applied Maths Quiz and were second in the National Final one point behind the eventual winners.



Junior πMaths Quiz Winners

Ski Tour to Sierra Nevada, Easter 2016

Photo shows (l-r) Conor O’Neill, Mr Hugh O’Brien, Diarmuid Carey, Eoin Nation and Kevin Jansson
Last April, a Pres team comprising of Third Year students Kevin Jansson, Conor O’Neill, Eoin Nation and myself competed in
the annual Junior Pi Maths Quiz. The Quiz was organised by the Cork Branch of the Irish Maths Teachers Assoc. We finished
in fourth place out of 20 teams in total, narrowly missing out on third place by one point! We would like to thank all our
teachers for their support and the preparatory classes during the weeks leading up to the event. Special thanks to Ms Siobhán
McGrath, Mr Seán O’Brien and Mr Hugh O'Brien. Diarmuid Carey (3rd Year)

This Easter, Ms Marion Carey and Mr Enda O’Regan organised the annual 5th Year Ski Trip to Sierra Nevada, Spain. With help
from Mr Peter Scott and Mr Hugh O’Brien, they organised a brilliant trip for 40 students. There was a wide spectrum of skiing
ability on the slopes, ranging from seasoned experts to sceptical beginners. We were blessed with perfect weather conditions.
As the week went on, we all grew in confidence on the slopes, which inevitably left the most confident, but certainly not the
most talented, battered and bruised. Apart from one or two minor injuries, the vast majority returned home relatively unscathed,
save for a couple of dodgy haircuts and stinging sunburns! Our last day was Easter Sunday and before our flight we got the
chance to stop off in the city of Granada, where there was a ‘unique’ Easter procession. It was the perfect way to end a
holiday that won’t ever be forgotten. Thomas O’Connor, Fifth Year



Transition Year Lifesaving

Photo shows TY students practising their CPR skills

Photo shows (l-r) Enda O’Regan and Marion Carey with the Neville Ferguson Trophy

I began the Lifesaving Programme in PBC in 1994 with the introduction of Transition Year to the College. It is now well
established and takes two of us to co-ordinate the programme, Enda O’Regan and I. All TY students now complete their ‘Life
Support’ award and approximately 40-50 students receive their ‘Survive & Save’ awards each year.
Last year I received the ’Bar to Service’ medal from the Royal Lifesaving Society in recognition of valuable services rendered to
the society over twenty years. This was a great honour, but one that was only facilitated by the diligence of the students
working hard on their awards each year. This year, PBC were awarded two trophies at the AGM of the Irish Branch of the
RLSS - ‘Jon McKenna Trophy for the highest number of ‘Survive & Save’ Awards and the ‘Neville Ferguson Trophy’ for the
highest number of lifesaving awards overall in the country.
We are very proud of these achievements and well done to all the students in TY last year who contributed to this success!
Marion Carey, TY Coordinator



Juno and the Paycock

The entire cast of Juno and the Paycock with the play’s director, past pupil James Brown,
pictured at the gala evening performance on the Saturday night

‘Mr Bentham’ aka Hugh Fitzgerald and
Mary Boyle aka Liadán Ní Chadhla

‘Joxer Daly’ aka Jack Madden

‘Jerry Divine / Needle Nugent’ aka Ben Mulcahy ‘Captain Boyle’ aka James McSweeney



Dramatic Society – Juno and the Paycock

To mark the 10th anniversary of the 2006 revival of the Presentation College Dramatic Society under Mr Kieran Ahern, there
was no better way to acknowledge this milestone than a production of Juno and the Paycock, Seán O’Casey’s powerful tragi-
comedy set in Civil War-ridden Dublin. We were most fortunate to have past-pupil and current professional actor, James
Browne, on board with us as our director. His expertise would prove to be a most vital component in getting this production
off the ground and turning it into the success it proved to be.

Such a huge undertaking is not an easy task and does not happen overnight. The whole painstaking process of auditioning,
re-auditioning and casting began last September, requiring a committed group of actors and backstage team drawn from our
Third, Fourth and Fifth Year students to dedicate their Wednesday afternoons and Saturdays during the short, cold days of
winter to learning lines, continuous rehearsals and set-building, to be ready for show time in February.

As always, we were most fortunate to be able to rely on the girls of Mount Mercy College, Model Farm Road, and also, for
the first time this year, Coláiste Choilm Ballincollig, to provide for the numerous female roles that occur in this particular play.
The girls brought a new dynamic and added dimension to this production, as we sought to remain as faithful as possible to
O’Casey’s original text.

In what seemed like no time at all, February 1st arrived, and with it, the first day of a week-long run of matinée performances
for our own students and the students of Mount Mercy College. The hard work of all involved came to fruition, with
O’Casey’s characters brought to life in vivid fashion before our eyes. Night-time performances followed for the parents,
family members, friends and teachers of those involved, culminating with a supreme performance on the night of Saturday
February 6th, and all acknowledged with standing ovations!

The Dramatic Society is indebted to Principal Ken Whyte and Deputy Principal Aiden Twomey for their unwavering support
in facilitating such a demanding project, and also to the teachers and staff of Pres and the families of those involved for their
support and encouragement. Finally, the last word must go the wonderful group of actors and backstage staff themselves
who spent the time to bring the production to its successful completion. Potential future Oscar winners, perhaps? Mol an
óige agus tiocfaidh sí, gan amhras! Our students have certainly lived up to the ideals and professionalism of the Dramatics
Society. We look forward to the flame of enthusiasm and creativity continuing to burn brightly in next year’s production.
Ronan O’Mahony

Juno and the Paycock – Cast and Crew:
Captain Boyle …………………………………….....…………….....……………..............................………………………… James McSweeney
Juno Boyle ……………………………………..................………………...........………..................……………………..........…… Nora Hayes
Johnny Boyle …………………………..................……………….........…………………..................………………..………… Simon Merriman
Mary Boyle ……………………..................………………...........………………………..................……………........…………… Liadan Ní Chadhla
Joxer Daly …………………………..................………………............…………………..................…………………...........……… Jack Madden
Maisie Madigan ……………………………………....………..................………………................……………………… Caoimhe Long
Mrs. Tancred / Second Irregular …………………..................…....………………………… Gráinne O’Mahony
Mr. Bentham / First Irregular ………………………..................……….…………..……………… Hugh Fitzgerald
Jerry Divine / Needle Nugent …………………………..................……………………………… Ben Mulcahy
Furniture Removal Man ………………………………………..................……….......……..........………… Conor Perry

Director ……………………………………..................………………………..................……………….................................………… James Browne
Stage Manager …………………………………………..................………………......…..................……………………… Billy Duane
Sound ……………………………………..................……………..................……………….................………………........................…… Richard Cullinane
Lighting / Set Building …………………..................…………......…….....................………………………… John Murphy
Front of House …………………………………..................……………….......…………..................…....………………… Jack Wrixon, Mike Varnam
Props / Set Building / Cues / Backstage …………………..................…….… Adam Holmes, Seán Ahern, Jack Ahern, Louis Maguire and Conor Perry



The Art Club was originally established three years ago in order to provide the opportunity for students who have an interest
in art to help develop skills in Art, Craft and Design. In recent years, Art Club has been availed of exclusively by students from
the Junior end of the school. Art Club runs from September to May, but goes into overdrive during the end of year
examinations. The aim of Art Club is to provide a wide range of experiences in as many artistic media as possible, and to
discover and cater to the needs and interests of the students who join, while also giving extra support to all students who are
completing their Junior projects throughout the year.

Photo shows (l-r) Scott Keating, Daniel Ghori, Jonathan Sweeney, Mel Holohan, Ronan O’Boyle and Ciarán Gleeson.

Art Club flourishes in Pres

Daniel Ghori’s artwork

Poster by Ciarán GleesonAbstract art by Conor Galvin



Photo shows Art Club students hard at work

(l-r) Harry Moloney, Conor Dorgan, Jamie O’Callaghan, Liam Rooke, Séamus Ó’Riain, David McCarthy and Ciarán Gleeson.

Art Club, a weekly club, takes place in the Junior Art Room from 3.15pm - 4.30pm on Tuesdays. There’s a social element to
it, where students can interact in an informal, relaxed atmosphere, while pursuing a shared interest. The first few weeks of
any year are devoted to drawing and painting, thereafter various crafts are introduced eg pottery, embroidery, mask-making,
printmaking or any craft that a student might suggest, provided it’s practical and within the resources and time available.
Brian Casey
Art Teacher



1916 Commemoration

Eleanor Walsh, Head Boy Robert Murphy, First Year Cian Healy, Air Corp Cadet Colm Keena, Lt Com Neil Manning, Irish Naval Service,
Michael Martin TD, Ms Deirdre O’Keeffe PBC, Mr Brian Shanahan PBC Board of Management and Lt Dan Manning Irish Naval Service

The 1916 Centenary Commemoration was celebrated in the college last March. A variety of activities ensued, culminating with
the raising of the Tricolour on Wednesday 16th. The events started on March 7th when representatives from junior and
senior history classes and their teachers, attended Croke Park, where a tricolour and a copy of the 1916 Proclamation were
received from President Michael D. Higgins.
On March 14th, our 4th Year History students went to Glasnevin Cemetery. As part of the Glasnevin History Project, their
focus was on personalities who dominated the Irish Revolution Era. Prominent military historians undertook a series of lectures
for both junior and senior history students, focusing on various aspects of the 1916 Rising. Military historian and bestselling
author of numerous books on Cork and Irish military history Sgt Gerry White, focused on ‘Cork and the 1916 Rising’, while
Cmdt Seán Murphy, author of ‘Kilmichael: A Battlefield Study’ emphasised the ‘The Military and Strategic aspects of the
Rising 1916.’
In contrast to the local involvement in the Rising, Mr Gabriel Doherty, Senior Lecturer, UCC History Department highlighted
the importance of the International Dimension of 1916 to Senior history students. A cross curricular exhibition of photographs
and memorabilia from the 1916 period was enjoyed by all. Included were exhibits from students of art in the college, as well
as 1916 related posters from 2nd Year students of Gaeilge.
The Presentation of the Tricolour ceremony and the 1916 Proclamation by members of the Defence Forces was a highlight
of the commemorations as it allowed the whole school community to reflect upon the events of one hundred years ago.
Special thanks are due to a number of people who made the commemoration events such a huge success. To the various
history teachers for putting together the photographic exhibition, to art teacher, Nora Walsh, for organising an array of
outstanding 1916 related sculptures from the 5th Year Art class, to Michéal Jones, who facilitated a 1916 Poster competition
with his 2nd Year Irish class, to the secretarial staff for photocopying and laminating, to Mick Jordan for putting together the
photographic exhibition and flag raising ceremony, to the staff of the College who were so co-operative and encouraging
during the week of commemoration, and finally, to the entire student body of the College, whose behaviour was exemplary
during the Flag Raising ceremony.
From outside the school, we would like to thank our key note speaker, parent, former staff member and leader of Fianna Fáil,
Michéal Martin, who gave an outstanding address. Thanks also to Junior Minister for Health, Kathleen Lynch, and PBC PPU
President Brian Bermingham who were also in attendance. Past pupils, brothers Commander Neil Manning (Class of 1991)
and Lieutenant Dan Manning (Class of 1995) of the Irish Naval Service, as well as Air Corps Cadet, Colm Keena (Class of 2012)
participated in the actual flag raising ceremony and their attendance was very much appreciated. To past pupil, Ronan Nangle,
of Nangle’s Nurseries, who donated a laurel tree to help mark such a special occasion, we are also very grateful. Finally to
the many people who donated documents and memorabilia to our exhibition, especially Mr Noel Moloney and Mr John
O’Brien, we express our profound thanks. Grace Fitzgerald (PBC History teacher)



PBC Principal Ken Whyte addresses the gathering

The tree planting ceremony with Ronan Nangle
of Nangle’s Nurseries who kindly donated the laurel tree

Principal Ken Whyte greets past PBC students Lt Dan Manning,
Air Corp Cadet Colm Kenna and Lt Com Neil Manning

Air Corp Cadet Colm Keena with First Year Cian Healy PBC teacher Owen Mullowney and Robert Murphy, Head Boy 2016



Brian MacMathúna and Nora Walsh read the 1916 Proclamation

Amhrán na bhFiann plays to an emotional Pres community

Third Year Kevin Jansson plays Amhrán na bhFiann



Pres art commerates the 1916 Rising

Best 1916 Art Poster winner Masroor Salam (Class 2D)

1916 Poster designed by Michael Murphy (Class 2E) Luke Guerin 'From the ruins came our freedom'

Fifth Year student Criofan Guilfoyle with his superb sculpture
'If you want to bring an end to long standing conflict, you have to be prepared to compromise'



John Dineen (1981 - 2015) RIP

The untimely death of Waterfall native, John Dineen (Class of 2000), last December cast a dark pall of grief over not just
his partner and immediate family, but over his many friends at home and abroad. John’s ready smile and love of life were
all too obvious to those that knew him, but particularly in the close knit rural community of Ballinora, a community John
was so fiercely proud of. The following tribute piece is penned by other members of the Class of 2000, close friends of John,
Conor Brosnan, Alan Bennett, Dave O’Neill and Peter Kearney, with the hope of giving some insight into his character and
their experiences over the years with him.

A big personality! Someone who you always knew was destined to succeed, gravitating toward cities like New York and
London. Quickly rising in his professional career, he became a large firm Senior Marketing Director. John was never one to
be caught for words and with his lightning quick wit, marketing was probably a perfect fit for him.

From schooldays in Ballinora National School and Presentation Brothers College Cork, lifetime friendships were to be forged.
A common love for sport at an early age help bond together a close knit group that were to spend endless hours in back
gardens playing all kinds of games. John or ‘Dino’, as his friends call him, was multi-talented and represented many teams in
multiple sports - Ballinora in hurling and football, Richmond United in soccer and Pres and Dolphin in rugby. In particular, his
speed was always a dangerous asset and he used it to devastating effect on so many occasions, be it as a left half back in
football, a winger in rugby or a striker in soccer. In training, if we ever found ourselves in direct competition, we always knew
to avoid sprints with John. His self-belief and fiercely competitive streak meant you always wanted him on your side, and this
transcended sport…! John’s renown as an accomplished athlete was perhaps best illustrated by his winning the title of ‘Victor
Ludorum’ at the Pres School Sports, an accolade given to the best athlete across a number of disciplines. That trophy and what
it encapsulated remained one of his proudest sporting achievements.

Starting secondary school can be a scary prospect – and coming from a small country parish and entering a big city school like
Pres as a ‘furry’ was daunting for the Ballinora contingent. However, taking this path with good friends meant that the
transition was made infinitely easier. His father Pat is in the Presentation Brothers Alumni and was also a very talented rugby
player, so John was to follow in his footsteps. In First year, 1C3 was his class and immediately, new friendships had begun
and the close knit Ballinora group had grown. Our world was now bigger!

It is difficult to completely encapsulate our experiences in Pres, as it is different for everyone. However, the core morals and
beliefs that are instilled into every student there will stay with us throughout our lives. For us, we have memories of Brother
Rupert O’Sullivan, the Principal at the time (1994) bringing the entire First Year cohort into the theatre and delivering to us a
declaration of what Pres was really about, emphasising the high standards that they strive for in all areas. These core principles
complemented John’s personality and set the tone for the following six years.



There was always good banter when John was in company. Thinking back on the slagging matches in the dressing rooms out
in the Pres Sports Grounds in Wilton, it was near impossible to get one over on him. He would quickly counter, usually with
a smart reply and make you think twice about making a follow up remark yourself. He was single minded and would not be
easily swayed by peer pressure. One of the stories that comes to mind was when we were 18 and playing Minor Football for
Ballinora. A week before our first championship match, we thought it a fantastic idea to all bleach our hair blonde (like
Romania in World Cup ‘98 – Genius move!) ‘Dino’ stubbornly stuck to his guns and was the only one who refused to
capitulate. We now look back on team pictures with high degrees of cringe! In hindsight, Dino was probably the only one
of us thinking straight! Another significant indicator of Dino’s singlemindedness in life came with one of his later passions,
cycling. ‘Dino’ was a cycling fanatic and journeyed all over Europe on the bike. ‘Dino’, despite many raised eyebrows amongst
his peers, insisted on having a set of pink handlebars! He cared not a jot what others thought of this sartorial elegance!!!

It is difficult to lose a good friend, especially one
who you have shared so many memorable
experiences with from a young age. But, we try
to embrace the positive influence that John had
on all our lives and remember the great times we
all spent together.

Sadly it’s with heavy hearts we say...

Slán, a chara!

Conor Brosnan
Alan Bennett
Dave O’Neill and
Peter Kearney

The Ballinora Minor Football team pictured during the 1999 County Minor Football Championship.
The team included 4 PBC pupils Dave O’Neill (back row, sixth from right), Conor Brosnan (front row, fourth from right),

Cronan Healy (front row, extreme right) and non blonde John, back row third from right.

Pres Graduation Night 2000 (l-r) Liam Breathnach, Conor Brosnan,
Dave O’Neill, John Dineen RIP, Joe Coffey and Donagh Hourihan.



Conrad O’Sullivan (1981 - 2006) RIP

‘Honour me not by mourning my death, but by celebrating my life’ (Chris M Braden)

On March 22nd, 2006, Conrad O’Sullivan tragically passed away. It was, of course, a great shock to his family, friends, and
indeed many others with whom his path crossed during his 25 years. This March, 2016, marked his tenth anniversary, and
thus an opportunity to reflect upon his life.

Conrad graduated from PBC in 1999. By this time he has earned a reputation as an outstanding rugby player, having captained
PBC, Munster, and Irish Schools’ teams respectively. His bravery, skill and athleticism were undoubted, his play inspiring, yet
it wasn’t only the code of rugby that he was successful. Conrad also represented the Cork U16 hurling team and was also
asked to play at minor level. Conrad also captained the UCC senior rugby team and is the only player in the University’s history
to have held such an honour over two successive years! Conrad’s first link to Presentation College rugby can be traced back
to his granduncle Bertie O’Sullivan, who was part of the senior cup team of 1932.

Off the pitch, Conrad was outgoing and fun-loving. He especially enjoyed impersonating many of Today FM’s Gift Grub’s
most popular personalities, with friends and family often on the receiving end of Eddie Hobbs’ financial advice or Bill Cullen’s
anecdotes on an underprivileged childhood! He loved fun and loved life. His warmth and sensitivity endeared him to many
and it was these traits that made him a loyal and caring person who put others’ concerns before his own. He was a great
listener and I rarely, if ever, heard him speak ill of anyone. He was also deeply modest to the extent that he never gloated
about his achievements. His love of animals, in particular his dogs Kerri and Bruce, were also indicative of his gentle disposition.

Conrad and I became close friends in fourth year in Presentation College. We both undertook a BA in UCC and were in the
same class all the way through college. Conrad loved life and there were so many great moments over the years. College
was a great time and we took every advantage of our ‘light’ timetable to frequent the Old Bar or stroll down to the Western
Star (regretfully no longer in existence), even at the expense of a lecture or two! We also some had memorable trips away
to Ventry and Liverpool – great times.

Photo shows a determined Conrad in action for Munster against the Newport Gwent Dragons in the Celtic League



One was never far away from a prank or funny moment while in Conrad’s company. I remember him, during Donie O’Brien’s
Maths class in Leaving Cert, being unfortunately positioned at the very front of the room. Mr O’ Brien was a great teacher
and - for those who know him – he was not a man to be interrupted whilst at work! One day, when Mr O’Brien turned to
the board, Conrad took the opportunity to turn around to the class, pen in hand, and started singing ‘Angels’ by Robbie
Williams as quietly but audibly as was possible! We, paralysed with fear, didn’t know how to react and it wasn’t long before
the agitated Mr O’Brien turned from the board and roared, ‘CONRAD’!!!

It’s no coincidence that he was such a lovely person as, for those who know his family, the comparisons are clearly evident.
All, like Conrad, are sincere and humble people. His mother Eileen, father Con, his brother Harry and sisters Margaret-Noelle
and Aileen all enjoyed following his sporting days with much pride and affection. Con himself was a past rugby player of
high regard and a member of the great Cork Constitution teams of old - winning five senior cups and nine senior leagues
between 1964/5 and 1973 in what was a golden era in the club’s history – is also a past pupil of Presentation College.

His family and friends, the ‘Pres’ Community, Cork Constitution and of course Munster all felt the deep void his passing left.
It was, of course, an extremely sad occasion and I will never forget the size of the crowd that turned up to say their goodbyes
on that wet March day. It was testament to the man. The courage and dignity his family showed in supporting friends and
relatives in the days before and after the funeral was just humbling to behold.

I feel privileged to have had such a great friend. He was a true gentleman who brought an immense amount of joy into the
world. May he rest in peace!

Conrad O’Sullivan: 13th February 1981 – 22nd March 2006

David O’Riordan, PBC

It's been ten years now ....
‘And though we understand all this with our heads, we still lament in our hearts’
I would just like to get across Conrad’s influence on the group of UCC players I was involved with around that time... I always
felt Conrad was the glue that kept the lads from outside of Cork and the city boys from PBC and CBC very tightly knit. He
was so good to the likes of Stephen Keogh, Alfie Laffen and I in terms of looking after us. I heard of Conrad ever before I
met him in rugby and when I did get to see him play it was very clear why people spoke in such glowing terms about him.
We played for Munster and Irish underage teams for a few years together and then went on to UCC, we made our Munster
senior debuts together in Thomond Park against Wasps in 2001, and I will always remember how proud we were that night
in Limerick. Conrad was a great player and leader of the teams he was involved with, more importantly though he was a
gentleman a great friend and what a laugh too. To those of us who had the pleasure of knowing him and being in his
company, his loss has been immense. We miss you kid...
Denis Leamy (Munster & Ireland)

‘Conrad was a really lovely guy and was great craic. He came into Munster as part of a younger generation of players: Denis
Leamy, Frank Murphy and Steve Keogh. I remember looking at him in training and thinking ‘He isn’t that big, I’ll run through
this guy’... But he buried me! It was at that moment I realised he was the real deal. He was such a talented player. It’s very
rare you come across that level of ability. I don’t say that lightly. I really rated him and believed he had a great future in the
game. He is such a loss…..
John Kelly (Ex Munster & Ireland)



Class 6A of 2016

Class 6B of 2016

Back row (l-r) Daire G O’Sullivan, Daire McDonagh, Louis Hand, Arran Walsh, Evan O’Brien, Dean Callanan,
Mark Merriman and Colin Maguire

Middle row (l-r) Kane Collins, Thomas Cregan, Evan Sugrue-McQuillan, Paul Crowley, Tom Murphy, David Nolan and Ryan O’Connell,
Front row (l-r) Eoin Treacy, Michael Healy, Ross Murphy, Bryan Foley, Luke O’Connor, Cian Scott, David Barry and Daniel Devlin

Back row (l-r) Ronan Dennehy, Daire O’Gorman, Brian Casey, Ronan Mulcahy, Miah Rohan, Martin Keohane,
Rory Sheehan and Ken Greally

Middle row (l-r) Simon Lougheed, Shane McCarthy, Peter McCann, David Geaney-O’Brien, Fiachra Kelleher,
Colin Eustace, Jimmy Costello, Daniel O’Dwyer and Harry Shanahan

Front row (l-r) Timothy Peters, Jack O’Shea, Niall Casey, Michael Shinkwin, Brian O’Mahony, David Duggan,
Dylan Dineen and Alexander O’Carroll



Class 6C of 2016

Class 6D of 2016

Back row (l-r) David Dalton, Shaun O’Connell, Robert Murphy, Seán Hennigan, Jack O’Sullivan, Conor O’Dwyer,
John O’Callaghan and Jack O’Mahony

Middle row (l-r) Louis Roberts, Shems Riza, Cormac O’Sullivan, Daniel Griffin, John Fehilly, Eoghan O’Leary,
Conor O’Flynn, David O’Donovan Andrew McCarthy and Rory Copplestone

Front row (l-r) Shane Donegan, Cillein Thorne, Conor Clarke, Andrew O’Riordan, Tony O’Donoghue,
Declan O’Brien, Colm McCarthy and Patrick Walsh

Back row (l-r) Tony Keating, Killian Horgan, Conor Murphy, John Collins and Niall O’Brien
Front row (l-r) Conor Ormond, Sam Deane, Paul Buckley, Eoin O’Shea, James O’Connor and Shane O’Brien



A very fond farewell to our 6th Years of 2016!
We would like to wish all Leaving Certificate students the very best of luck in their Leaving Certificate
and every success throughout their future careers. We are really proud of them all!

Copies of the Leaving Cert Class of 2016 photograph are available to purchase. Please visit www.adrianoherlihy.com for more details.





Class 6E of 2016

Prefects 2016

Back row (l-r) Seán Lucey, Tadgh Deasy, Peter O’Brien and Ethan Keane
Middle row (l-r) Matthew Forrest, Ryan Butt, Alan Walsh, Luke Holmes, Simon O’Brien and Seamus Sweeney
Front row (l-r) Ryan Murphy, Jack Matthews, David O’Sullivan, Aidan Kelleher, Eoin Treacy and Ben Murphy

Back row (l-r) Jimmy Costello, Eoin O’Shea, Eavan O’Brien, Jack O’Shea, Simon Lougheed, Michael Healy
Front row (l-r) Michael Shinkwin, Paul Crowley, Fiachra Kelleher, Robert Murphy Head Boy, Aiden Kelleher and Conor O’Flynn



Fifth Year Biology field trip to Killarney National Park



3rd Year student, Kevin Jansson’s prowess as an internationally acclaimed classical musician in two instruments continues to
grow apace. Last September, he was invited to play as piano soloist at the Business to Arts Awards event at the Bord Gáis
Energy Theatre in Dublin. Then in February 2016, he was selected along with 23-year-old French pianist Guillaume Bellom,
as joint winner of the Thierry Scherz prize at the Sommets Musicaux de Gstaad Festival in Switzerland. The jury comprised
of Grammy Award nominee and Gramophone Young Musician of the Year Joseph Moog, violinist and festival artistic director
Renaud Capuçon, composer Thierry Escaich and Dominique Fernandez of the Académie française.
Kevin was the youngest recitalist in the competition and as a result will get to make a solo piano debut CD, which will be
recorded and promoted by the Swiss label, Claves, later in the year.
As well as giving solo piano recitals in Cork, Waterford, Dublin and Kilkenny he was also both violin and piano soloist with
the CIT Cork School of Music Chamber Orchestra in concerts in February. These took place at both the Cork School of Music
and at the annual Festival of Youth Orchestras at the National Concert Hall in Dublin.

Internationally acclaimed classical musician Kevin Jansson gets better and better!
Philip Scott

Kevin playing with the CIT CSM Chamber Orchestra conducted by Geoffrey Spratt
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Kevin playing at the Business to Arts Awards night at the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre, September 2015



Recently the Transition Year history class embarked on two separate visits to the Glasnevin Cemetery as part of studies. Aided
by our history teachers we were required to learn from an expert tour guide, and become one ourselves – for the day.

On our first trip to the monumental cemetery we were given an insightful lesson on to perfect the art of tour guiding. Our
expert tutor gave us tips on how we would be able to deliver our speeches in a sufficient manner, while she also emphasised
the need for research in order for our jobs to run smoothly.

Over the following weeks – with the help of the added knowledge of our history teachers – we engaged in research, with each
student being designated one prominent historical figure associated with the cemetery to learn about.

On our second trip, we were required to put what we had learned into practice by each giving a three minute speech at the
grave-side of our historical figure. Our examiner said that each of our students did a fantastic job, but special congratulations
must be reserved for Cillian McNamara who was chosen as the best guide on the day.

Additionally, Cillian will now participate in a national tour-guiding competition as part of his prize. Best of luck to him in his
endeavour from the whole class. Similarly, special thanks must be attributed to Mr Caleb Sheehan, Ms Eleanor Walsh and Mr
Karl Sweeney for accompanying us on our trips and helping us with our research.

Adam Hallissey
Transition Year History Class

Back row (l-r) Adam Hallissey, Jonathan Wren, Jack Kiely, Eoin Davis, John Casey, Ben Quigley,
Jack O’Donovan, Simon Merriman and Adam O’Callaghan.

Front row (l-r) Cillian McNamara, Mark Butler, Jack Buckley, Rory O’Neill, Sean Ahern,
Charlie Ryan-O’Donovan and Ms Eleanor Walsh.

History Trip to Glasnevin Cemetery



Fund Raiser Launched for ‘Brave’ Past Pupil Philip Scott
Philip Scott

Picture shows Philip at a recent function in Dolphin RFC with his three sons, from left, Dave, Cian and Brian

Philip Scott is a past pupil of Pres, having graduated in June 1986. Last year at the tender age of 46 years young, Philip
suffered a catastrophic, life changing stroke. The severity of the stroke was such that Philip was given a short time to live and
even after surviving those initial days, the prognosis for his recovery was bleak to say the least.
Philip, however, had other ideas. After spending six months in CUH and another three months in the care of the National
Rehabilitation Centre in Dublin, he made an unlikely return to his home and his family late last year. The subsequent visit of
former classmates and friends Rory Duggan, Ken O’Connell, Charlie Haly, Nikki Kos and Philip’s great friend Martin O’Halloran
meant more to Philip than they could ever imagine, as did his weekly visits from Hugh Farrelly during those long and lonely
months in Dublin. Overall, the outpouring of support from old classmates, his friends at Dolphin RFC, SGS, Cobh Pirates, St
Michael’s Gaelic Football Club and Blackrock Hurling Club have made this a more bearable journey than it might otherwise
have been.
Philip’s recovery to date has been inspirational. His fight, determination and positive attitude towards his illness, all traits that
were instilled in him in his time at his beloved Pres, earned him an ‘Adult Bravery Award’ which he collected in person at the
Irish Heart Foundation’s Annual Awards Ceremony earlier this year. Although it was an award he would never have wished
for, it is one that he is very proud of.
Despite this, Philip’s recovery is only starting. He is working tirelessly to regain his independence and though his progress is
slow, he continues to stay positive and refuses to accept that significant further improvements cannot be made.
To aid in his recovery, Philip’s family and friends have embarked on a series of fund raising events. The proceeds of these
events, amongst other things, will contribute towards the costs of therapies that will improve his ability to walk and talk,
things that most of us take for granted.
The final event of the campaign is a sponsored Golf Classic which will take place in Douglas Golf Club on September 23rd
next. At the request of friends, details of this event are posted on the PBC website. To book a team, sponsor a teebox or
simply access details of the event go to www.pbc-cork.ie
Alternatively, you can contact Peter Scott directly on peter.scott@pbc-cork.ie. Donations can also be made directly to
www.gofundme.com/philipscott.
Philip would like to take this opportunity to thank the Board of Management, Mr Whyte, Mr Twomey, and the entire Pres
community for the extraordinary generosity, support and friendship that they have shown to him and his family over the last
Year. He wishes to extend a special word of thanks to the Pres teaching and support staff for their kindness and understanding
as well as the dignity with which they have treated his sons Brian, Cian and David during this most difficult time.



Graduate News

Jim Livesey (Class of 1982)
Jim Livesey is currently Dean Of Humanities and Professor of
Global History at the University of Dundee, and is Director of
the Scottish Centre for Global history. He is an accomplished
author and regular contributor to historical journals.
Jim was a very prominent rugby player when in Pres, winning
a Senior Cup medal in 1981, and playing on the Senior team
that unfortunately lost the Cup Final to St Munchins in 1982.
After completing his Leaving Cert, he moved on to UCC,
where he gained an MA in History in 1987, while also playing
for UCC RFC and the Irish Universities. He moved on to
Harvard University in 1988 to begin studying for his PhD,
which he completed in 1994.
Jim’s working life as a history lecturer and author began in
1992 in Trinity College Dublin and he remained on staff there
until 2004, moving on to the University of Sussex in the UK,
where he became Professor of History and Head of
Department. During that time, Jim also spent time on
sabbatical back in Harvard, as a visiting lecturer for two years
(2007-2009).
In 2013, Jim transferred to the University of Dundee, where
he specialises in the teaching of Global History, French History
and Intellectual History. Global intellectual history is a
developing field, with Jim’s work exploring how specific, local
intellectual traditions and communities have negotiated
globality, with Ireland offering a particularly interesting
vantage point from which to address problems of global
transformation since the eighteenth century.

Jonathan Grey (Class of 1990)
Jonathan entered the old Pres primary school on the Western
Road at the tender age of 3¾ in 1976. His father had
intended him to go to Christians the following year, but after
few days in K1, Br Jerome and Br Benildus could see that Pres
was the place for him and accepted him one year earlier than
planned! Thus started Jonathan’s 14 happy years in Pres.
He enjoyed playing sports, particularly rugby, won a Junior
Cup medal in 1988, and was also active in the debating and
computers clubs. After graduating, he went to UCC where
he attained a bachelor’s degree in Economics and Computer
Science. He also holds a post graduate diploma in Public
Relations from the Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland.
Prior to starting his first business in 1999, Jonathan was a
public relations and online marketing consultant, practicing
in San Francisco and London for IT companies specialising in
payment systems, encryption and smart cards.
In 2001, he founded Ovation Incentives which he still leads.
Based in London, Ovation is an award-winning incentive
marketing company that provides online tools to help
companies improve their business performance by rewarding
and motivating their customers and staff. Jonathan is also is
Vice President of his industry’s trade body - Incentive
Marketing Association Europe. Previously, he has also
founded GreatDaysOut.ie, the Irish gift experience company,
which he sold to its current owners in February 2009.
He is very active in UK entrepreneurial networks and is a
founding director, and former Chair, of the Irish International
Business Network – a global not-for-profit networking group
connecting Irish entrepreneurs and business professionals. He
is also an angel investor and business mentor.
He lives in London with his wife Rachel and their three
children and returns to Cork each summer with his family,
never missing the opportunity to remind them where he
‘sported and played’!



Paul Kiernan (Class of 2014)
Former PBC Senior and Junior rugby captain, Paul has just
had the most incredible rugby year for UCC, Munster U20
and Ireland U20.
A son of former Pres, Munster and Ireland great, Mick, and
brother of former Pres Senior Cup player, James, Paul
graduated from Pres in 2014, and is currently studying
Finance in UCC.
Paul was very prominent in Pres Rugby, playing centre and
outhalf in three Junior Cup and two Senior Cup campaigns.
He went on to represent Munster U18 Schools, Ireland
Schools, and last year had the huge honour of captaining
Ireland U19 in two tests against France. Paul also had the
honour of being elected a prefect in his final year in Pres.
Last September he captained Munster U20 to a historic first
ever U20 Interprovincial Championship (See picture above).
His standout displays in an unbeaten season for Munster led
to his selection (along with two other Pres alumni, John
Poland and Shane Daly) for the Ireland U20 squad for the Six
Nations Championship, where he was capped against Italy
and Scotland. His international focus now switches to the
significant challenge of making the Ireland squad for the
Junior World Cup, to be held in Manchester this coming June.
As a result of his displays at inside centre in a promotion
chasing UCC team during 2015/16, Paul was recently
awarded a prestigious UCC Sportstar Award, presented to
him at a ceremony in the River Lee Hotel in April.
To put the cap on an unbelievable season, Paul was part of a
UCC Senior squad who finished the season very strongly in
Division 2A. This secured them a difficult away trip up north
to Banbridge, which they won comprehensively, followed by
an equally impressive Play-Off Final win over Blackrock
College from 1B, Paul scoring the first try in a hard fought
30-28 win on April 30th. Truly one to watch for the future!

Eoghan Ryan (Class of 2001)
Eoghan first entered PBC in 1995. He played centre on the
defeated 1998 Junior Cup Team, toured South Africa in 1999,
and was Vice Captain of the 2001 Senior Cup Team. Whilst
in Pres, he was also involved in SHARE and various other
fundraising activities.
Eoghan then attended UCC where he achieved a BEng
degree, won an U20 All-Ireland Rugby medal and captained
the winning Quarry Cup team in 2005. After graduating, he
worked for Arup Consulting Engineers in Dublin and went on
to spend six years in Sydney where he worked for Mott
MacDonald Consulting Engineers. During this time Eoghan
completed diplomas in Project Management & Business /
Personal Coaching as well as attaining his Engineering
Chartership. Whilst in Sydney, he also set up and owned a
small bar and restaurant called The Wanderer.
Upon returning to Cork in 2014 to work with Mott
MacDonald, Eoghan founded the not-for-profit –
www.reimaginecork.com. This voluntary led organisation
focuses on delivering community inspired projects which
enhance the urban environment of Cork City. In doing so it
aims to strengthen the bond between existing voluntary
organisations and raise awareness about social issues such as
mental health and social inclusion. Recently completed
projects can be seen on Liberty Street, North Main Street and
Kyle St as well as the Grand Parade. The achievements of
Reimagine Cork were recently acknowledged when Eoghan
was awarded the Cork Person-of-the-Month for February.
Eoghan is also the owner of Dolmen Consulting who
specialise in Business & Career Coaching.

(See next page for Eoghan’s Reimagine Cork’s Grand Parade
project)



Remember
I think we all agree that the 1916 commemorations were a huge success. After a disheartening election campaign and never
ending jostling for power, we’re reminded of what’s really special about this country, its people. On a national level, the
Easter weekend marches, RTÉ debates, musical and family events were a sight to behold. In Cork I was moved when
witnessing the Tomás MacCurtain Commemoration March to the National Monument on the Grand Parade, and the Easter
Monday Rising commemoration event at the same venue. It was a reminder of Pearse’s words ‘that nationality is a spiritual
and not a physical thing’. Standing proud amongst the crowds at these events were two artistic interventions - the Poblacht
na hÉireann building wrap, and artist Alan Hurley’s colourful mural on the infamous Grand Parade toilet block - that made me
stop and reflect.

Reflect
Last March, Alan Hurley and I started the Grand Parade toilet block art mural. ‘Two hours should do it, Al’ I said as his bleary
eyes approached me. He knew full well to double any time estimate I put on our projects. Gary and Kevin from 3FoolsCoffee
pumped us with food and beverages and a number of volunteers (three of whom were coming off the night shift from a
neighbouring hospital) also pitched in. At one stage we were approached by a nervous man who stammered - ‘Fair play to
ye lads, I’m a recovering addict and I had to be revived twice in that toilet'. 'What goes on in there should be stopped’. We
agreed politely and got back to work. A short while later an elderly man stopped for a chat - ‘I love what you’re doing lads,
and girls’ he stressed. ‘If the 1916 commemorations has taught us anything it’s the importance of the role played by our
women’. ‘See that there though’ as he pointed at the Poblacht na hEireann building wrap. ‘Why didn’t they touch up the
paintwork underneath?’ I could only nod in agreement as he offered his pension to pay for the paint.

Reimagine Cork
The toilet block artwork has since been warmly received by all. However, I couldn’t help but reflect on our two chance
encounters. Shouldn’t Reimagine Cork be actioning the change that’s brought forward to us by the people? I can quite easily
put a brush to the patchy paintwork underneath Poblacht na hÉireann but what about the issue of drug abuse inside the
toilet block? It fronts our proud City Library which is used by many an impressionable young mind and is also the first thing
you see when you jump on/off the tourist buses. If the election campaign has taught us anything it’s that swift change will
only ever be delivered by the people. Don’t wait for politicians looking for ‘hot topics’ to step in. It’s got to come from the
community. But what should we do? Have an emergency contact number posted next to the toilet blocks? Encourage the
Gardaí to include it in an hourly watch? Or continue to turn a blind eye? I wonder what Tomás MacCurtain would do?
Reimagine Cork in collaboration with Cork Educate Together National School and funded by KBC Bank are currently putting
the finishing touches to an art mural that will span the wall of the Grattan Street Car Park. Together with the works completed
on Coleman’s Lane, it’s hoped that this will breath life back into an important laneway of Cork City.
Fancy getting involved with changing Cork? Eoghan Ryan is the founder of Reimagine Cork and can be contacted at
reimaginecork@gmail.com or by visiting the website - www.reimaginecork.com.

Photo shows the ‘before’ and ‘after’ elevations of the public toilet on Grand Parade

Past pupil Eoghan Ryan askes us to Remember, Reflect, Reimagine Cork



An Céilí Mór

Fear an tí, an tUasal Mac Mathúna, ‘ag stiúradh’ na ndaltaí!

Eagraíodh céilí mór sa scoil le linn Seachtain na Gaeilge sa scoil do bhuachaillí na dara bliana agus tháinig cáilíní ó Choláiste
Naomh Aingeal chugainn chun páirt a ghlacadh sa chéilí ar an lá. Roimh an gcéilí, d’fhoghlaim na buachaillí rincí ar nós Ionsaí
na hInse, Ballaí Luimní agus an Cor Beirte. Chleachtaigh na buachaillí a gcuid céimeanna ina ranganna Corp Oideachais ar
feadh roinnt seachtainí, agus ar deireadh bhíodar réidh do chuairt na gcailíní.

Ar lá an chéilí, bhí an tUasal Mac Mathúna ina fhear an tí, agus tháinig cúpla ceoltóir isteach chun na poirt a chasadh. Rinne
na buachaillí sár-iarracht agus bhí na cailíní ana-thógtha lena gcuid damhsa.

Leanaigí oraibh, a bhuachaillí, tá sé sna cosa agaibh!
Colmán Ó Tuama



U14
It was a long season for the U14s and just like everyone else in Ireland it was a year badly affected by the weather. The way
forward for PBC must be the the building of a 4th generation Astro pitch in Wilton. But that's a discussion for another day.
On the pitch, the teams acquitted themselves very well with some notable performances throughout the year. With the
large number of boys playing rugby in Pres at First Year level, it is our intention to lobby the South Munster Youths League
for greater participation by teams from Pres at South Munster U14 level. In our view, PBC should be allowed to play a full
competitive part in these leagues. Involvement of schools teams in this league would surely enhance the league and keep
players involved in the local scene, making it easier for them to return to the club scene once they finish their schooling in PBC.

We have a fantastic coaching team at U14 lead by Liam Lynch and their efforts are much appreciated by the College.

U15
The U15 year just seemed to get better and better as the season progressed! The U15s won the McCarthy Cup (A) in
December, followed by victory in the Edmund Rice Cup at both A and B grades. It was great to see Pres Bray back in Cork
after so many years absence. The development squad (non JCT players) also won the Southern section of their League,
beating CBC Bandon, Midleton and Rockwell along the way.
A big thank you to all involved, Hugh O'Brien and Brian Casey for all their efforts during the year, and to the coaches involved
for their dedication and hard work in what was an outstanding year. Well done again lads!

Junior Cup
The Juniors progressed to the semi-final stage of the Junior Cup before losing to Crescent College, who eventually went on
to win the competition. This defeat was an ‘eye opener’ for all involved, but it will prove inspirational to all the boys, as they
endeavour to improve their skills over the summer so that we can be ultra competitive in next years Bowen Shield. Again,
our thanks go to William O'Keeffe and Sharon Gillane for all their work on behalf of the JCT squads, and also to their fantastic
team of dedicated coaches, led by past pupils, Barry Howell, Bernard O’Shaughnessy Sammy St Leger and Brian Scott.

Bowen Shield
The Bowen Shield side lost to the eventual winners CBC in the semi-final of the competition. This group are now preparing
for a summer tour to Portugal where they will play two test matches against the Portuguese National U18 side, a tour that
will be coached by Paul Barr and Ger Burke. We wish them a very successful and safe tour.

RugbyNews

U15 Rugby Manager, Hugh O’Brien shown with John Forde holding the Edmund Rice Cup and Billy Kingston with the McCarthy Cup.



The Barry Cup
The Barry Cup was won in thrilling style against a gallant St Munchins side on UL's impressive 4G Astro pitch. When every
other venue in the province was unplayable this pitch was perfect, the immaculate surface suiting PBC's running style, with
the boys running in seven tries! With a number of these boys underage again for next year the future seems very bright.

Senior Rugby
This is one that the team feel that they let slip from their grasp. A one point defeat to CBC in a riveting semi-final in Musgrave
Park was heartbreaking for the lads and the hundreds of PBC supporters. However our pride may have been hurt, but it was
not lost. This team gave it their all for Pres, not just on the day but together over the last six years. The boys are a credit to
their families and to the college and we thank them sincerely for their time in PBC and wish them well in their futures.
Massive thanks to Brian MacMahon, Enda O’Regan, Ian Lehane, Steve Ford, Niall Murray and Marion Carey for all the time
and dedication that they put into PBC seniors during this past season.

International Rugby
This year saw two PBC players Peter Sylvester and Jack O’Sullivan capped at U18 level. Congratulations to both on a fantastic
achievement. The Ireland U20 side had three representatives from PBC, John Poland, Shane Daly and Paul Kiernan. It was
great to see them all play their part for Ireland in the Six Nations. Congratulations to all three and their very proud families.

On the international front, I would like to express my disappointment at the decision taken by the IRFU to disband the Irish
Schools side. Irish schools rugby has served Ireland well over the years and to simply shunt the schools to one side and impose
a new system without any real and meaningful consultation is a very unwelcome development. PBC would like to see the
Schools international team reinstated for the 2016 /’17 season.

I would also have to question the lack of Munster players in the Irish U18 squads (A & B). In a year when Munster won the
interprovincial series to have such a small number of players selected begs the question, ‘why’?

Thank You!
A special mention also to Dr Tadhg O'Sullivan for his dedication to the care of all our rugby players in PBC. Thanks also to
Michael Bradley for his help and guidance across all levels in PBC. I wish to thank Principal Ken Whyte for all his support over
the year and to the teaching staff of the college for their patience and kindness particularly at cup time. Thanks also to the
secretarial staff for taking the million rugby related calls every day. To Val, Marie, Barry, Edwin and Michael I simply say ‘Pres
rugby wouldn't work without ye!’
Caleb Sheehan
PBC Games Master

The 2016 Senior Cup Squad with the Barry Cup



Pres lads stand up and fight forMunster U18 Schools

PBC students who were part of the Munster U18 Schools side that won the Schools Interprovincial title in 2015 / ‘16:
(l-r) Paul Buckley, Conor O’Flynn, Jack O’Shea, Peter Sylvester, Jack O’Sullivan and Séan French.

Munster record try scorer Simon Zebo visits his almamater

One of Pres' favourite sons, Simon Zebo, took time out of a busy schedule recently to visit the College. There he presented
Principal Ken Whyte with a Lions jersey worn by him on the victorious 2013 Lions Tour to Australia. Simon has had a very
congested rugby year, preparing for and playing last Autumn's Rugby World Cup, playing in what was a very tough season
for Munster at Champions Cup and Pro 12 level, and the recent Six Nations, where he excelled at full back.
He also recently overtook fellow Pres past pupil Anthony Horgan, as Munster's all time Top Try Scorer with 43 tries in 97
appearances, a feat accomplished in a 47-0 victory over Zebre last March. Simon has since added to that total with further
tries vs Connacht and Edinburgh, also in the Guinness Pro 12. All at Pres continue to rejoice in Simon's rugby achievements!



Ireland U20 Internationals

Three former PBC players were part of the Ireland U20 squad that took part in the 2016 Six Nations, and now look forward to
challenging for selection for this summer’s Junior Rugby World Cup.

Photo shows (l-r) Paul Kiernan (UCC), John Poland and Shane Daly (both Cork Constitution).

Munster U20s, Interpro Champions 2015 Ireland U18 Internationals

PBC past pupils, team captain, Paul Kiernan, John Poland and Shane Daly
were part of the victorious Munster U20 Rugby squad, who won the

U20 Interprovincial Championship for the first time in 2015.

Pres students who represented Ireland U18 in 2016
(l-r) Peter Sylvester and Jack O’Sullivan.



Xavier High School Rugby Tour

Photo shows the combined PBC and Xavier HS senior Squads after their match in Wilton

Photo shows Xavier HS Head Coach Greg Norris presenting PBC’s
Senior Rugby Manager Ian Lehane with a Xavier HS polo shirt

Photo shows Xavier HS Man-of-the-Match, Clayton Holmes,
being presented with a Pres match ball by Rory and Niall Scannell

Last Easter Saturday Greg Norris, a good friend of Pres rugby,
brought his Xavier High School Senior squad from New York
to Wilton for two games against Pres Development sides. He
had previously helped organise the Durban legs of hugely
successful Pres Rugby tours to South Africa in 1999 and 2004.
The games themselves were played in horrendous weather
conditions, with driving wind and rain a feature of both
encounters. Nonetheless, all four sides endeavoured to play
expansive rugby, which resulted in two high octane, closely
contested games. Pres Junior XV and Xavier Development
XV saw a thrilling 24-24 draw, while the Xavier 1st XV had an
excellent 17-10 win over a Pres Senior Development XV.
After the games, the tourists repaired to the clubhouse for
lunch and an exchange of gifts. They were addressed by Pres
past pupils and current Munster players, Niall and Rory
Scannell, who gave freely of their time to present mementoes
of the visit to Xavier HS coaches, mentors and players.
Huge thanks are due to a number of people who made
hosting these games possible. To our groundsman, Barry
O’Connor, who went above and beyond the call of duty in
having Wilton Grounds in excellent order on the day; to Mrs
Eileen Clifford who helped out serving the lunches; to referees
Brian Shanahan and Brian Twomey; to teachers William
O’Keeffe and Ian Lehane and parent, Sammy St Leger, who
organised and prepared the Pres squads during the holiday
time; to parent Kevin Murphy who took photographs on the
day, and finally to PBC Principal, Ken Whyte, who facilitated
the whole exercise.
Hopefully, the valuable contacts made here with Xavier HS
can be followed up on, now that an open invitation exists for
Pres to visit New York at some point in the near future.
Don Buckley

(Photos courtesy of Kevin Murphy)



CHAMPI
ONS 2016 Pres are Barry CupChampions 2016!

We’re ‘Tation ‘til we die, we’re ‘Tation ‘til we die’!!! Sing it loud. Sing it proud.

Tom Fitzgerald about to touch down! Conor O’Dwyer plunges for the line

Fiachra Kelleher shows deft skills in the heat of battle David Hyland storms over the gainline!



The Barry Cup winning squad with the spoils of victory! Very well done lads!

Nothing is going to stop James Broderick
from getting over that line for a try

PBC captain Killian Horgan raises the coveted Barry Cup



Soccer News

U19 Squad
The PBC U19 team retained the Munster Schools Senior Cup after defeating Douglas Community School 2-1 in a tense and
thrilling final at O'Shea Park, Blarney back in February. Pres started with great intensity and two goals in the space of five
minutes for the prolific Dave Dalton blew the opposition away in the opening half. The first was fired home from short range
as full-back Fergal O'Brien's cross on the overlap reached its intended target. Shortly after that, Dave Barry slid the ball into
Dalton's path for the striker to make it 2-0. The second half continued at a frantic pace and Pres started to come under serious
pressure as the opposition looked for a way into the game. They managed to pull one back, but with some resolute defending
and some fine saves from Owen O'Sullivan, Pres held on for an historic triumph. Vice-Captain David Grant O'Sullivan, who
put in an impressive and energetic performance throughout, proudly lifted the trophy for the fourth time in the College's
History.

Next up was a trip to UL to take on Connacht champions, Pres Athenry, in the All-Ireland semi-final. The first half was a tense
affair and hard fought against a big and physical team. The opposition favoured a more direct approach and caused many
problems at set-piece time. Pres' defence held firm however and the first half ended scoreless. The game began to open up
midway through the second half and two goals in the space of three minutes from Douwe Van Sinderen put the tie to bed,
the second a textbook left footed volley. David Grant O'Sullivan scored in the final few minutes to see Pres through to their
first All-Ireland Final.

The All-Ireland Final took place at Home Farm FC in Dublin and saw Pres pitted against Carndonagh CBS from Donegal. It
was a wonderful occasion, and again the Pres support travelled in great numbers, creating a fantastic atmosphere. The game
itself was fast paced with two excellent footballing sides on display. Pres played some fluid and exciting football in the first
half, but were unlucky to concede a penalty which led to the opening score. In true Pres spirit, the team battled hard and
levelled the score just before half-time through the head of Douwe Van Sinderen. No more goals in the second half saw the
game go into extra-time. It was now incredibly tense and with tired bodies all over the field and it was the Carndonagh left
winger who found space just inside the Pres penalty area and accurately drove the ball into the bottom corner to make it 2-1.
Pres created two more chances late on, but unfortunately it wasn't to be. We lost by the slimmest of margins and on another
day the ball might have dropped in our favour. Having said that, we are all extremely proud of what we have achieved this
season, something that is unprecedented in Pres soccer history.

At the time of writing, we have qualified for the final of the Cork Senior Schools Cup.
Senior Squad: Owen O'Sullivan, Fergal O'Brien, Shane O'Brien, Bryan Cotter, Brian Mulcahy, Colin Maguire, Mark O'Leary,
Mark Cunningham, David Grant O'Sullivan, Eoin Davis, Dave Barry, Douwe Van Sinderen, David Dalton, Leo Chung, Eoghan
O'Leary, Dave Hogan, Evan McQuillan, James O'Donovan, James O'Connor and Brian Lynch.

Pres and Carndonagh CS line up before the All-Ireland U19 Final, played at Home Farm’s Whitehall Stadium, Dublin



CHAMPI
ONS 2016 Pres areMunster Schools Soccer Champions 2016

To the victors belong the spoils! All the hard work has paid off as the lads celebrate another magnificent victory!

‘I’m Tation ‘til I die, I’m ‘Tation ‘til I die’! David Grant O’Sullivan, David Dalton and Shane O’Brien

A view of the large, passionate Pres supporters The view from the Technical Area for coaches
John Mullarkey and Aiden Twomey



Pres pipped in the All-Ireland Schools Senior Cup Final

Tense moments for the Pres lads just before kick-off

Pres supporters travelled in large numbers to cheer the lads on

Superb sportsmanship from David Grant O’Sullivan Some days it just doesn’t pay to get out of bed!



Soccer News (cont’d)

U17 Squad
Following a successful Cup campaign last season, we were hoping and expecting for more of the same this year! Pres U17
soccer campaign kicked off again early this autumn with a ‘friendly’ victory over rivals Christians, Pres coming out victorious
with goals coming from Sam Egan and Douwe Van Sinderen. With a comprehensive win to start off the season, there was a
positive attitude running throughout the team, as Pres went into the Cork Cup as defending champions.
Pres vs St Aidans
Our first competitive game to start off the Cork Cup campaign was away to a strong St Aidans side. With a group that hadn’t
played together in over two years, it was always going to be a tough task from the off. Pres however came out victors with
another comprehensive victory, winning 4-2. Two goals came from penalties early on, with another two well-placed goals later
in the game, all coming from ‘Van-the-Man’ Sinderen.
Pres vs St Colmans, Midleton
Our second game was played in CIT against St Colmans, Midleton. After taking an early 2-0 lead through goals from Douwe
Van Sinderen and Eoin Davis, the team were playing with great confidence, although there was a lack of work rate early in the
second half, which led to a sustained spell of dominance from St Colmans. With two goals in quick succession, the sides were
level and tensions was high going into the final few minutes. Following full time, extra time was played, characterised by a
fast pace pace and yet another quality goal from distance. But somehow, Colmans again drew level! However as penalties
were looming, the prolific ‘Van the Man’ Sinderen struck again with only a few minutes to go, negating the need for penalties.
Full time score: PBC 4-3 St Colmans
Pres vs Kinsale (Quarter-Final)
Our last game to date was a tough one although the score line at the end didn’t reflect a really tough game. Kinsale were a
physically superior side, and this was a difficult game played in overcast, drizzly conditions. There were regular swings in
momentum throughout, but we finally broke the deadlock after 20 minutes when Eoin Davis played Douwe Van Sinderen in
and with a cool head, he placed a lovely shot into the bottom corner.
As the game progressed, the Kinsale defence started to open up, allowing Pres to capitalise, with two more goals arriving as a
result of good balls into the box by wingers, allowing Conor O’Neill and Douwe Van Sinderen again to get on the score sheet.
With a 3-0 score line, the next objective was to keep a clean sheet and to finish the game strongly - a problem that we seemed
to have had in previous games. Pres were playing high tempo soccer and Kinsale caught them on the break and pulled a goal
back. Despite the fact we had conceded, we still played on, striving to put one more goal on the score sheet, this coming with
a relatively easy tap in from close range from Davie Scott, a late replacement. The game ended on a 4-1 scoreline to us.
Pres now look forward to a marquee semi-final against rivals Christians on Friday, 13th May in Lansdowne, where the chance
of claiming a third Cork U17 Cup in a row lies in store for the team from the Mardyke. We won’t be found wanting!
Eoin Davis and Sam Egan

U15 Squad
A very talented PBC U15 squad disappointed when exiting the Munster Schools U15 Cup to a very accomplished Coláiste
Choilm, Ballincollig side in a game played at Douglas Hall AFC. Coláiste Choilm took a deserved lead in the 25th minute, with
Tommie Murphy equalising with a fine strike just before half time. The Ballincollig side continued to press hard on the
resumption and they regained the lead with a fine drive from 25 yards, which flew past Tadhg O’Sullivan in the Pres goal. Pres
really took over the game after that but unfortunately could not force an equaliser.
Despite that setback, confidence remained high in the squad that they could do well in the Cork Cup. Good wins over North
Mon (5-2, AET) and Kinsale Community School (2-1) have ensured passage to the semi-final where they played Carrigaline
CS on May 4th. The season ended disappointingly however on a 4-0 scoreline, the damage done in a three goal blitz just
before half time.

First Year Squad
This year’s First Year group have impressed from the outset, attracting much attention for their fast paced and skilful approach
to the game. There have been big numbers at training under the watchful eye of Mr Karl Sweeney and the enthusiasm is there
for all to see. A new departure this year has been the Wednesday afternoon Futsal session, which again has proved very
popular.
Passage to the Semi- Final of the Cork Cup has been achieved, with comfortable wins over North Mon (7-0), and St Colman’s,
Midleton (2-0). We now await our Semi-Final opponents, either Coláiste Choilm or Ballincollig CS, in a game that will be
played next week.



First Year Soccer Squad

U15 Soccer Squad

U17 Soccer Squad

Coaches David O’Riordan and Seán O’Brien with the PBC U17 Soccer Squad



Soccer News (cont’d)

GAA Update

� Past pupil, Brian Lenihan, had a long awaited debut for the Hull City first team in the Championship on Saturday, April 30th
last. Typically, Brian gave a very accomplished performance at right back for promotion chasing Hull on the day, but alas to
no avail, Hull going down 1-0 to already relegated, Bolton Wanderers. All at Pres are keeping a close eye on his progress and
wish him every success in Hull City’s promotion pitch.

� Former students, the Kelleher brothers Fiacre (Glasgow Celtic) and Caoimhín (Liverpool) were recently nominated for the
FAI International Player of the Year at U19 and U17 level respectively. Though they did not win on the night, all at Pres are
very proud of their efforts and continue to monitor their progress with interest. Very best of luck lads!

Congratulations to Tadhg Deasy (Blackrock) and Ross Howell
(Douglas) who both represented Cork Minor Hurlers in the
Munster Minor Hurling Championship this season where they
beat Waterford and are now into the Semi-Final.

Leaving Cert student Seán Lucey (Ballincollig) was part of the
Cork U21 Football Panel that won the Munster
Championship, beating old rivals, Kerry, in the final. Having
subsequently made the All-Ireland Final against Mayo, Cork
went down to a late goal blitz from the westerners.

Seán Lucey

Photo shows (l-r) Tadhg Deasy and Ross Howell



The school won its 12th National Schools title in great in style by winning the U23 Pairs event at the Schools Regatta held in
Limerick recently. The pair of Patrick Kennelly and Alan O’Keeffe (both Fifth Year) put in a commanding performance that
saw them lead the race from the start and finish very strongly over crews from Ardscoil Rís, Coleraine Grammar School and
Methodist College Belfast. Congratulations to Patrick and Alan for this great win. Their hard work paid off handsomely!
Strong rows from our J15 and J16 squads showed some of the talent being developed for future successes at this level. Strong
performances in the J15 eights, fours and quads, all finishing in second place, showed some of this potential during the day.
The J16 and J18 fours also rowed strongly to come home in third and fourth place respectively. Our J14 quad also performed
admirably finishing in second place in what was their first ever race. Well done to all crews and their coaches on a great day’s
racing. We are very encouraged with the great talent in the rowing squad, which promise exciting days ahead for Pres rowing!

Cork Head-of-the-River – February 2016
There was plenty of racing for the school’s crews at Cork Head-of-the-River held on The Marina recently. The school had a
very successful day’s rowing, most notably, winning the J18 Pair, the J18 Four and the J15 Quad events. Well done to all who
competed on the day. These results augur well for a successful season’s rowing.

Skibbereen Regatta - April 2016
The 2016 regatta season kicked off with Skibbereen Regatta. The school had over 30 of its students competing across all
grades from J14 right through to J18. The crews all put in fantastic performances and gained valuable racing experience for
the busy season ahead. There were wins in the J18 pair (Patrick Kennelly and Alan O’Keeffe) and the J16 Four (TomMurphy,
Ben Corcoran, Jack Murphy, Tom Walsh and Alex Guerin).
The J15 quad of Sam Crean, Liam Rooke, Omar Elbastawisi and Peter Higgins rowed well in their event to come home in
second place in what was a very competitive field. A number of other Second Years performed at higher grades gaining
valuable racing experience which will stand to this talented squad in the years ahead.

First Year Easter Rowing Camp
This year’s rowing camp proved very successful with great weather and a great turnout. The students enjoyed the expert
coaching of Cathy Hennessy and her team. The crews got a lot of training done and worked to improve their technique over
the four days of the camp. The camp also incorporated the national ‘Get Going, Get Rowing’ initiative which saw students
learn how to row effectively on the indoor rowing machine before completing a 2min test in which all rowers successfully
earned either a gold, silver or bronze cert for their efforts. After all their hard work, the students got to finish off the camp
with a well-deserved Easter egg hunt!
It is hoped that the skills and technique learned over the camp will stand to the students as they row and compete for their
school in the years to come.

Pres are Irish Schools RowingChampions!

Patrick Kennelly and Alan O’Keeffe with their golds medals after winning the National Schools Pairs title recently in Limerick



Rowing Ireland Squad Trials – March 2016
Well done to Patrick Kennelly and Alan O’ Keeffe who performed extremely at the Rowing Ireland Irish squad trials at the NRC
in March. The two Fifth Year students competed in the J18 pairs and were the fastest pair out of 21 in the time-trial and
finished a very impressive third in the A Final which resulted in them being invited back for a training camp and further testing
in Galway the week after. We wish them both the best of luck in their attempts to become the next in a long line of Pres rowers
selected to represent their country.

The 2016 PBC Rowing Squad

Pres rowers who competed at the Schools Regatta in Limerick



Ross McAuliffe wins 50m Backcrawl Bronze

Ross McAuliffe

AJ Whelan is the Dublin International Open Taekwon-do Patterns Champion 2016
AJ Whelan (Class 2D) participated recently at the Taekwon-
do Dublin International Open. This was his first time
competing on the Saturday, the Senior Competition Day.

In Patterns, AJ made his way through four rounds of stiff
competition and into the final where he won the Gold medal,
becoming the 2016 Dublin Open Patterns Champion for his
category.

In sparring, he came up against someone who had far more
experience on the day and unfortunately lost by a single
punch!

Overall it was a magnificent experience for AJ, who is still
learning his craft. His next milestone comes in early May,
when he will be doing his Black Belt preliminary grading
which he must pass to get to the Black Belt grading itself.

Onwards and upwards for AJ! We wish him the very best of
luck and look forward to hearing about his Black Belt success
in the next issue of the Pres Gazette.

Transition Year student, Ross McAuliffe, representing Sundays
Well Swimming Club, won a Bronze Medal in the 50m
Backcrawl event at the Irish Open Long Course Swimming
Championships held on the May weekend. A magnificent
achievement for someone so young! We look forward to
reading more success stories about this really talented
swimmer. Well done Ross!



PBC Sailing Team win International Schools Team Racing event in Schull

The PBC sailing team with the Munster Schools Sailing Championship Trophy, Fastnet International Schools Trophy and the
Irish Schools Sailing Championship Trophy.

Back row (l-r) Séan Collins, James McCann, Billy Duane, David Hyland, Jamie Tingle, Críofan Guilfoyle, Ronan Walsh and Michael Carroll
Front row (l-r) Mr Denis Hegarty (Sailing Co-ordinator), Harry O’Connell, Johnny Durcan, Peter McCann, Arran Walsh,

Peter Hyland and James Hassett

The International Schools Team Racing Championships sailed in Schull, West Cork on March 21st last was a huge success,
with the event being the first time this number of schools from the United States, England and Ireland had competed together
in Team Racing.

15 teams sailed in ideal conditions; winter switched off and summer switched on.

The event was tightly fought for between Schull Sharks and Presentation Brothers Cork from Munster and Tabor Academy
and Cape Cod Academy from the United States, all taking races from each other.

The final outcome was not known until the second last race, when Cape Cod Academy lost to Tonbridge College from the
UK allowing PBC through as the overall winners. We heartily congratulate the lads on their magnificent victory!

1st PBC (Ireland)
2nd Cape Cod Academy (USA)
3rd Tabor Academy (USA)
4th Schull Sharks (Ireland)
5th International (Ireland & USA)
6th Tonbridge College (England)

Johnny Durcan



PBC 2nd Year Basketball Team play in All-Ireland Schools Basketball Quarter Final.

The top sixteen teams in the country are drawn into four pools of four. Teams in each group are given the opportunity to host
their own group which is played on a league basis with the top team going forward to the All-Ireland Semi-Final in Dublin.
Rathmore CS from Co Kerry hosted one group, consisting of Rathmore CS, PBC Cork, Belvedere College, Dublin and
Dunshaughlin Community School from Co Meath. Pres were drawn to get play Rathmore in the opening game. The game
started at full pace with Rathmore on full court pressure. The first quarter was evenly contested but the physical size of
Rathmore put Pres under huge pressure for rebounds at both ends of the court. The score at half-time was 28-16 to Rathmore.
Jasper Ludington and Andrew O'Connor drove Pres back into the game in the third Quarter and reduced the deficit to 8
points. Rathmore’s all round power and skill in the fourth quarter took them to the final whistle as easy winners by 66-46.

Pres v Belvedere
We played Belvedere Dublin in the second game. The game was important to both teams. Belvedere had won on the buzzer
by two points in their first game vs Dunshaughlin CS and Pres needed to win to remain in contention. The first two quarters
were won by Belvedere but with a flurry of baskets from Sam Cunningham, Pres closed the gap to four points at half-time.
Pres started the second behalf on a full court press and forced Belvedere to turn over the ball on several occasions. Ian
O'Keeffe, Caomhán Buidlaeir, assisted by Jasper Luddington and Andrew O'Connor pushed forward and Pres eventually
won the third quarter, 18-10. Belvedere were in foul trouble in the fourth quarter and their two top players were fouled out
of the game. Pres’ tempo increased thereafter and they ran out easy winners 51-36.

Pres v Dunshaughlin
Pres went into this game knowing they had to win to keep the pressure on Rathmore and Belvedere who were playing in the
final game. There was intense defence from both sides in the first quarter which ended 5-4 to Dunshaughlin. The game was
stopped at the start of the second quarter by Pres coach Seán Murphy. He requested a referee's time out and informed them
that Dunshaughlin had two players on the court who had played in the first quarter. The rules clearly state that players can
only play in the first or second quarter. No player is allowed play in both quarters. There was a long delay and eventually the
two Dunshaughlin players had to leave the court. On the resumption, Pres went on a full court pressure game and won the
quarter 15-0, while also going on to win the third quarter by 23-5. The Pres coach, Seán Murphy, then used this opportunity
to give his bench players an opportunity to play out the game. Final score Pres 52, Dunshaughlin 22.

However, Rathmore defeated Belvedere in their final game and advanced to the All-Ireland semi-final. Pres finished second
and are rated in the top eight in 2nd Year Schools Basketball in Ireland.

Back row (l-r) Séan Murphy (Coach), Niall Mahony, Jasper Luddington, Ian O’Keeffe, Jack Kelleher and Ronan O’Callaghan
Front row (l-r) David O’Connor, Patrick Campbell, Sam Cunningham, Caomhán Budhlaeir, Andrew O’Connor and AJ Whelan.

Unfortunately Michael Hayes was absent through injury for the duration of the tournament.



Seán Jenkins wins the Cork City & County Youth Sports Award for January
Transition Year student, Seán Jenkins recently received the
Cork City & County Youth Sports Award for January 2016,
as a result of his double MVP performances for Neptune in
their National Cup wins at U17 and U19 level.

The award was presented to Seán at a luncheon in the
Metropole Hotel by awards sponsors, The Metropole Hotel
and John Buckley Sports.

Among the attendees were Seán and
his family along with Cllr Tony
Fitzgerald, Deputy Lord Mayor of
Cork, Michael Nugent, Mr John
Buckley (sponsor) and Mr Roger
Russell, General Manager, The
Metropole Hotel (main sponsor).

2nd Year student, Andrew O’Connor has been selected on the Irish U15 Basketball development squad, which played a series
of international games on the May weekend weekend against Scotland, winning all three games. This is hugely exciting for
Andrew, who is pictured third from left in the back row. We wish him the very best of luck in his basketball career!

Andrew O’Connor plays for the Ireland U15 Basketball team
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Pres begin their defence of their Munster Schools T20 trophy in cricket

Back row (l-r) Patrick Campbell, Brian Kelleher, Aidan Kelleher, Ryan Butt, Simon O’Brien, Andrew McCarthy,
Ashiq Rahma and Mr Ross Durrity (Coach)

Front Row (l-r) Robert O’Brien, Masroor Salam, Ryan O’Connell, Max Egan, Rioghán O’Sullivan, Hamza Idrees and Nicholas Kelleher.

Indoor sessions have taken place in the PE Hall since September
last, every Friday afternoon and Saturday morning, under the
expert guidance of past pupil, Kevin Bray, and Pres teacher and
Cork County CC stalwart, Ross Durrity. These sessions have
been well attended, with plenty of new blood coming through
with the likes of First Years, Rioghan O’Sullivan, Robert O’Brien,
Ashiq Rahman, Patrick Campbell and 2nd Years, Hamza Idrees
and Masroor Salam. These have been supplemented recently
by the addition of 6th Year students, Ryan Butt, Simon O’Brien
and Andrew McCarthy, who have adjusted well to the rigours
of a new sport for them. The old reliables of Aidan and Brian
Kelleher, Ryan O’Connell, Diarmuid Carey and Max Egan are
always on hand to give a piece of advice and encouragement
to the newcomers.
Having won the inaugural Munster Schools T20 competition
last year, Pres began the defence of their trophy with a match
against perennial local rivals CBC, at the Mardyke in April. This
was the proverbial thriller, with CBC batting first and making
102 for 5, and captain Fahd Raig, going through the innings
unbeaten. Pres began their reply solidly enough, good
performances from Ryan O’Connell, Max Egan and Brian
Kelleher in particular, bringing them to 99 for 6 entering the
final over. The loss of Brian Kelleher and thenMax Egan off the
final ball, meant that Pres fell agonisingly two runs short of their
target.
All is not lost however as there are three more games to play under the new format, against Midleton College, Cork Community
Schools XI and Bandon Grammar, with the two top teams meeting in the final in May. Who knows, we may yet get to avenge
that heart-breaking loss to Christians!
In closing, can I include a huge note of thanks to our Principal Mr Ken Whyte, for his continuing support of cricket in Pres.
Don Buckley
PBC Cricket Co-Ordinator

PBC captain Aidan Kelleher and CBC captain Fahd Raig,
before the recent Munster Schools T20 match, which also doubled
up as a contest for the Galty Cup, a trophy donated by former
PBC cricket coach, Dermot Giltinan, to help foster cricket

encounters between the two schools.



DDoowwnn  MMeemmoorryy  LLaannee

MUNSTER SCHOOLS SENIOR CUP WINNERS 1986 - 1987
PBC 29 - St Enda’s Community School, Limerick 0

Musgrave Park, Cork 17th March 1987
Back row (l-r) Des Nangle, Richie Daly, Barry O’Neill, John Galvin, Conor Hyland and Finbarr Murphy

Middle row (l-r) Niall Boland, Johnny Murphy, Niall Murray, Alan Neville, Barry O’Mahony, Bill Hanafin, Peter Scott, 
Brian Walsh and Mark Corcoran

Front row (l-r) Paul Buckley, Gavin Murphy, Rory Moloney (vice captain), Finbarr Pope (coach), Ken O’Connell (captain),
Noel Murphy (coach), Des Murphy, Tom O’Connor and Gary O’Donovan



The President in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land.  But how can you buy or sell the sky?  The land?  The idea is strange to
us.  If we do not own the freshness of the air or the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them?

Every part of the earth is sacred to my people.  Every shining pine-needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every meadow, every
humming insect.  All are holy in the memory and experience of my people. 

We know the sap which courses through our trees as we know the blood that courses through our veins.  We are part of the Earth and it is part
of us.  The perfumed flowers are our sisters.  The bear, the deer, the great eagle, these are our brothers.  The rocky crests, the dew in the Meadow,
the body heat of the pony, and man all belong to the same family.

The shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is not just water, but the blood of our ancestors.  If we sell you our land, you must
remember that it is sacred.  Each glossy reflection in the clear waters of the lakes tells of events and memories in the life of my people.  The
water’s murmur is the voice of my father’s father.

The rivers are our brothers.  They quench our thirst.  They carry our canoes and feed our children.  So you must give the rivers the kindness that
you would give any brother.

If we sell you our land, remember that the air is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life that it supports.  The wind that gave
our grandfather his first breath also received his last sigh.  The wind also gives our children the spirit of life.  So, if we sell you our land, you must
keep it apart and sacred, as a place where man can go to taste the wind that is sweetened by the meadow flowers./

Will you teach your children what we have taught our children?  That the earth is our mother?  What befalls the earth befalls all the sons of the
earth.

This we know: the earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth.  All things are connected like the
blood that unites us all.  Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely a strand in it.  Whatever he does to
the web, he does to himself.

One thing we know: our God is also your God.  The earth is precious to Him and to harm the earth is
to heap contempt on its creator.

Your destiny is a mystery to us.  What will happen when the buffalo are all slaughtered?  The
wild horses tamed?  What will happen when the secret corners of the forest are heavy with
the scent of many men and the view of the ripe hills is blotted with talking wires?  Where will
the thicket be?  Gone!  And what is it to say goodbye to the swift pony and then hunt?  The
end of living and the beginning of survival.

When the last red man has vanished with this wilderness, and his memory only the shadow
of a cloud moving across the prairie, will these shores and forests still be here?  Will there

be any of the spirit of my people left?

We love this earth as a newborn loves its mother’s heartbeat.  So, if we sell you our land, love
it as we have loved it.  Care for it, as we have cared for it.  Hold in your mind the memory of the
land as it is when you receive it.  Preserve the land for all children, and love it, as God loves us.

As we are part of the land, you too are part of the land.  This earth is precious to us.  It is also precious to
you.

One thing we know: there is only one God.  No man, be he red man or white man, can be apart.  We are all brothers
after all.

Chief Seattle, 
Indian Chief, 1950s America de
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We are all brothers after all.


